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Being Part of the Conversation

BY BARBARA KRES BEACH, PRESIDENT ing the role that the UUAs an institu
t's too cold for most of you to vali  tion should take in this work.
date this, but if you want to experi They are asking how to best fulffill
ment, try putting one bare foot in a the UUAcommitment to congregations

nearby creek. Do it again. Same foot? as its principal stakeholders and the
Sorta. Same creek? Not even close. international mission for the UU&s

Context. Permit me to appWe rooted in “strengthening and egiiing
have dipped our toes into international UUA member congregations by faeili
work with the UUAfor the past 13 tating their connection to the trans

years, and the UURreek today is dif ~ forming power of international engage
ferent from the water we first started ~ ment and partnershifgPlease see p. 2

splashing in. for the UUAMsion Satement for
With the recent retirement of International Vérk, and p. 23 for the
Olivia Holmes as Director of Interna ~ UUPCC draft Mission tatement.
tional Programs, UUARresident Bill You'll have an opportunity to refine
Sinkford, Moderator Gini Courter and approve the latter at tAanual :
Trustees, anddministration —partie Meeting at Generalssembly) Children from the church mug for the camera—
ularly Meg Riley under whose aegis Meeting. | asked for a meeting Mawlat in the Khasi Hills. See related story on
international work falls—are rethink (Continued on page 3) page 13.
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Communication OppOftunlty' Ordination of New Ministers

BY BARBARA WEBERAND LINDA LU BURCIAGA, COMMUNICATION TAask FORCE Co-CHAIRS English ®acheis Report

Virtual Conferences: A Nev

CommunityAssessment;

When partner church people get sions and educational conversations Felsorakos Story 5

togetherdreams and personal experi  throughout the year without leaving Executive Director_MewYear ;
ences combine to give birth to new home.This spring UUPCC is initiating o

ideas This is evident at topic-focused conference calls. Response to an Editorial 8

regional conferences, district The first call will be led by Rev Flood Relief Fund _ o

meetings, annual General John Gibbons and ReMarold Bab Reports, News &dvel Stories 10-19

Assembly (GA) workshops and  cock, the Executive committee mem ~ UUPCdravel Services 20

on pilgrimage travel. bers who drafted the nevision of Notices 21

\ Now all UUPCC Partnership statemeriSee p. 23 to Gift Form &How to Send Money” 22

SN members will be able to  read the statementQur commitment UUPCC Contact Lists/(Drafgjon 23

MY take part in lively discus (Continued on page 2) Membership Form 24

The Mission of the Unitarian Universalist Partner Church @Gotmfriister and support partner church relationships betveeniddoritongregation
and congregations in all other countries where partnering is sought affusnetdodesicountries where partners are already active.
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Virtual Conferences
(Continued from page 1)

Time. To register for this conversation
contact the UUPCC Bie by phone

» Talks with Cathy Cordes, UUPCC
Executive Director or Barbara Beach,

to the international UU community is
critical. Can we provide the vital link
needed to facilitate global citizenship in
our congregations®/ill our compre
hensive vision allow the partner church
movement to meet the needs of new
generations of UUs around the world?
What does your partner church
committee think about oWfision of
Partnership?

The draftVision of Partnership
statement was presented in Batner
Church NewsSpring 2005 newsletter
At the Generahssembly in FortWorth
an opportunity was provided for PCC
members to give feedback and to-dis
cuss the process of making this vision a
reality for our congregations. Now we
are ofering you a chance to voice your
opinions and hear what others think
about this important documeiviour
thoughts and ideas are needed by the
end ofApril, as we plan to bring the
statement to a vote by our membership
at GAin . Louis, MO.

Please consider joining &siday
March 3 at 10 a.mEastern &ndard

Next PCCDeadline:
April 2, 2006

afiliate organization of the Unitarian Unive
Association, started in 1993
This newsletter supports the mission ang
of the Partner Church Council.
Editor Nancy Daugherty
PublicatiorAdvisors:Barbara Kres Beach,
Cathy Cordes, Leon Hoppmery Lazaand
Pat Rodgers.
Articles for the next newsletter may be m
the editor at 49 Elm Street, Bedfodd, 78124
email to nancydaugh@aol.com.
Telephone: 781-275-1892 Fax: 781-271-9
The UWPartner Church Council is a 501(c
charitable tax-exempt organization.

For information about memberslimtact

Cathy Cordes in the UUP@x® of
POBox 88, Bedford, MA'30.

iled
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For any other informatiacgntact
the UUPCGfice at 781-275-1710, or
uupcc@uua.org, orB8x 88, Bedford, MA30
\isit the web site &tvwuupcc.org

sign up

PARTNER CHURCH NHE®MSe newsletter tnf
the UWPartner Church Council, an indepepdent
rsalis

goaUUA BOARD VISION FOR INTERNATIONAL ENGAGEMENT

UUPCC President;

* Scholarship programs that work;

» How to bring your PC minister to visit;
* Theology ofTransylvania Unitarians,
Khasi Unitarians, and/or Philippine
Unitarian Universalists;

» Maintaining communication with
your partner church.

Additional subject ideas are welcome.
The communications task force
continues to look for new and creative
ways to share ideas, provide informa

tion, and facilitate interaction among
our members. Please give us your-sug
gestions or point out gaps in our
process.ee

781-275-1710 or email uupcc@uug.or
Participation will be limited to the first
20 people who registef there is

more interest, a second session will be
scheduled.

Several otheYirtual Conferences
are being planned for the spridgpost
card with dates and times will be
mailed to all members and details will
be posted on the PCC Chat and the
web sitewww.uupcc.og by the end of
February

Topics may include:

* The politics of money;
* Travel services for individuals or
small groups;

Virtual Conferenc,-ng_it,s e-a-S-y—anq eyen fun!

Call 781-275-1710 or e-mail a note (signifying the
date/time of the VC call, with your name/
address/phone number). Put date on your calendar!

Call the TOLL-FREE 1-888 number (given after
you register); key in the piN # when requested.
(There will be a >Beer< when you're on ... say
your name then, to introduce yourself.)

call in

During the call, say your name
each time you ask a question or
make your comments.

identify y our self

Did we mention it was FREE?

The work of the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) is to serve member
congregations and support UU institutions bearing witness to our liberal religious
faith and bringing out principles of life. Mindful of both the brokenness and the
potential for reconciliation in the world, the Board of the UUA commiits to
strengthen and energize UUA member congregations by facilitating their
connection to the transforming power of international engagement and partnership.
In support of this commitment, we urge the UUA administration and member
congregations to foster institutional partnerships that:

— model friendship and right relations, economic fairness and
responsible stewardship of resources among partners;

— promote human rights, religious freedom, international peace and
justice; and

— increase the visibility of Unitarian Universalism, Unitarianism and
Universalism as an active positive religious presence in the world.
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Part of the Conversation Universalists, the Internationdksocia  *« What resources do you uséhat

(Continued from page 1) tion for Religious Freedom, tiworld else do you need?
with President Sinkford to learn more of Council for Religion and Peace, and the We hope to raise these questions as part
his thinking to date and to provide fod  UU United Nations Gice. Addition- of our annual meeting, to be conducted

der for the UUPCC in-depth discussions ally, the UUAInternational Ofice, on over a lunch at GA. Our two allotted
at our February Executive Committee  its own, helps support the Philippines  program slots will be dedicated to our
Meetings. Cathy Cordes, Harold Bab  Universalists and for the Unitarians of community self-assessment work in

cock, and I sat down with Bill (and with  North East India. Transylvania and the Philippines and to
Meg Riley by speaker phoné&)e were pilgrimage journeys by young people
not disappointedThe conversation was  Next Seps for UUPCC and adults and their capacity to trans
helpful, candid, and open-ended. | would like to ask each of you to form.

Most important, we were assured  involve yourselves in this process, and Cathy and | welcome a new rela
that the conversations were just begin on a parallel track to come to Gid tionship with the UUA—mindful that
ning and that many of you are likely to participate in the UUPC&nnual in addition to the successes of partner
have an opportunity to be part of them. Meeting.We will conduct business ships throughout the U.S. and Canada,
What do Bill and Meg and thErustees  (quickly), review our financial position ~ we've had our share of what a dance
want?They want to know: and new mission (please study up), and colleague of mine used to call “eut
 What do congregations really want? hold an open forum to collect your standing failures.WWe've learned—

* What sorts of international participa  experience with international programs  however painful the learning process
tion, commitment, and covenanting  that deepen and enrich congregational has been—through hard knocks and
has the power to impact—even to  religious life. For example, we might ~ mistakes. But w@avelearned and the

transform—the life experience and  ask you: UUPCC has developedcare
religious understanding of the person« \What role must an ganization like  competency in partnership woakd in
in the pew? the PCC play to help facilitate the  the community assessment programs
* What role should the UUfake in congregational impact the UU# we've helped put in place, to deepen
international work? looking for? the impact and to gradually expand the
* What should the position description « How do you know when youand  scope of partnering.
of the new Director of International your fellow UUs are “doing the We're learningWe need your
Programs look like? right thing” in the international help. Join me in being part of a new
The answer to this first question arena? conversation'se

will help the UUAtake a close look at
its international program priorities; the
second and third questions will help it
to examine the expectations for results ORDINATION OF NEW MINISTERS
and the allocation of UUfesources.
Where will the conversations take
place, and how will they be gainized?
It's too early to say at this point, but
some will surely take place at GA.
How? Through workshops, perhaps
talk-backs or an “open mike” where
people will be asked to express their
views. Possibly a questionnaire, focus
groups, and reports and feedback will
be written into the procesd/hat seems
certain is that the UU#s taking a fresh
look at its international commitments,
asking how they impact congregational
religious life, and seeking to make
some basic decisions accordingly
Institutional stakeholders, along

with YOU, of course, include the UU ) o P .
Service Committee. the Holdeen India On NO\_/e_mber 26, 2006, _|n thg presence of the _Unltarlan Church Syn_oq anq their families and frie
. ! new ministers were ordained in a small church in Csokfalva. Each minister is blessed and welcor
Program, Project Harvest Hope, the senior minister of their own choddiegordaining minister reads a passage from the bible specificall
International Council of Unitarians and picked for the new mini€edination is held only once every three Jreasynania. (Also see p. 7)
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English Teacher’s Report

BY BENJAMIN LEGG
Kolozsvar, December2005

hen my father first noticed a job

opening announcement for an
English teaching position ifransylva
nia with the Unitarian church, | thought
of it as a kind of joke. He was serious
about it though. | was finishing up my

certification to teach English as Second me a chance to teach on a deeper leve

Language, but | hadinfeally consid
ered going abroad and teaching for the
long term. Maybe a summer where |
could live someplace exotic and earn
some money at the same time would
have been fun, but my immediate
sights were on work at the domestic
level. | applied anywayseeing as these
types of things help build character
and now I'm sitting at a computer in
Kolozsvar Romania, writing this arti
cle after having spent the first Chist
mas in life away from home.

My first semester on the job has
more or less wrapped up, and | haven’
regretted a second of it. | feel like | am
growing and learning at least as much
as my students her&ansylvania can
be a challenging place to live, but |
cant think of a single skill that | am
learning here that wonbe useful to
me in my future. (Though | can only
hope that lighting the water heater
every morning might be a memory that
| share only with Romania.)

