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Dr. Jabez T. Sunderland visited
from American Unitarian

Association and helped bring
the churches together to form

the Unitarian Union.

The first Unitarian Church
was founded by Singh at

Jowai in the Jaintia Hills on
September 18, 1887.

Singh was never ordained
but he devoted his life to

preaching, starting
churches, and growing the

religion he started.

For more than 50 years the
Khasi Unitarian Union
received help from the
British Unitarians, since

India was a British territory.
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Today, there are about 9,000
Khasi people who are

Unitarians. There are 33
congregations and 5

fellowships in the Unitarian
Union of Northeast India

(UUNEI).
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SinghÕs religion kept the
traditional Khasi belief in
one God, called ÒU Blei,Ó

who is the creator and
protector of all life.

Singh disagreed with the
Calvinist idea of a punishing
God. Using both traditional

and Christian ideas he
founded a ÒnewÓ religion, the

Religion of One God.

Christian elements Singh
brought to his religion

included: church buildings,
Sunday services, group

worship, and service leaders.

Singh contacted a Unitarian
missionary in Calcutta, Rev.
Charles Dall, who sent him

Unitarian materials.

Singh decided his Religion
of One God was so much
like Unitarianism that he

would use the name
ÒUnitarianÓ for his new

religion.
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