The English teaching program
administered through Meadville-Lom
bard is one of the most impacting pro
grams that UUPCC runs. It allows an
American UU the chance to not only
observe life infransylvania, but also to

between Nortimerican UUs and
Transylvanian Unitarians, the better the
two communities will be able to voice
their own visions for the partner rela
tionships.

One pleasant surprise was the-gen
eral high level of English that many of
students already possessEhis has
made my job more fulfilling, as it gives

and to help students identify areas of
communication that they themselves
need to improveAs one of the
youngest individuals to have worked in
this position, | also have had the oppor
tunity to try to work with my students
as peerThis has posed some small
challenges, but all in all | feel that it
has given me a great chance to truly bg
connected with them.

As I've said before, there are some
challenges to living and teaching in
TransylvaniaWhile it is a truly beaui
ful part of world, homesickness and
culture shock are di€ult things to
avoid. | have had the chance to experi
ence life in other cultures and this did
prepare me well for life ifransylva

nia, but | was still not prepared for sev

BENJAMIN LEGG

A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY

| am 25 years old and a lifelong UU.
My home church is Murray Unitarian
Universalist Church in Attleboro,
Massachusetts. | graduated from
UMass-Amherst with a degree in
Journalism and in Portuguese in
2004. In the U.S. | worked both in
schools and as a freelance writer.

| have been interested in Unitarian-
ism’s Transylvanian roots since |
first learned about them at a Gen-
eral Assembly when | was in high
school. Being in Transylvania now is
helping me to learn more about
many of my lifelong interests.

eral major aspects of life here. Commu
nism has really &cted life throughout
Eastern Europe, and it feels like people
are playing "catch up" nawmericans
often like to think of themselves, for

There have been weddings, pilgfim
ages, sing-alongs, freshman balls, and

better or for worse, as the busiest, most Christmas dinners where | have felt

work driven people in the world. Hew
ever | have never seen busier people
than theTransylvanian Unitarians who
surround me here in Kolozsvé&very

like a part of the community and fam
ily. This work on the part of the Unitar
ians here has helped me adjust to this
new life of mine more than anything

weekend there is another conference or else.

concert or meeting or wedding. On top

share in a lot of the challenges that this of all this there is still the day to day
life entails. It also gives students here a grind of school and work. Preserving

chance to hone a skill that will enable
more and better communication with
their fellow Unitarians around the
world. The better the communication

ones culture and religion is truly a full
time job.

Despite this business, | feel like the
community is doing the best it can to
help a foreigner through the hoops.
While my Hungarian is at about a 4
yearold’s level, | have been treated
with nothing but kindness by the Uni
tarian community here ifiransylvania.

Winter 2005-20@6vwwuupcc.org

With another year and a half on the
horizon | can only hope that my experi
ence here will continue to teach me the
new lessons in living in a ddrent cu
ture. | also hope that it continues to
keep me thinking about the similarities
and diferences between our unique
faiths. In a world where fundamental
ism of all varieties continues to inten
sify, it's nice to find a place here liberal
faith has created me a home that is
eminently livable.

Partner Churchews



Community Assessment

BY CATHY CORDES EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

We are very pleased to let you know

that the case study for the recent

community assessmentTinansylvania

is posted on our website. Use this link

to view the case study in both English

and Hungarianwvww.uupcc.og/

communitydev/Felsorakos/index.htm
The UUPCC is very excited about

the community assessment process as

it provides the local community with:

1. Away to involve the whole com

munity in identifying strengths

and weaknesses of the community

Tools for group process that help a

community learn how to ganize

and work together

A methodology to determine

where to start (prioritizing the

needs of the community)

Creation of an action plan with

accountability

The NorthAmerican partner has a con
siderable role to play as well. First,
each assessment costs $501s is to

documentation. MosEransylvanian
communities will probably look to the
North American partner to help cover
that cost.

Second, the process provides a

cover the expenses and stipends for theway to truly form an equitable partrer

facilitators and coordinator including
the printing cost of the final plan and

ship around projects that are local com
(Continued on page 6)

Work in progress during the Felsérdkos Cossesitynent.

COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT

Felsordkos Story: Pace of Activity Accelerating

BY RICHARD FORD

The UUPCC is moving tot&ge 2 in

its new community development pro
gram. Launched iithe Philippines in
2003 as a pilot program, expanded in
2004 toTransylvania, and under
exploration in India in 2005, the pro
gram is moving rapidly toward opera
tional status.

In the Philippine village of Nag
binlod, under the leadership of the
Unitarian Church of the Philippines,
the community took less than 18
months to install a gravity-fed water
system that serves the entire village
of 100 household§'he community
contributed $3,000 equivalent in
labor, the local government added
another $3000 to match the village’
contribution to build a storage tank.
Partner churches nearly matched the

Partner Churchlews

Philippine contribution with $4,500
to purchase more than two kilometers
of plastic pipeA 14 minute video
with a short companion narrative will
soon be available from the UUPCC
office. A case study can be found at
the following UUPCC website:
www.uupcc.og/docs/MayoBato.pdf
Transylvania has responded with
equal enagy. The Houston First
church, working with a UUPCC
assessment team, conducted a partici
patory needs assessment in July 2004
in the village of Arkos. Under the lead
ership of the Arkos Unitarian church, a
local team has already implemented
portions of the action plan and
launched a major fefrt, working with
the Covasna County Council, to install
a major water and sewage system for
the entire villageA substantial pro
posal is in preparation to go to the

Winter 2005-20@8vwwuupcc.org

European Union that would provide
85% of the costs. Matching funds are
being solicited from Romanian and
U.S. sources.

The news of Arkostommunity-
based planning has led to a second par
ticipatory assessment fmansylvania,
in November 2005The Spokane
(Washington) UU church, in collabera
tion with the Felsdradkos Unitarian
Church inTransylvania, spearheaded
the assessmerithis time it included
nine Transylvanians to be trained as
facilitators. It was an impressive group,
some of whom came from Arkos and
already had experience in participatory
exercisesThe group of facilitator
trainees included a horticultural engi
neer a university lecturer in linguistics,
the manager of Romanasecond
largest symphony orchestra, a youth

(Continued on page 6)
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Community Assessment

(Continued from page 5)

munity driven ideas and planghe
local community leads, the North
American community supporthis
support can include helping to write
grant applications (EU and USAID
applications have to be written in Eng
lish), providing funding for small proj
ects, researching potential funding
sources and general support for the
plans. In some cases the Nohtineri-
can partner will know of resources that
are otherwise not available to then
sylvanian communitysuch as Engi
neersWithout Borders. It is also very
helpful to have representatives of the
North American partner in the village
for several days before to visit and
invite the mayarother local commu
nity leaders and the general public to
the meetings.

Previous history with this methed
ology proves that it is helpful to have a
partner outside the planning commu
nity to provide encouragement and
oversight of progress madas is often
the case with planning work, it is too
easy for every day individual work to
overwhelm community workdn inter

ested party can keep up the momenturr
and focus on progress toward goals tha

might otherwise slip without support.
If your church would like to sup
port your partner in this process, let
them knowTell them if you will
provide the financial help needed to
schedule as assessmdill them if
you will be sending observers to the

assessment. (An assessment is usually Felsérakos Sory

conducted over three nights—often
Thursday Friday and Saturday nights.
It is most helpful to have members
from the partner church there before
and during the assessment.

It is up to theTransylvanian church
to contact RevCsabalodor to sched
ule an assessmeiitey will be asked

(Continued from page 5)

worker, a lawyertwo teachers, and a
Unitarian ministerThe diversity and
maturity that these facilitators bring to
the assessment process is extraordinary
By any measure the training, along with
the assessment, was extremely well
receivedA core group of in-country

to verify that they are prepared to agree facilitators is now on hand to conduct

to provide the following:

1. Housing and meals for the assess
ment team.

2. A suitable meeting location with
space enough for small andgar
groups

3. Pre-assessment invitations and
community preparation workhis
includes meeting with the mayor
leaders of local associations such
as farmers, foresters, womgn’
association, youth, all churches in
the community and the residents of
the town/village.

4. Contact with their Northmerican
partner It is hoped that community
assessments are something that
partners will do together in order
to give a better understanding of
theTransylvanian partn&s needs.
UUPCC suggests that the U.S.
partner be asked to pay the costs
associated with the assessment.
Most partners will be more than
pleased to fill this role.

For further information contact the
PCC ofice at cathycordes@uupcaor

PERSONAL REPORT ON FELSORAKOS—

AVAILABLE ON WEB

As a member of the Spokane, Washington UU church partnered with Felsérakos,
Mark Bohe and his wife Louise and another couple traveled to Felsérakos to lay
the groundwork for a community assessment in November 2005. He returned for
the entire month of November to assist with the preparations as well as to meet
with local leaders and others. He and Ildiké Kiss have written an interesting, full
account of these events and the friendships involved. The document, Why is
Spokane, Washington so Important to Felsérakos, Transylvania, Romania? can
be read in full on our website at www.uupcc.org/communitydev/Felsorakos/
BoheReportDEC05.do
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additional assessments.

A new association dfransylvanian
facilitators is being @anized and an
emeqing role for the U.S. partner
church in stimulating and syrgzing
the local UU church in community
development is becoming more clear
Work with local partners is progressing.
For example, the U.S. Peace Corps has
recommended that at least one velun
teer be posted to the Fels?rdkos area to
assist several communities, including
Felsorakos, in strengthening their envi
ronmental dbrts. This recommenda
tion is a direct result of the Felstrakos
assessment. @anizer of the Spokane
church partnership, Mark Bohe, has
established close working relations with
staf in the U.S. Embass¥inally and
perhaps most important, the UUPCC
has now received an invitation to eon
duct another participatory planning
exercise in the Nyik¥alley. Scheduled
for late February (2006), the exercise
will help the flood-ravaged villages
come to consensus about how to
rebuild their destroyed homes, devas
tated livelihoods, collapsed infrastruc
ture, and broken live3he UUPCC has
raised over $325,000 to support the
work of flood relief and rehabilitation.
The participatory planning will assure
that all residents of the impacted-vil
lages will have a say in how these
funds will be invested.

Lessons Learned
Several lessons have become clear dur
ing these pilot exercises, especially as a
result of the Felsdrédkos program.

The AssessmentdolsWork in
UUPCC communitiesAfter three vit
lage planning exercises, each of which
has succeeded in reducing conflict and
mobilizing communities, it is clear that

Partner Churchews



the participatory approach is well
suited for the UUPCC program.

The Broadened UUPCC Mission
is Timely. The community assessments
are redefining the nature of the partner
ships, moving from transfer of funds for
activities with the overseas partner
church to projects that impact the social
services, infrastructure, livelihoods, and
governance of the entire community
This new mode provides opportunities
for partnerships to have significant, visi
ble, and longeterm impact on the well-
being of the entire communitiven the
global movement to alleviate poverty
this new UUPCC focus fefrs concrete
opportunities for UUs to enter the global

challenge for poverty reduction.

The Nature of the NorthrAmeri-
can Partner Role is EvolvingPrevi
ously the NorttAmerican partnés role
was generally to transfer resources to
help with small projects within the

ships are building local leadership,
managerial, and technical capacities.
Arkos is learning about water systems
and mine rehabilitation; the Nyikéal-
ley communities are learning about
managing post-disaster recovery; Nag

partner church. In this arrangement, the binlod is learning how to mobilize a
North American partner was considered previously divided communityrhese

primarily as a source of fundBhe new
role considers the Nortamerican part
ner as a source of technical, manage

rial, and even entrepreneurial expertise

are important and long lasting-skills to
promote diective and continuing com
munity development.

and an ally to obtain external resources The UUPCC feels positive about these

to carry out projects.

The New &ategy Builds Capacity
of Community Institutions Of special
interest is the way in which the partner

new directions and is hopeful that its
new community development priority
will invigorate existing partnerships as
well as initiate new oness

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S COMN

A New Year

BY CATHY CORDES

he new year finds me taking stock

of where we have been and leok
ing to where we are going. Barbara
Beach said to me recently in a phone
conversation, “I think UUPCC is really
maturing as an genization.” Here at
the beginning of 2006, as | take a look
both forward and backward, | agree.

Indications of that maturity take
many forms, certainly one is stability
of core servicesThe professional staf
is well acquainted with procedures and
programs, backéte services of
accounting and database are well-
established and functional, the volun
teer stafis serving the needs of the
organization and the board of directors
is solid.

Churches in need of immediate
support find a helpful @ite and volun
teer staff—we may not have all the
answers but we know where to go to
find them and with whom to connect
you. The Partnership Handbools in
the final stages of development and we
are planning a series of “how to”
books on various topics including cem
munity development, pilgrimages for
your church, scholarships and other
projectsWe have plans underway for
“virtual conferences” gathered via con
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ference call around specific topics that
anyone can joiriThe networkers have
been reaganized to be more respon
sive and to dér the ability to link with

other churches here that are close prox

imity there.

The UUPCC pilgrimage service is
feeling more mature, with solid
accountability of finances, good con
nections and services in the countries
we serve. People who have used the
service have given it rave reviews.
New itineraries have been planned to
meet the needs of those with partners

as well as those exploring possibilities.

Financial stability is always rela
tive but we have made good progress
there as welWe met our goal for the
AnnualAppeal this year and immedi
ately passed a budget that calls for us
to increase that giving by over 50% in
2006.That's okay We have a hew
Sewardship Committee that is eur
rently working on the campaign to
make that happeAnd the response to
support for the flood appeal and com
munity development work was amaz
ing! It seems UUs are more than gen
erous when they feel their dollars are
being well spent.

Finally, the number of people who
support us through yearly individual or
family memberships have increased
dramatically this yealtf you are mem
ber, thank youYour annual member

Winter 2005-20@8vwwuupcc.org

ship dues provide the backbone of our
income that keep us operating. If you
are not yet a memheplease consider
joining today

We have made great progress
toward maturity as an ganization. |
have no doubt that with your help we
will continue toward a vision of UU
congregations as the foundation in the
quest, as our vision says, “to make
international engagement a moral and
spiritual principle of UU congrega
tional life.” ee

ORDINATION

Bishop Arpad Szab6 recognizes the newly
ordained Re¥dzsef Sombatfalvi, @inister in
Homorddszentmarton. During the ceremony
each new minister is recognized by the Bishop.
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A RESPONSE @ AN EDIDRIAL IN THE PCC NEBLETTER FRM TRANYLVANIA
From this Shore: Dif ficult Oppor tunities, Easy Ques tions

This esponse to an editorial by Barbara Beach,
President, and Cathy Cdes, Executive Déc

tor, was written by Kvari Kovéacs Istvan and
translated by Kocs-Meyers Julia in Janyar
2006. It was ablaviated for the newsletteio

find the original editorial, please go to
wwwuupcc.og/newsletterpdfs/pcn_v12-1.pdf
To read the complete tele, please go to
wwwuupcc.og/docs/Fom_this_She@_final.doc

We should be gratefith Barbara and
Cathy for collecting and publishing the
questions troubling the members of the UU
congregations returning froffransylva
nia—visitors that already had a chance to
get acquainted with not only the Hungarian
cuisine and “palinka,” but with other Hun
garian and Unitarian farings, tooThis
very action indicates that despite the
uncomfortable nature of these highly sensi
tive issues, we ought to talk about them

| believe that the “honeymoon” period
of the Partner Church movement started [in
1990] is overl think of it as a marriage in
which the initiation period ended and the

partners in the relationship have started to  fore it cannot be confused with chauvinism.

become aware of their @fences. Like it

borders of Hungarys trying to solve its
problems through the most civilized, legal
venues to claim what belongs to us.

| believe that our visiting UU friends
could benefit from a deeper understanding
of the history of Hungarians ifransylva
nia and the historical significance of [the
1920Treaty of] Trianon. | doubt whether
my American brother will understand the

meaning of living under a foreign rule as an

ethnic minority for 86 yearsVe were born
on this land, but through the course of his
tory our borders have been “shifted” above
our heads and one day we woke up to
become a minority on the very land we
considered our home for centuries.

| am not clear about whether we act
“superior” to Romanians. To survive as
an ethnic minoritywe need to create some
thing of a better qualityo have superior
work habits, knowledge, and academia. ...
we can delineatéransylvania by its cull
tural heritage from the rest of Romania,
knowing that this cultural heritage is the
source of identity for udVe are proud of
our heritage, ... it is a historical fact; there

or not, we have to face them and learn how prejudice against Gypsies

to deal with them! Or if | want to use the
metapharthe time is ripe for some marital
counseling. Questions that arise cannot be
“swept under the rug.”

| found it moving that after confessing
their discomfort related to theSeansyt
vanian issues, thmerican authors also
mention the fact they have some problems
within their denomination as wellve
might accept that they presented some of
their own issues because they are trying to
better understand the uncomfortable blem
ishes of thdransylvanian Unitarianism to
assist in understanding their own.

The experience of loss through mixed
marriages could be considered a shared
phenomenon, characterized as “the loss of
our children through religious intenar
riage and religious indérence.” ..\We
cannot discuss this issue lighthut we
would kindly ask ouAmerican brothers
and sisters: how they would proceed when
faced with a similar situation?

Hungarian “Superiority”?
According to my opinion, which is not the
official one, the so called Hungarian-

Following Beach and Cordesiiggestions,
we cannot escape the conversation about
this issueYes, just like the Hungarian-
Romanian problem, we do have a Gypsy
problem.

We Hungarians have a specific histori
cal experience that stems from our exem
plary micro-societal system: the orderly
Székely or Hungarian village communities,
something that would be very fiiult to
describe to ouAmerican brothers. When
a society built on the respect for order and

community ... The future needs to open
doors for this population.

Preaching in Hungarian; Christianity

The issue raised about our Hungarian
preaching and the exclusive character of
our worship services is coming from a
place of ignorance. | need to say this again:
to address this issue calmly and wiselyr
American brothers and sisters would need
to be more knowledgeable of our history
But if | am wrong, let me ask an “easier”
guestionWhen faced with a similar histeri
cal situation, what woultheydo? ...

It might be insignificant for ouAmeri-
can brothers, ... but we confess with Sandor
Marai, “I am grateful that fate brought me
the beautiful Hungarian language.” | am
wondering whether this phenomenon can
be understood from “the other shore:” this
is not an exclusivist or elitist attitude and it
does not mean that we do not respect other
languages! It simply means that | love and
treasure my native tongue. Can | hope that |
will not offend anybody with it? Following
the same line of thoughts: why would |
need to give up my Christian rootsfd
lastly, what would | replace them with?

OurAmerican brothers speak to us of
the necessity of tolerance and the respect
for differences, they should be paying
attention to their own attitudgve—my
colleagues and I—have had many negative
experiences while visiting UU congrega
tions in the U.S., where congregants made
us feel “very uncomfortable” by “remind
ing” us that there is no need to pray or read
from the Bible in their churches. ...

Being diferent is two faceted and it
works both ways. Christianity and the use
of the Hungarian language is our identity
and an essential part of our self-respect.
Just as we cannot deny the fact that our
nation lives through its language, we cannot
leave behind our Christian roots and the

honesty meets another culture whose valuegeachings of the Bible.

are incompatible, it is impossible to
embrace this detrimental pulling force ...
not even for the sake of being welcoming
and accepting. ...

There are always exceptions to the
rule. For example, | have some positive
experience from the Homord&tlley about

It seems that these are fiifilt ques
tions"—at least when they are asked from
the other shore. Maybe we can turn it
around and ask an easier question: what are
the main concepts behind UU identity and
its core values? Wmericans believe that
these values are very important, would they

successful integration attempts ... where the be willing to give them up, even for a short

congregation had a few trustworttinard-
working Gypsy families who supported the
church financiallyOne Gypsy family
bought the house right next to the church
parsonage, where | lived with my family.
Their ability to conform to our values led to

Romanian issue does exist, but not in a waytheir acceptance.

that many of ouAmerican visiting brothers
perceive it . . . .1 wish that odmerican
friends would not fayet- that the Hungar
ian minority pushed out of the physical

8

period of time? ...

We do have difculties and problems.
But we need to focus on the positive: “we
need to build if we want to live.” But | also
believe that our &brts, by themselves,
might not be enough because “God is the
player on Historys ogan.”We will hold up

When it comes to the Gypsy issues, we our hope and faith, because we are Ghrist

should be careful not to generalize. If the
Gypsies are willing to make arfet,

sooner or later they will be accepted by the

Winter 2005-20@6vwwuupcc.org
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Flood Relief F und Tops
$350,000

BY CaTHY CORDES

Thanks to a generous $100,000 dona
tion from the Congregation at Shelter
Rock, NY, relief money for those
affected by the flash flooding in the
Nyiko Valley, Transylvania has topped
$350,000These funds were collected
jointly by the UUAand UUPCC. Con

gregations and individuals across North group became the

America reached out to help. North
American churches partnered with
churches in the region responded
personally

Your contributions and those of
others go a long way to replace and
rebuild the property that was damaged
or destroyedwhen | visited the Nyiko
Valley in November | saw the new
houses and the repair work that has
taken place. | heard stories of the-out
pouring of help and support from
neighboring communitieThe resi
dents of these communities were
clearly still in mourning for those lost
and for lives interrupted. But there was
also a glimmer of hope and comfort in
the emotional as well as financial sup
port given by Unitarian Universalists in

lages of Kobatfalva,
Székely-szentmihaly
and Kadécs to asses
the damage and ove
see relief work. Rev
Laszl6 Szabd, the
President of ODFIE,
the Unitarian Church
YouthAssociation of
Transylvania, was on
of the oganizersThis

Relief Committee tha

manages and distrib

utes the funds from the U.S and Gana
dian Unitarian Universalists as well as
from other relief agencies from other
countriesThe Unitarian Church of
Transylvania asked the UUPCC to
work with this committee and gave
them their full blessing to administer
relief funds.

Longer Term Plans

Long-range plans are being developed
for flood control - especially in Kobat
falva. The bridge between Kiskadacs
and Nagykadacs is being rebullhe
kindegarten and school in
Székelyszentmihaly need extensive
repairs.The roads, already in bad

North America. Everyone who spoke to shape, are even worse ndvuch
me asked me to pass on how much thairemains to be done and people have

support has meant to the recovery of
these villages.

Organizing in the Nyiko Valley
Immediately after the flooding
occurred, the Dean of the district—
Rev Jozsef Sombatfalvi—joined
together with the ministers of the-vil

begun to think about the long-term

solutions to some of these problems.
The UUPCC will join together

with other agencies working in this

area, including the Romanian Environ

mental Partnership Foundation of Gsik

szereda and the local government to

February with the help of our newly
trained facilitators. For more informa
tion on this community development
program see our website at
http://Aww uupcc.og/community
development.htm

Work Camp
In July 2006, the UUPCC will ganize
two work camps to provide assistance
to villagers and to work on civic proj
ects.The participants will be ably
directed by two volunteers with exten
sive experience with construction in
Romania, Max Russell of Newburyport,
MA andAndrewWeber of Pittsbugh,
PA. More information about this is
available atvwww.uupcc.og/trips.html

We will continue to print updates
on the expenditures of these funds with
monthly updates on our website at
WWW.UUpCC.og

Thank you for being a part of this
effort and truly demonstrating the ear
ing and hope that comes from working
together for the realization of a world

complete a planning assessment in late community ee
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VILLAGE PROJECTE:

A Pacific N orthwest Church’s
History in Transylv ania

By BArRB CLAGETT, BELLEVUE, WA

—ast Shore Unitariag’relationship
Lwith our partner church ifiransy}
vania began in the early days of the
movement when the Reverend Leon
Hopper an original member of the

them.A growing congregation helps
here.We try to keep information and
enegy flowing through regular
monthly meetings, an updated bulletin
board, notices in church bulletins and
e-mails, annualransylvanian church
services, and annual Partner Church
weekends to raise money and educate
ourselves.

Here are some specifics on how

Partner Church Council, established theprojects have been selected and what

linkage between Bellevui/ashing

ton’s East Shore Unitarian Church and
the Unitarian Church iorockdszent
gyomy (TSG). His endless enthusiasm
for partnership was—and continues to
be—the spark that led congregational
members to join him in supporting the
TSG congregation by raising money
for a tractor and giving other financial
support in the early 1999'He also
made solo journeys to the village. But
it wasnt until group trips were gan
ized that the very real possibility of
doing side-by-side work within the il
lage manifested itself. In the initial trip
in 1999, the villagers treated a group of

the actual joint projects have been
within this partnershipAlthough ideas
from our church may have sparked
some of the projects, it has been the
village church board, working with
their minister that has made the final
decisions on which projects to under
take. Now for the projects.

In 2001, 14 of us spent eight days
in the village, carrying out our first real
side-by-side project&ll who worked
together shared lunch and dinneat
ing food cooked by a group of village
women.We stayed comfortably in vil
lage homes. Reverend Koppandi
Botond, widely known as Boti, also

The painting crew on break from painting the
church interig2003)

them with multiple coats, and buying
tables and chairs for those rooméell
before our trip, we had sent a shipment
of equipment and supplies. How we
worked together evolved naturally and
quite easilyMany mini projects hap

12 as honored guests who could not lift hired English-speaking friends of his as pened on the spot, as the need was

a finger Since then, 12 to 18 members
of our congregation have traveled to
TSG three times in alternate years,

interpreters. (All hosts, cooks, and
interpreters were, of course, compen
sated, using PCC guideline$he basic

seenVillage men did most of the hard
physical labarespecially the digging,
but several had much-needed carpentry

each trip building on the one preceding project decided upon was restoring the skills. We “helpers” tended to do the

it; each one involved in some kind of
project.Villagers have gradually
accepted that we want to work with
them too!

By now most partner churches
know that positive relationships based
on many shared experiences are the
underpinnings of strong partnerships.
Keeping them strong requires constant
attention from impassioned Unitarians
on both sides of thatlantic. Planning
and carrying out joint projects is one
way that profits both Unitarians in

Transylvania and the travelers who staying and preparing

in their villages, towns, and cities. It is
fun, rewarding, and ergieing.

AND all of this takes enormous
enegy and commitmeniThe PC com
mittee at East Shore is constantly on
the lookout for new recruits to join

10

cantofs house across the street from
the church.

projects that suited our skills and

Village church
members donateg
a day or more of
their time,
according to a
church “policy”
The project
involved digging
atrench for a
pipe to bring
water in; repai

walls, ceilings,
and window
frames in two

previously Unus  Torockészentgyorgy Unitarians look on as EasReiéreter Luton and

able meeting

rooms; painting  of partnership.

Winter 2005-2006 wwwuupcc.org

TorockészentgyosgRRevBotond Koppandi plant a tree symbolizing 15 years
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strengths: scraping, scrubbing, paint
ing, and keeping materialsgamized.
With Boti's permission, several of us
also built a compost pile behind the
parsonage and sorted out ay&ar
trash/garbage pile that had accumu
lated over the yearVe even did a
short “training” session on composting
for interested adults and children.

A final project during that trip was
side-by-side help of another saftith
Boti's blessing, the women in our
group gathered village women in the
church to suggest that they form a
Womens AssociationThrough inter
preters we described our rich experi
ences back home in such groups.
Resistance came first: ‘®\tlont have
anything to share with each other
because our lives are just alike.” 8V
dont know how to lead a group.” “The
ministers wife should lead us, but he
doesnt have one yet.” “W dont have
time...our work is too demanding.”
After a lot of listening and a few sto
ries, we suggested that three women
volunteer to be a committee of leaders
whom Boti would help if needed.
Three women finally came forward
reluctantly and shyhA small group
from our group met with them sepa
rately with an interpreter to answer
their questions and encourage them.
Before we left the village, they had
formed “tea and cookies evenings” for
women onlyinviting women in our
group to the first onéfter serving us
homemade treats that they had some
how managed to bake in their very
limited “free” time, they tried to teach
us their magnificent embroidery tech
niguesWe struggled but learned a bit,
much to their delight. Not long after
we left the village, one woman
emepged as a true leader

In 2003 the next group, made up
partly of old-timers with some enthusi
astic newcomers, arrived to help clean
and repaint the interior of the church.
This job involved more side-by-side
work, this time lagely with women.

It was during this trip that Laurie
Simons, using a grant from the
Margaret Fuller fund within the UU
Womens Federation, interviewed 20

Partner Churchlews

females in the village,
ranging in age from 4
to 84.The resulting
video/DVD, “Women
in Transylvania’(see
note, below)is now
being shown in many
UU congregations
across the countryn
the video, some of the
same women who
were reluctant to start
aWomensAssocia
tion now claimed they

were getting great

“The family dog comes to church?"kédppandi'mother antiSG

sustenance from their Unitarians share a laugh with Easts3wantsara Shelton in 2003. On

meetings, held mostly our next visit in 2005 we took photos of all the families in town (some w
d the family cows or goats) for the soon-to-be-piGstdctory

during the late fall an
winter.

Last fall (2005) 18 travelers spent
a week interviewing and photograph
ing every willing member of the vil
lage (including non-Unitarians) for a
village directory By this time, théVest
Seattle UU Fellowship had joined East
Shores partnering ébrts, and one of
their members was among the travel
ers.The whole village participated
with only two refusals. Interpreters

Every church partnership has a dif
ferent scenario, a d#rent set of
diverse individuals interacting in
unique ways and carrying out diverse
projects. But the commonalities shared
by successful partnerships are just a
few: the enggetic dedication by a
group of individuals on each side of
the partnership to keep in good com
munication through mutual respect, a

were students we have been supportinglot of listening, and openness to learn

in their high school education. On an
earlier trip, a traveler had shown the
East Shore directory to villagerghey
wanted one tocArmed with laptops
and digital cameras, teams fanned out

ing more about each other and the
ways we practice our religioithe

Rev Peter Luton expressed it this way
after his 2005 trip last fall, when
Thanksgiving communion was cele

into the village, gathering basic data on brated in our village church: “As we

names, birth dates, occupations, and
then asked three questiokghat is
your hope for the village®/hat is your
hope for the future of your family?
And, Is there anything you would like
us to know about your family history?

stood in a serpentine circle around the
communion table, ReKoppandi and
Rev Leon Hopper déred us first

bread and then winénd | understood

in a new way what it means to say that
faith gives life, to feel in my body that

Photos were taken of all and were sent the body of Love is One, to give

back to the village by this past Chyist
mas. In the spring the completed direc
tories will be sentThe impact of hav
ing a directory is yet to unfold.

NOTE:

The web address for the company from
which you can order the Women of
Transylvania video is available on the
UUPCC web page under Resources:
http://www.uupcc.org/resources.htm

Winter 2005-20@8vwwuupcc.org

thanks for the gift of life, especially
when life isnt always so good.ée

Photos ae thanks to David Lubinski and Barb
Clagett.
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BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT

Introducting kicsi (little) Kinga Szé&aty to

Rev Kinga-Reka Zsigmond Szekely and Csabg

Szekely of Homorddszentp€itega was born

August 12 and joins brother Csaba, age 2, and

Kende, age 4.

B cnevs

PARTNER CHURCH NEWS IS
AVAILABLE
ELECTRONICALLY!

Some of you have asked to receive
your newsletter electronically.

We have set up a system to e-mail a
PDF file to those who request it.

Just send your e-mail address to
office@uupcc.org and let us know that
you want to receive future editions this
way. Paper copies are easily printed
from the PDF.

In order to read the PDF file we
send, you will need to download
Adobe’s Acrobat Reader. You can get
the reader for free at
www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/
readstep.htmi

It can also be accessed via the
website: www.uupcc.org.

The Keményfalva church steeple, in the
Homordd valley

Emerson Church (Houston) Conducts Communion—

Transylv anian Style

BY DEFORESTRALPH, HousTON, TX

n the evening of December 18,

the Partner Church Committee at
Emerson Unitarian Church (Houston),
conducted dransylvanian Unitarian
style Communion Service in the parish
hall. The Order of Service was similar
to aTransylvanian service, with the
addition of a chalice lighting. DeForest
Ralph, co-chair of the committee was
the “celebrant.’A recording of Hymn
Number 2 from th@ransylvanian
hymnal, sung in Hungarian, was the
last piece in the prelude. Following the
opening hymn, in English of course,
deForest used thigansylvanian cate
chism to explain the basic religious
tenants held by th&ransylvanian Uni
tarians and the importance of the Gom
munion Service for them.

For the Communion Service itself,
everyone gathered around the Commu
nion table, which was adorned with the
churchs Communion silver set. (Grape
juice was provided in the stead of
wine.) No ofering was taken during
the serviceAs do theTransylvanians, a
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box for oferings was placed on the
table near the doowith the oferings
going to the Committee and the Partner
Church Council. Following the service,
there was a reception with light
refreshments and a time for fellowship.
All'in all, it was a most gratifying
evening.

The Committee is planning on
hosting communion services on more
or less the same schedule asTizt
sylvanians. Our next service will be
MaundyThursday and our co-minster
will participate. It will be followed by
services on Pentecost Sunday and then
the final Sunday in Septemb&hanks
giving Day for theTransylvanian Uni
tarians As was done for this service,
invitations to attend will go to all of
the UU congregations and fellowships
in the Greater Houston area.

The Committees objectives are
twofold: One is to increase the aware
ness of, and sense of connectedness
with, theTransylvanian Unitarians and
their spiritual resources; the second is
to provide a communion service for
those UUs who desire to have a eom
munion service in a setting that they
will find to be comfortable, meaning
ful, and spiritually rewarding/Ve also
hope that other UU Partner Church
committees will find ways to utilize the
Transylvanian Communion service to
enrich their programs and strengthen

their partnershipse
For further information, please feekf to

DeForest Ralph, “celebrant,” with the communigdhtact deFoest Ralph by email at

silver set.

Winter 2005-20@6vwwuupcc.org

HdRalph@alumni.rice.edu.
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KHASI HILLS TRIP
“Just Imagine”

BY HAL FULLER, FAIRFAX, VA

During the last week of October
eight UUs fromVirginia visited
their partner churches in the Khasi
Hills of India. Imagine what they
found...

Imagine a land of rolling green
hills and valleys with the mighty
Himalayas on the distant horizon ...
hillsides spotted with pine trees and
banana plants ... tangled ungiewth
filled in places with orchids and roses
... valleys filled with rice paddies,
potato fields, and vegetable gardens. ...
tumbling streams racing over rocky
precipices and falling hundreds of feet

to the plains below ...

Even more exciting, imagine that a
substantial portion of the population
share our Unitarian-Universalist princi
ples and values. Imagine that 30 of
these towns and villages contain Uni
tarian churches. Imagine that some of

Ksehrynchang Classroom.
the villages even have Unitarian
all ethnic and faith group—Hindu or

Moslem,Animist or Christian—it
seems not to matter

schools that welcome enroliment from

MANY CHURCHES IN INDIA SEEKING PARTNERS

Yes, it is true—there are 10,000 Unitarians in India! In the beautiful, remote Khasi
Hills area of North East India, directly north of Bangladesh and south of Bhutan,
there are people who share our values and beliefs. Most of these Unitarians are
farmers who live in villages surrounded by the natural beauty of ethereal hills,
gorges, waterfalls and views of the Himalayas in the distance. They also live in a
world of poverty—most live well below the global poverty level. Many live without
necessities that most of us consider basic—running water, sanitation facilities, and
schools beyond level four.

In spite of their hardships, their liberal religion brings much joy and comfort into
their daily lives. Many of these Indian Unitarian congregations, both large and
small, are seeking U.S. partners to build strong bonds of friendship, love and
connection.

PARTNERSHIP OR SOCIAL JUSTICE PROJECT

If you would like more information about the possibility of a first or second partner-
ship or a social justice project, please contact Dee Idnani—Networker for India:
didnani@yahoo.com or call 703-938-3908. There is a complete list of the 11
churches that are seeking partners with descriptions and photos. There is also a
list of Unitarian schools seeking partners through a sponsorship program. At pres-
ent, there are several functioning partnerships in North East India, but many more
churches and schools are looking for this special connection. For the complete
list/ packet of churches seeking partners go to www.uupcc.org/docs/Partners
NeededInindia.pdf

DEE IDNANI
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Six of usVirginians came from the
UU Congregation of Fairfax, and were
joined by two members of tieghomas
Jeferson Memorial Church of Char
lottesville. The ultimate goal of the
UUCF group was to spend time with
our partner church in Puriang, a village
located about an hagrdrive from
Shillong, the capital of thet&e of
MeghalayaThe two Charlottesville
members had as their destination their
partner church in the village of
Nongkrem.

Unfortunately not all is tranquil in
the Khasi Hills, despite the idyllic set
ting and its beautiful, hospitable people.
Poverty of the spirit may be rare, but
economic poverty is all too common.

Most of the people who live out
side of Shillong are farmers or farm
laborers. Children often must leave
school during their formative years in
order to help earn a living for their
families—either as farm laborers or in
the extractive industries that are begin
ning to scar the pristine landscape.
When work is available, farm laborers
are paid 200 rupees a day (half that
amount if they are womeniJhat is the
equivalent of $4 (and $2) per day for
10 to 12 hours of back-breaking labor
—when it is available.

(Continued on page 14)
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Jug Imagine!
(Continued from page 13)

In many areas the infrastructure—
transportation systems, power grids,
and telecommunications—is stretched
to the breaking poinThere are no rail
roads or major airports serving the
region. Main arterial roads, although
paved, are choked with heavy lorries
and ancient buses that emit polluting
fumes as they crawl slowly between
the major towns.

Health problems aboun@/hile
there are few signs of acute malnutri
tion in the villages, the infant mortality
rate is one of the highest in India.
Many of the Khasi sfér acute anemia,
and other diseases that are brought
about because of inadequate sanitation
and contaminated water supplies.

Potable water is a serious problem
for some of the villages. During the
six-month wet season (600 inches of
rain per year) the Puriang villagers
obtain water from the “near source’—
a spring a mile distant. During the dry
season, water comes from the “far
source”—a stronger spring located
down a steep hillside at twice the-dis
tance from the village.

Our purpose for going to Puriang
was threefold:

Firstly, we went to strengthen the

SPIRIT OF LIFE
(KHASI VERSION)

Translation by Rev. H.H.Mohrmen
Along with phonetics in italics

Mynsiem jingim, to wan sha nga
Mensame jinkim, t'0’ (as in go) van sha nga
Rwai ha dohnud; ki jingpynkhih mynsiem sngewlem
Rwhy ha dohnote; key jingpenkhih mensame sngewlem
Beh ha ka lyer, per ha duriaw
Beh ha ka layer, pair ha doreow
Khih ha lynghoh; ban pynwan dur jingim ba hok

Khih ha length-hoh; band penvan door jink-im ba hock

Thied bat ia nga, thabniang pynlait
Thade(as in blade) bat ya nga, thabniang penlight

Mynsiem jingim wan sha nga wan sha nga.
Mensame jinkim, van sha nga van sha nga.

Secondlywe wanted to see how
the financial and other assistance that
we had provided the school during the
past year had been put to Uae had
received communications from Ditoll
Mylliemngap, principal of the Unitar
ian School; and from Retdelpme
Mohrmen, visitor/minister of the
Unitarian Church, but we wanted to see

primary need—a better water system.
We had established at UUCF a “Puri
angWater $rategies GroupArmed
with a checklist of appropriate ques
tions to ask and things to look faur
UUCEF visitors set about to learn about
Puriangs water problems and what
might be done about them.

We met with the village council,

ties between our congregations and our for ourselvesWe were not dis-

partner churches. In the case of UUCF
and Puriang, our partnership is less
than a year oldlwo exploratory trips
had been made by members of our

appointedThe school is fully stééd
with dedicated, competent faculty

state dficials, administrators of Indian
federal grant programs and interna
tional assistance programs to discuss

There was new classroom construction.water and sanitation issu&¥e drank a

The state government had delivered

congregation before we established the long-promised computers. Meals are

lot of tea while discussing water!
What will come of all these dis

partnershipAnd we were received so
warmly! The welcome came not only
from the 57 Unitarian families that
reside in Puriang, but from the elders
and indeed, from the entire village.

being provided to youngsters who-oth cussions remains to be se€here are

erwise would go hungry
Finally, we went to Puriang

promises of a new piped-in water sys
tem for Puriang and a neighboring-vil

because we wanted to pursue what the lage to be built by thet&e govern

village council had identified as their

“PARTNERS IN FAITH” VIDEO

“Partners in Faith” is a UUPCC video that has gotten good reviews everywhere. This 17
min. video provides an overview of how international partnerships affect congregations and

individuals.

You can borrow the video from Executive Committee members or from your district networker
(see www.uupcc.org and search on networker). You can also order a copy of your own by
sending a check made payable to UUPCC for $20 (includes video and postage) to:

UUPCC / P.O. Box 88, / Bedford, MA 01730-0088
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ment. It will use gravity flow (not
dependent upon erratic electricity) to
deliver water to stand-pipes located
strategically throughout the villagé/e
have promises that once the water sys
tem is installed, we can work coopera
tively with the authorities to bring sani
tation facilities and, equally important,
education about sanitation, to the
village. Just imagine..ee
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A Reminiscence of Don Harrington

| HAVE FOND MEMORIE®f Don Harington. In

1993, when | made my first visit taaifisylvania, he and
Aniko wee dividing their time between Newrk and
Homorddjandsfalva, wherthey sared the Unitarian
congegation. During my trip planning, | phoned Don in
NYC to ask about the cost of a Romanian tractor and the
various complexities involved in buying one. He wag ver
helpful and invited me to come to Janosfalva.

What impessed me about Don was his amazing
enegy and his seemingly limitless st@f ceative ideas.
He andAniko had oganized a doll-making cooperative.
A group of Janosfalva women made beautiful dolls,
dressing them in Székely costumes. Whenever the Har
ringtons travelled back to the U.S., theyraat several
dolls with them and sold theneturning the poceeds to
the women.

Don was utterly devoted to theestgthening of the
Transylvanian Unitarian Chah and the msewation of
village life. He was one of the people who stood as a
beacon in the early days of UUahsylvanian paner-
ship.

—JEANNE Kocsis
UNITARIAN SOCIETY OF NORTHAMPTON (MA)

Paper “quilt” made from squares (in traftaimsdvanian designs)

colored in by First Parish in Bedford (MA) church3ttisolais part

of a one-morning project by the Partner Church committee to introduce
the children to various aspects of villageliéewere also songs and
pictures and a small vocabulary lesson.

Project Har vest Hope Report dards, provide farmer education and  « providing a grant to Harvest Hope

BY CECILIA KINGMAN MILLER, networking, and to form milk coopera  pro Homordd, to secure a matching EU
PHH VicE PRESIDENT tives. grant to upgrade the Karacsonyfalva
s European Union accession for In the spring of 2005, PHH gant Dairy Farm;

Romania rapidly approaches,-vil  ized and funded a landmark conference « presenting lectures at General
lagers inTransylvania face gent new  in Transylvania, bringing together for Assembly by the ReDr. Thandeka,
challengesThe EU has exacting stan  the first time village farmers, grassroots and Gabor Kolumban;

dards for agricultural products, and community oganizers, academics, eeon « and ofering pilgrimages tdransyt
each newly joining country has strug  omists and funding agencies, including vania.
gled to preserve its family farnmibhe EU representatives, to share information If the Unitarian villages and the
threat is real and immediate: if farmers and plan for the futur@his event pro way of life that has been inspirational
are not adequately prepared for the vided important skills for building to so many Nortmericans are to sur
accession, small scale farms willfenf =~ Romanias fledgling civil society vive in the encroaching global econ
economic collapse, lands will be taken PHH's other accomplishments this omy; all of us who are concerned must
over by corporations and outside entre year include: act promptly and must act together
preneurs, and the villages will die. » providing calves and heifers to For more information about Project
Project Harvest Hope, as a UUA  needy villagers, including families who Harvest Hopes eforts, visit our web
affiliate organization, is promoting lost their animals in the NyiKdalley site atwww.projectharvesthope qree
partnership for sustainable agriculture flood;
and village development ifransylva * establishing a Milk Production This iepot has been sheened by the editor; to
nia. With our local partners, PHH has ~ Cooperative in Homorédkaracseny see the full version, please go to
helped to ayanize to meet EU stan falva, wwwuupcc.og/newsletters.html
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UU FLAG

After searching unsuccessfully for many months for an "official" UU flag, it
appears that there is no such thing available. The entrance hall to our building is
square and the membership had voted to have 4 flags—one on a pole in each
corner. The four were to be USA, UN, Rainbow and UU. The first three were
quickly installed, but the UU pole remained bare. Then our Partner Church
Committee came forward with an idea to ask our partner in Sinfalva to handmake
one for us. We purchased the material locally and delivered it along with a model
obtained from a UU pennant with the flaming chalice symbol. We finally have our
flag completed-and it is not only beautiful, but a symbolic reminder to all who pass
by of our partner. Note that the design emphasizes the similarity of the chalice
symbol with the dove symbol. A dedication ceremony is planned in the near future
to present the flag to the congregation. Photos are available at
http://photobucket.com/albums/v218/MUF/Photos_sent from_Sinfalva 2005/

and http://photobucket.com/albums/v218/MUF/Embroidered Flag/

GABOR Kiss CHAIR PCC; DoN Price MEMBER PCC, MoRRISTOWN (NJ) UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP

A Train Trip to Dev a Istanbul. Swaying with the motion of
BY LYNN CARLSON, Fox VALLEY UU the train, sits an elderlpearded Hun
FeLLOWSHIR, APPLETON, WI garian manA serious man, eyes cast

B oarding the train for the eight-hour downward, expressionless, non-interac
ride from Budapest, Hungary to  tive, a sad countenance.

Kolozsvar Romania, | slowly wedge A few hours into our journeyne
my way through an aisle thick with of the French women passes Tier
passengers to the train compartment to Tac box around the compartment.
which Paula, HeathgeBill and | are Soon, four Déva-bound pilgrims, two

assigned. In the compartment, eight ~ French women, one Romanian man
passengers, speaking fourfeliént lan and one Hungarian man have joined in
guages, stow their luggage overhead savoring mintyTic-Tacs.The serious
and crowd onto the two facing benches.Hungarian gentleman begins digging
The initial mood is quiet, as we trundle through his backpack and produces

through the countryside, passing plums and nectarines, which he passes

splashy fields of yellow sunflowers, amongst us. He stoically watches as
horse-drawn carts, cemetery gravesites the bag circulates the compartment.
adorned by fresh gladiolus and zinnias, The ripe, juicy sweet fruit brings

and skirted women in fields hoisting  slurps, smiles, warm juice trickling
hay with wooden pitchforks onto wag down chins, dérs of thanks. He is
ons. Next to me, a Romanian gentle  pleased. | feel a warming amongst

man is working crossword puzzles, strangers, as if our train compartment
holding a small transistor radio to his  uttered a relaxing exhale. Eyes meet.
ear eating a bologna sandwich and Now, using hand expressions and

juicy apricots Two young women from  speaking intenselyassionatelyand
France are backpacking their way to  expressively in Hungarian, the sad

16 Winter 2005-20@6vwwuupcc.org

looking fellow traveler begins to share
his storyWe gradually come to under
stand that in 1956, when the Hungari
ans revolted against the Soviets, he was
imprisoned in a camp far from home

for 5 years. Many of his friends died.
The pain that this memory holds is-evi
dent.With his hands held in a prayer
pose and his eyes cast skyward, he
motions giving thanks for surviving the
prison camp. In response, | take a deep,
slow; audible breath of fresh air
expressing the simple pleasure of
breath and life. He understands. Smiles.
Kisses his joined fingers, expressing
that freedom is sweet.

From his backpack he now
retrieves his photo3he gentleman
from Romania opens an envelope,-pro
ducing photos. Bill passes his photos
around the compartmerithe two
French women are taking photos.
Addresses are exchanged. Our eom
partment feels alivelhere is a vitality
synegy and enggy that almost
buzzes...All too soon, our train
approaches Kolozsvarhe Hungarian
gentleman retrieves his luggage from
the overhead rack, puts on his jacket,
and exits our compartment for the hall
way, turning before he is out of sight to
nod good-byeThrough tears, | blow
him a kiss. He smiles and blows a kiss
back.

This transient moment on a
crowded, strangedflled train was pre
found and powerful for me. Just for a
moment, we melted the boundaries that
can exist and separate. It is such heart-
warming and tender moments from our
trip that | return to, that | touch like a
smooth rubbing stone, that remind me
thatWEAREALL ONE. ee

HELP TO RING THE BELLS—
JOIN BELLRINGERS!

Sign up with Pat Rodgers at
patrodgers@sbcglobal.net

Partner Churchews



Art for Déva

BY LEE BOEKE BURKE

This summeipilgrims flom our Fox -
ley UU Fellowship oAppleton, Wécon
sin deliveed to our painers a vey spe
cial housewarming gift.

Three panels were created as a
gift from our Fellowship to the
congregation of the Déva Unitar
ian ChurchThey were carried
over to Déva with our Pilgrims
and were presented as a token ¢
our deepening friendship.

The idea for a special

“housewarming” gift originated

in last February as plans were being
developed for the visit to Dévahis

was our sixth trip to be with our Part
ner Church in Romania; our previous
visit occurred in NovembgP003 when
several members of our Fellowship
attended the Dedication of the new
Déva churchThe building for the
church had been purchased with the
help of a lage contribution from Fox
Valley, and grant money received from
the Neenah Presbyterian Chur€he
building is now being remodeled to
serve as a worship place not only for
the Déva Unitarians, but Unitarians
acrosslransylvania who travel to the
sacred site in Déva where the founder
of the Unitarian church was martyred.
A guest house and parsonage will also
be developed there.

A call went out inviting Fellowship
artists to participate in thisrt for Déva
ProjectAmong those who responded
were printmakers, fabric artists, doll

Partner Churchews

makers, and specialists in beading,
painting and drawinglhe idea of cre

ating three canvas panels that would be

easy to transport-and serve as a good
field for our various talents, originated
at that first meetingrhe basic theme

of sacred nature and ‘Mingling of the
Waters’also came about then.

Ten diferent artists contributed in
some way to this proje@pproxi-
mately once every week to week and a
half there were group get-togethers
during which the artists would collabo
rate to advance the design work and
make decisions regarding fabric
choices and other artistic and symbolic
elementsThen the artists would take
turns taking the panels home to work
either in solo or small group fashion
until the next meeting when the collab
orative creative problem solving would
start up again.

We hope that the spirit of love for
our Partner Church that we sewed into
these panels comes across to you and
our friends across the oceae.

Participating artists: Margaret Alexander,
Lee Boeke Burke, Gail Dolan, Sherry
Gates, Vickie Milde, Charles Mitchell,
Marge Olenski, Medith Phillips, Jane
Salsich and Chris Serra.

A “GIFT CARD” T O DEVA

congregations.

We wish to celebrate the partnership between Fox Valley and the Unitarian
Church of Déva with a special gift. A group of artists collaborated to create a
wall hanging for your new building that symbolizes our relationship and illus-
trates our interconnectedness. We had several inspirations for this work. One
was reading #608 from our hymnal: This Clay Jug by Kabir.

Another inspiration was the memory of Zoltan and lidik6 Koppandi’s visit
to our Fellowship in the Spring of 2004. During the children’s story, lldi painted
two rivers flowing together to represent the coming together of our two

We also used similarities in our natural environments to parallel our spiritual
similarities. Nature is our primary symbol because many of us see the beauty
and wonder of nature as the manifestation of the divine spirit. We see the same
night sky overhead—both Déva and Appleton are close to 45'N latitude.

Clay jugs represent our two congregations. The water pouring from the jugs
and mingling together symbolizes the spirit of life flowing between us now and
through the ages. Water sustains our physical lives; our relationships with each
other sustain our spiritual lives. This is our way of honoring the interdependence
between your lives and ours, and between all of our lives and the cycles of
nature. We are all part of the Earth. What we do to the planet affects us all. This
is a sacred connection—the great circle of being.

You have also helped us put our belief in social justice into action. You have
inspired us by preserving your faith through centuries of adversity. We honor our
differences and celebrate all that we have in common. We look at the same sky.
We dream the same dreams of freedom, justice and peace. As Francis David
said, "We need not think alike to love alike." Please accept this artwork as a
gesture of peace and a lasting expression of our love.

—Gail Dolan
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MOUNT VERNON:
Scholar ship Program His tory

BY JANICE FITZPATRICK

MountVernon Unitarian Church in
Alexandria,VA may have the lgest
and longest-running scholarship pro
gram among churches with partners in
Transylvania.

In the beginning (1997) Mount
Vernons successful scholarship pro
gram and partnership with Szent-

ner church committee in the village.
Today there is still one original mem
ber who graduated from the university
and has been teaching in the village
school for three years. Inflation has
caused the amounts of aid needed to
increase, and thus the number of spon
sors per student has increasHuls
year some students have as many as
four sponsors.

To be eligible for assistance, the
students must live in the village full

haromsag has been substantially aided time (not just summers with the grand

by three major factors:

1. Having a committee member attend
ing University in Kolozsvar —a
person who could visit, telephone,
and speak with the villagers was
very important to communications.

2. The proximity of Szentharomséag to
a major city and therefore access to
email, used by the committee mem
bers and the minister

3. The committee members from
Szentharomsag learning English.
Our partner minister also speaks an
writes English.

The scholarship program began
after a group trip from M¥/ernon to

the partner village in the summer of

1999.We realized then that there were

young people who wanted to attend a

university or high school, but for whom

funds—and often theourageto
apply—were not availabl&hree

young university students on the com

mittee quickly determined who from

the village would get scholarship aid
and how much it would b&Ve Ameri-
cans had said we would sponsay
student from the village—not just Uni
tarians.They agreed with this idea and
proceeded to email us a list of 19-stu
dents.The students wished to attend
trade schools, high school or universi
ties. One student attended a boarding
school for the deaf in Koloszvarhe
amounts requested covered room and
board where needed, transportation to
and from the village, and special fees.

The total amount of scholarship aid

sent for that school year was approxi

mately $8,000.
The recipients continue to be
chosen in the same way—by the part

18

parents)Age is not a limit—there are
three adults attending university now
two of them teachers becoming certi

2002, 2003, and 200Zhese trips
always bring renewed interest in spon
soring and in being members of the
committee Visitors usually stay with
families who have a sponsored student
(if they sponsor a student, they often
stay with that studerst’family).

We ask the sponsors and the stu
dents to communicate at least once per
school year with each other and most
do. Many of our sponsors are long term
and have funded a particular student for
several years, or have contributed to
different students, as needed.

The Partner Church Committee has
a non-designated fund line in the

fied. Several of our students have taken church operating budgetll our funds

computer and English courses, in addi
tion to their other studies. Many stu
dents started out in trade school, then
were accepted into a high school, and
have even continued to a university
MVUC's partner church committee
coordinated group trips to Romania in

go through the churchfafe. The non-
designated fund means that we can
carry our money from one fiscal year to
another Sponsors are given tax
deductible receipts on church letter
head, signed by the church treasurer
and the committee chaiwe

MOUNT VERNON UNITARIAN CHURCH

» Provide emotional and spiritual support
» Provide financial support

— yearly contribution to the village school

» Assisting at fund raising events
Current fundraising efforts are as follows:

» Fundraising brunches and dinner

volunteer efforts as the brunches.

meetings is also encouraged.
collection.

food donations, clean up help, etc.

PARTNER CHURCH COMMITTEE GUIDELINES

» Foster communication and deepen friendships

— monthly ministerial and cantor stipend, and a yearly congregational contribution

» Foster awareness and understanding of each other’s cultures
» Enable education opportunities through a scholarship program

We expect that committee members will participate by:
» Attending monthly business/planning meetings

» Scholarship program (recruiting sponsors; sending funds)

— The committee offers 3 to 5 brunches per church year when there is only one
church service. We generally gain at least $600 profit from each. Each brunch
involves shopping, contributing food, and helping with set up, cooking, serving, and
clean up. The process is well practiced and not difficult.

— The fund raising dinner is also well received and involves generally the same

It is essential that each committee member help at every fund raising effort. Often, even
if away on the day of the event, members can contribute in some way.

Membership in the UU Partner Church Council is encouraged.
Attendance at GWA PCC (Greater Washington Partner Church Council) quarterly

The partner church also benefits from a once per year Sunday morning special

We welcome contributions from any members of the MVUC congregation of money;,

—Janice Fitzpatrick
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The adult and childsestioirs iAbasfalva sing
together in honor of a visit from their partners

UUPCC LAPEL PINS

These pins make a great gift for you,
your partners or for members of your
local partnership committee.

(Actual size—3/4 inch)

$5 each—or 10

for $35.

Price includes

regular shipping.

To order send check to: UUPCC,
P.O. Box 88, Bedford, MA 01730

An Organist’s Tour

BY CHARLIE GRINDLE

hat a marvelous month | had this

falll | spent four weeks ifiran
sylvania translating hymns with Rev
Szilard Sandortouring historic
churches and playing theirgams, and
learning Unitarian history and the chal
lenges facing present-day congrega
tions.Attracting and keeping new
younger members seems to be a prob
lem we have in common. But the min
isters | spoke with were confident that
over time, the right way will present
itself. The youth songbook that the
young peoples group used in Nyarad
szereda included Beatles songs and
updated versions of the traditional
hymns, and they sang con gusto. |
made home stays with Revs. Sandor
Todor, Papp, and Kiss and enjoyed-see
ing their villages and meeting their
church members. | was asked to be a
judge in a village cooking contest at a

village festival in Szentpdl, and got to
watch ogan builders restoring a pipe
organ in PataAll my hosts were very
friendly, generous, and eager to
exchange ideas and hop&ke coun
tryside is beautiful (although the roads
are in disrepair) and | look forward to a
return trip to see more and renew
acquaintances.

As an oganist, | was given the
opportunity to present a recital at First
Church in KolozsvarRev Bélint was a
very gracious host, and | enjoyed the
organ and its strong and sweet sounds.
Another reason for my trip was to
gather musical material for my partner
church songbookOne Vérld, One
God. | plan to visit all our partner
church countries in the coming years
and put together a collection that
embraces our dérences and our
similarities. e

Charlie is the Music Dector at First Parish in
Portland, Maine.

“HELPING HANDS”
The name of the organization for shipping

tinations in Transylvania.

tle area is: Helping Hands: phone number: 425-453-2053, and the address is:
657 130th Avenue, NE, Bellevue, Washington 98005. The contact person is
John Berari. He usually ships monthly and it takes about 6 weeks to reach des-

packages to Romania from the Seat-

A GIFT TO ATLANTA FROM THEIR PARTNER

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Atlanta received the gift of a
kopjafa, which was carved to commemorate the 50th anniversary of

the founding of UUCA.

The kopjafa was carved by a master carver from our partner church in
Székelyudvarhely. After shipping to Atlanta, the kopjafa dedication took
place on Sunday October 16, 2005, at UUCA. A special service organ-
ized by Rev. David Keyes, the interim senior minister of UUCA,
included an address by Dr. Judit Gellérd on recent cultural history in
Transylvania and a special sermon presented by the partner church’s
senior minister Rev. Mozes Kedei of the Székelyudvarhely congrega-
tion. We at UUCA were honored to have as well the Székelyudvarhely
congregation lay president, Janos L&szl6 as our guest for this dedica-
tion.

—RicH COGBURN

Pictured with the oak carved Kopjafa now installed in
the foyer of UUCA, is the Réxes Kedei (right)
and lay president Janos L&szI06 [left).
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UUPCC Tavel Services &R esources

For almost a decade the UUPCC Travel Service has helped to cement the bonds between North America UUs and their partners
overseas. The UUPCC has expanded our travel services in order to provide better service for more participants. Our goal is to
provide multiple and varied opportunities for Unitarian Universalists of all ages. In this way we hope to foster new understandings
of international religious, environmental, political, economic and social issues. It is our hope that these experiences will lead to

extended action and reflection on behalf of co-religionists both at home and abroad.

Toward this end, we are happy to help groups and individuals with travel plans in Transylvania and Hungary. Our services include:

Congregational Pilgrimages —Travel aboard the UUPCC van on a life-changing visit to
your partner church. Low all-inclusive price includes transportation, meals, lodging, guide(s),
translator(s). Our in-country experts will work with you to develop a customized itinerary that
your interests and timeframe.

fits

Choir Concert & Large Group Tours—Looking to expand the horizons of your music-p
gram? UUPCQravel Services can facilitate your chsimternational touBuses, performance
venues, hotel arrangements, and side tours are all part ofgrugfaup service portfolio.

Other Services Include « Guides &Translators « Bucharesirport Pickup & Drop-of

* Accommodations (Home stays, Hostels, and Hotels)

For more details or to schedule your trip please contact our travel coordinator John Dale at
jdaleuupcc@yahoo.com, or visit our website at waapcc.og/trips.html.

2006 Travel Opportunities

Pentecos t Spring Renewal Trip (May
26 —June 6Join UUs from across Nortkmerica Carpathiarhlps, and tours of fabulous castles.
on a beautiful and inspirational spring tour of 11 Days, 10 Nights deparfrom and eturns to
Transylvania. Departing from and returning to the Buchaest, Rumania. Cost: $1,100 adults, $550
dazzling city of Budapest, this tour traverses-east children 12 and under sharing accommodations.
ern and centralransylvania and visits many of Does not include airfar to/flom Buchaest.

the significant Unitarian holy places including

Kolozsvér Torda, and Mézsk&ou will spend Nyiko Valle y Work Trip

the 3-day Pentecost Communion weekend with  Session 1 — July 8-18

your partner congregation. If your congregation is Session 2 — July 15-25

not currently partnered we will arrange a home
stay in a typical Unitarian village.

tain resort, a cable-car ride high in the

In lateAugust, 2005 a flash-flood devastated 5
Unitarian villages in the Nyik¥alley
(Székelyszentmihg\Kobatfalva, Nagykadacs,
Kiskadacs, and Siménfalvajhe local Relief
Committee with the financial help of the UU

UUPCC Rkmily Pilgrimage (July 11-21)
Take time out next summer to renew your spirit,
make new friends, and reconnect with loved ones
on this life-changing pilgrimage fransylvania.
Specifically tailored for UU parents, grandpar
ents, and their pre-teen children, thioafable

trip offers a unique opportunity to experience the
beauty of this enchanting land and immerse
yourself in the daily rhythms of rural village life.
Come to know the warmth and loving hospitality
of Transylvanian Unitarian families as you share

hundreds of individuals has begun the long and
difficult job of rebuilding the homes and lives of
those impacted by the floatihis summer you
can play a direct part in thesdogfs.

At the request of Unitarians in both North
America andlransylvania the UUPCC isgan
izing aWORK TRIP in the NyikoValley for

Partner Church community and other NGOs, and

Youth Pilgrimage (July 26-August 9)

angOur 7th annual chaperoned youth trigitansyt

vania for ages 15 to 1%ravel with other UU
youth from around the US afidansylvania, and
learn about Unitarian history Fransylvania.

Get to know the people in your partner village
during a 3-day visit to your partner church.
Along the way you'll learn about the roots of our
Unitarian faith, hike in some beautiful country
meetTransylvanian Unitarian young people and
have a great timé life changing experience!

4th Annual Transylv anian
Thanksgiving (September 19-29)

Discover the singular beauty of the Carpathian
Alps and the fascinating history of the walled
churches of Southeastéfransylvania. Depatt

ing from Bucharest, this trip visits Peles castle,
home of the Romanian royal famignd the
unique fortress churches of the Haromszék
region. It includes two nights at mountain resorts
and a 3-day visit to your partner church where
you will celebrate a traditiondransylvanian
Thanksgiving.

in their work and play during your 5-day village
stay Our multi-generational village activities will
include hiking and cycling, horse cart rides; tra
ditional crafts, Hungarian cooking lessons,
cheese and bread making, blacksmith demenstra
tion and much more. Departing from Bucharest,
Romania the tour also includes a stay in a moun

For further details on all these trips please

20

July 2006:The trip will be lead by experienced
crew chiefs and have 2 overlapping sessions tha
will allow you to spend eitherllor 18 days in
Transylvania. In addition to working beside your
co-religionists, you will have the opportunity to
sightsee in the vicinity and spend a weekend vis
iting with your partner congregation.

Church steeple and crumbling wall are all that

remain of the Unitarian Church in Bézodujfalu, a
village that was needlessly flooded by the building
of a dam that serves no purpose.

visit our web site/atuupcc.og/trips.html
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The UUPCC favel Guide—A
Compendium of Travellers’ Wisdom.
Newly updated for 2008Me have compiled the
wisdom collected from UUs who have travelled
to Transylvania and elsewhere into a handy
guide for those contemplating a trip to visit

their Partner Churches or the sites of Unitarians
elsewhere in th@Vorld. This Guide is available

as a MicrosoftNord document (2048) and as a
PDF file (671kB) atwww.uupcc.og/trips.html

Erdély Maps: Two maps offransylvania.
Both give place names in Romanian,
Hungarian, and German:

Erdély by Cartographia, covers all offran
sylvania.The scale is 1:500,000 and the map
lists cities, towns, and most villages. $15.
Székelyfoldalso by Cartographia, is a newer
map, covers the Székely area where most
Unitarian churches in Rumania are concen
trated.The scale is 1:250,000—twice agjiar

UUPCC ANNOUNCES NEW TRAVEL GRANT PROGRAM

The UUPCC Pilgrimage Committee is pleased to begin soliciting grant applications
for its new Travel Grant Program. The fund was established by the UUPCC Exec-
utive Committee in 2005 from proceeds of its travel program. The purpose of
these grants is “to serve as a catalyst for travel and programs that would otherwise
not occur and which will make a difference in the lives of the individuals and their

communities”.

The application process is open to all qualified individuals and congregations both
overseas and here in North America. There will be two funding rounds in 2006
with an initial deadline for proposals of April 1st and a second round due October
1st. Although these first awards will be modest (6 grants at $500 each) it is our
hope to grow the fund and the commensurate awards through additional travel
proceeds, the voluntary contributions of UUPCC pilgrims, and other funding
sources. A complete description of the program along with application materials
can be found at the UUPCC travel web page. (www.uupcc.org/trips.html).

Every village is shown. $15.

Send your check to: Enyetazar
18 Mountain Lauel Lane, CastletonA/
22716 .All profits go to the UUPCC.

B&B Guest House in Barot

Alpér Kiss, minister of Barét/Baraolt, fefs
visitors to Bar6t and other Covasna County
(Haromszék district) towns, reasonable lodging
in a newly remodeled facilitffo make a reser
vation, contact Kisélpar, Str. Libertatii nr 24/
525100 Baraolt / Jud. CovasnBumania(011-
40-267-377-4463Ipar@honoris.ro

Fenydkat Guest House

The Unitarian Congregation of Fenydkit and the
LosAlamos Unitarian Church in New Mexico
cooperated to renovate a guest house right next
to the Fenydkut church. Fenyokdt is close to the
well-known pottery village of Korond and is
served by the same minist€he guest house has
room for 9 people, a fully modern bathroom, and
kitchen.The hiking and natural environment are
worth a visit.To book the Fenyokut guesthouse,

contact church president: Molnos Ferenc, Fintina and Janos LaszI6, visited their partner churches

Brazilor, Nr. 119, Odorheiu 535600, Jud:
Haighita, Rumania.

Two Harvest Hope Pilgrimages
Scheduled

Unitarian Histor y and Culture July 1-12, 2006
See Project Harvest Hopelork to protect il

lage life, and stay in the homes of local Unitari
ans. Seminars on sustainable development and
agriculture,Transylvanian Unitarian theology
ethnic and gender issues, and more, all led by
local scholars and experts. Plus feasting, dancing
singing, worshipping.

Partner Churchews

This trip begins in Budapest, studying Hungar
ian history and culture, and then heads to
Kolozsvar Déva, Segesvaand deep into the
oldest Unitarian villages to stay in village
homes. Final day is a tour of Bucharest. (If you
have a partner church, we will make arrange
ments for you to spend part of your stay with
them, or you can stay on for additional time.)
Trip Leaders: Cecilia Kingman Mille¥.P. of
Project Harvest Hope, andeSeWilson, past
board chair of UUs for a Just Economic Gom
munity. For more information about this trip,
including a full itinerary and trip application,
visit www.projectharvesthope gr

GreaterAtlanta-Szekélyudvarhely Pilgrimage
August 4-14, 2006

In October the minister and lay president of the
Szekélyudvarhely | congregation, Mézes Kedei

in Atlanta, and dedicated a memorial kopjafa to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Unitarian
Universalist Congregation éftlanta (UUCA).
They invited their partners at UUG#d the
Northwest Congregation éftlanta to return the
visit and participate in theugustWorld Gather
ing of Unitarians, sponsored by the Udvarhely
church.The tour gathering in Budapest and end
ing in Bucharest, will be led by David Keyes,
interim senior minister of UUCA. Contact him
for more information atlkeyes@uuca.gr

Winter 2005-20@8vwwuupcc.org

REPRINTED BOOK WAILABLE

Prisoner of Liber té

Prisoner of Libetgis the true story of Judit’
fathet Rev Dr. Imre Gellérd, a renownédan
sylvanian Unitarian ministescholar Symboliz
ing an entire era of totalitarianism, R&el

lérd’s life was shattered by the devices of a
police state and the insidious ways it corrupted
every aspect of society-while promising "free
dom and democracyThe RevGellérd chose
not to compromise his ideals and integrity but
inadvertently harmed his family

His arrest by the secret police and his imprson
ment in Romania' forced labor camps, eventu
ally led to agonizing dilemmas and uncornven
tional solutions to challenges of dehumanization.

The first edition of this "literature of witness"
received remarkable reviews. "It is a literary

gem and a fascinating must-read-story especially
for Unitarian Universalists." Nobel Peace laure
ate ElieWiesel ofered to write a Preface for the
second edition.

To order: DrJudit Gellérd, First Unitarian Uni
versalist SocietySan Francisco /187 Franklin
Street /San Francisco, C84109. E-mail:
zizi315@yahoo.com. Price: $14 + $2 shipping.
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PARTNER CHURCH GIFT ©ORM FOR TRANSMISSION OF FUNDS
For TRANSFER OF FuNDs THRouGH THE U U PARTNER CHURCH COUNCIL

Please enclose a form with each check for funds to be transferred. Please type or print clearly.
Note: Funds transmission is a benefit of membership in the U. U. Partner Church Council

Make check payable to: UU Partner Church Council

Mail to: UU Partner Church Council, PO Box 88, Bedford, MA 01730

Transferor is: o Church o Individual o Other Organization

Date

Name Phone (
Address City/State/Zip

Contact Person E-Mail

Transfer Is: Total US$ Amount

Check #

Recipient(s) is (are):

Name

0 Partner Church 0 Other Church 0 Individual(s) 0 Other Organization (Please check all that apply)

Full Address

Contact Person

Title

PurPOSES—DELIVERY INSTRUCTIONS—OTHER INSTRUCTIONS (please be explicit and concise):

Please:

1. Date this form 2. Separately inform named recipient or contact person that funds are coming, and their purpose
3. For Transylvanian transfers, use Hungarian names for named recipient, contact person—Romanian for address
4. Send whole dollars only—no cents 5. Make check payable in U.S. dollars

PARTNER CHURCH GIFT FORM FOR TRANSMISSION OF FUNDS
Download this form from our web site: www.uupcc.org/services.htm (or use the form above)

NOTE: Funds transmission is a benefit of UUPCC membership. A transferor of funds should make sure that her/his/its dues are up to date. If your
church is not a UUPCC member, dues will be deducted ($50 for churches under 100 members, $100 for churches over 100 members).

How to Send Money to Transylvania

The UU Partner Church Council, in
cooperation with the Unitarian Head
guarters in Kolozsvahas developed a
process for the transfer of funds for
UUPCC member®ownload the Gift
Transfer form at wwwupcc.og/
sewices.htm or use the form on the last
page.
When sending checks, it is impor
tant to include:
X The name and address of the
donor church, individual, or
organization

X The name and email of the contact

person in your congregation or
organization, if applicable

X The name(s) of the recipient(s) of
the funds

X  Specific instructions for the distri
bution of funds

Recipient(s) infransylvania are
notified by Unitarian Headquarters in
Kolozsvar that funds have been
received. Funds are distributed directly
to the churches, ganizations or indi
viduals designated. Receipt of delivery
is sent to the Partner Church Council

You should also separately contact treasurer and are, in turn, sent to the

the recipient(s).
Funds received by the 20th of the

month will be wired around the end of

the month to a bank in Koloszvar

where they are received in US dollars.

original donors.

This process takes place every
month and is reliabl&he UUPCC
assumes the bank fee in the U Bere
are no other fees.
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UU Partner ChurchCouncil

Ms. Barbara Kres BeaCRRESIDENT
Falls ChurchyA
H:703-532-7788 W: 703-270-4075
bbeach@managementconcepts.com
Rev Harold BabcockyICE PRESIDENT
Newburyport MA
978-465-6504 hebabcock@yahoo.com
Rev Eric Cherry TREASURER
North Easton MA
508-238-1915 EricCherry@comcast.net
Ms. BarbaraVeber SECRERRY
Wayne, A
610-688-5164
Ms. Patricia Bailey
773-256-3000

Barbara.\éber@comcast.net
Hobart, IN
tbailey@meadville.edu

UU Partner Church Council
PO. Box 88
Bedford, MA01730

cathycordes@uupccgr
781-275-1710 fax 781-275-7008

UU Partner Churc h Council

Executive Members

Rev Richard Beal Berkeley MI
248-524-9339 richardbeal@yahoo.com

Ms. Linda Lu Burciaga Newburyport, MA
978-255-2049 lisdafodil@comcast.net

Mr. Lawrence Coburn  Weston, MA
781-899-2415 coburnlh@aol.com

Mr. John Dale Atlanta, GA
jdaleuupcc@yahoo.com

Mr. Geoge Davenport Tulsa, OK
918-584-8989 gldavenport@belport.net

Ms. Beth McGregor Sharon MA
781-784-6555 epjmcg@aol.com

Mr. Richardvan DuizendFalls ChurchVA
703-536-3476 van1000@juno.com

* k%
Dr. Judit GellérdHONORARY PRESIDENT
zizi315@yahoo.com

Please cont act Ann Gary at
ak.gary@verizon.net
to join the ranks of networkers!

Saff:

Ms. Cathy Corde€execuTive DIRECTOR
uupcc@uua.or

Elizabeth HacalaQrriceE COORDINATOR
office@uupcc.a

Dot Begin, OFricEASSISRNT office@uupcc.a

Carol BurrowsBookkeePERoffice@uupcc.ay

Ann Gary COORDINATOR OF NETWORKERS
Ak.gary@verizon.net 508-529-6107

Beverly Moore Executive COMMITTEE RECORDING
SECRERRY beverlyDM@aol.com

John DaleTrRAVEL COORDINATOR
jdaleuupcc@yahoo.com

Pat RodgerdylEMBERSHIPDATABASE, PARTNERSHIPS
AND MATCHING pat.rodgers@sbcglobal.net

Richard FordComMuNITY DEVELOPMENTADVISOR
richardford50@hotmail.com

Nancy DaughertyNEwsLETTEREDITOR
nancydaugh@aol.com

To find the name of the UUPCC networker assigned
to your church, go to wwaupcc.og and click on
"Who Is My Networker?"

DRAFT Mission &atement

spiring to unities and universals,
Unitarian Universalism is global, not
parochial.The 6th principle of our

world community with peace, libertgind
justice for all.”

Nonetheless, the international commitment
of NorthAmerican Unitarian Universalists
has been often wealle have lacked stay
ing power Sometimes we have lacked the
resources or the will to see our global
commitments through and our self-interest

We will establish global citizenship as
a common commitment of liberal
religion, transform ourselves and our
congregations, and thus make inter
national engagement a moral and
spiritual principle of UU congrega
tional life.

or self-centeredness has caused us to shrink

from our global calling.

Never before in human histoiyowever

has the need for international understanding

and engagement been greater than it is
today Never before has it been more impor
tant to encourage global citizenship.
Feeling fresh wency—against a back
ground of increasing fear and xenophobia,
in a new era of instantaneous communica-

Much as the modern civil rights move
ment solidified social justiceas a coe
value of Unitarian Universalism, we
commit the partner church movement
to make global citizenshigntegral to
the core identity of all Unitarian Uni-
versalists and evey UU congregation.

tion and with increasing awareness of the We will:
interdependency of people and their strug
gles for social justice—the Unitarian Uni

Purposes and Principles asserts “the goal ofersalist Partner Church Council projects a
bold new vision:

BE the bridge that connects our
congregations with the world

« REACH across all boundaries to
collaborate with old and new partners

e CREATE transformational opportunities
for pilgrimage and hospitalityor learning
and service

e CHALLENGE our selves theologically
and open ourselves to changed values and
behaviors

¢ INITIATE creative unprecedented
partnerships between No#merican UU
congregations and diverse faith communi
ties and ayanizations so that together we
may promote international awareness,
human rights and a better world

e SUSTAIN this global vision, enlaing
and renewing it as “new occasions teach
new duties”

FEBRUARY 2005
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Invitation toMembership

If you or a friend wish toateive this newsletter # times a year and to suppand paticipate in
Unitarian Universalist Patner Chuch Council pograms and goals, please fill out this form to join us.

DATE: —ONE YEAR MEMBERSHIPS— " New Membership © Renewal

O $30* Individual Membership T $50* Family** Membership 0O $ Individual or Family Membership + other
gift for UUPCC program support

[ $50 Congregational (under 100 members) [ $100 Congregational (over 100 members)
A “congregational subscription” provides you with up to four newsletters mailed to separate addresses.
Please attach the four addresses to this form.

Name: Telephone
Address

City/State/Province Zip/Postal Code
Telephone E-Mail

0 Please add my email address to the PCC-Chat list so | can keep up to date on the latest UUPCC news! ***

UUA Church Name City

* Canadian members please send $25 for an individual membership or $42 for a family membership
in U.S. funds by check or USD money order to the UUPCC address below.
** A family membership consists of two adults residing at the same address (receiving one newsletter).

*** Your contact information will be used solely by the UUPCC and will not be shared with other organizations.

Make your tax-deductible check payable to Mail your invitation and check to:

UU Partner Church Council UU Partner Church Council / P.O. Box 88 / Bedford, MA 01730-0088

Partner ChurcNews
PUBLISHED 3 TIMES A YEAR

PO. Box 88
Bedford, M&1730-0088 USA

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

NON PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Bedford M&1730
Permit No. 10




