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Pilgrimage to the Khasi Hills

BY REV. HAROLD E. BaBcock location and quair¥ictorian architee

“The ultimate authority in the Unitarian faith ture dating from the days of British

lies in the cent of the human hetat rule. (Shillong, it seems, was consid
—The ReHelpme Mohrman ered a cool oasis during the long, hot
Indian summers.)
recently returned from a visit to the For those whose knowledge of the
Khasi Hills of northeastern India, geography oAsia is weak, as mine

where | had been invited to attend the was: the Khasi Hills are north of

109th annual convention of the Unitar Bangladesh, south of Bhutan, and-bor

ian Union of North Eastern India on der Myanmar (formerly Burma) on the

behalf of the Partner Church Council. eastWe flew about three hours from TN
Along with my wife Sabrina, | Delhi to the northeastern city of Guwa : Ba_ = :

made the exhausting but fascinating triphati, where we were met by our Khasj Catie Scudera accepts a token of grafitude at the

to the remote city of Shillong, capital of friend Pearl Greene Marbaniasag’ Inauguration of thenie Margaret Barr Children's

. . . . Village, Khasi Hills, India, on February 28th.
Meghalaya gte, sometimes known as  brotherin-law and put in a taxi for the  (see more of the story on phge 1

“the Edinbugh of India” for its hilly (Continued on page 2)
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Pilgrimage to the Khasi Hills
(Continued from page 1)
four-hourlong trip to ShillongAs
many of you who have traveled to the
Khasi Hills cannot possibly fget, the
two lane highway between Guwahati
and Shillong is the main tfaf route
from the north to the south of Megha
laya Sate, clogged with trucks, cars,
motorcycles, bicycles, children, and
animals, switch-backing its way terrify
ingly through villages, through moun
tains and passes, and nary a guard rail
in sight. By the time we reached our
guest house in Shillong—in the dark by
that time, which may have been a
blessing—we were completely done in.
Saturday and Sunday during our
visit were taken up by the annual eon
vention of the Khasi Unitarians, which
was held this year in the small hill il
lage of Pingwait, about an hour or two
drive from Shillong through indescrib
ably beautiful hill country on narrqw
winding, bumpy mountain roads. | was
given the honor of unfurling the banner
of the Unitarian Union to open the con
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vention. | was also scheduled tdenfa
workshop on partnership later that day
but because the Union Board meeting
ran to over four hours (not so surpris
ingly, they were aguing over their
budget!), my workshop was cancelled.
No problem: we were invited to
the home of the ReWangroi Suting,
whose lovely wife Bari provided us
with a delicious lunch of tea, rice, veg
etables, bread, and be€he Khasis
live in extended families, and are one
of the few matrilineal groups in India:
inheritance is through the mother
family. Bari and Nangroi were living

not only with their two-yeaold son,
Rev Babcock prepares to speak as representa ith | d si
tive of the UUPCC at the 109th annual convenw with several aunts and sisters,
of the UUNEI in Pingwait. (Continued on page 10)

The recording of the Wednesday, March 4 conference call with Dr. Creamlimon Nongbri on
“News from the Khasi Hills” is now available. You can listen the recording here:
www.uupcc.org/docs/03040920.mp3

There is a list of upcoming virtual conference calls and past recordings available here:
www.uupcc.org/confcalls.html.

Keep up to date on the latest partner church news without leaving home!

VIRTUAL CONFERENCE CALLS

Monday, May 4, 8:00 pm EDT

BUILD and Other Sust ainability Project s in The Philippines

Presenter: Fred Muir (and perhaps Nihal Attanayake)

Join us for this opportunity to learn about the sustainability projects of the UU Church of the
Philippines. Rev. Fred Muir, the UUA Ambassador to the Philippines, will have recently
returned from the Annual meeting of the UUCP and will share with us the most current
news from our UU friends and the progress they are making towards their dreams of
creating a stable financial future for the church. See page 8 for an article about the BUILD
project. (NOTE: this call is not aimed at fundraising, but is educational in emphasis.)

Wednesday , May 20, 8:00 pm EDT

Annual Call with the Leadership
Presenters: Rev. Harold Babcock and Cathy Cordes

For an up-to-date list, and to listen to past conference call recordings, go to
www.uupcc.org/conferences.htm

Please contact Linda Lu Burciaga, chair of the Communications Committee,
with suggestions for future topics or presenters at LLDaffodil@comcast.net

TO REGISTER FOR A CALL, send an email to
y( office@uupcc.org or call the office 9-5 EST weekdays at 781-
275-1710.

Include * your name * city/state * the topic/date of the call you
will attend. You will be sent an email with the call-in information
2-3 days before the call (please let the office know if you don't
have access to email).

Feel free to submit questions to the speakers ahead of time by
email: office@uupcc.org.

— Notes fom the Mach call on the International Bvhens Convocation & on page 9 —
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The ULA Presidential Candidates Speak

BY CATHY CORDES EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

As a sevice to our members, UUPCC asked the candidates for preigident to
answer thee gquestions. Their answergarinted hee.

NOTE: V¢ alternated the oler of esponses.

QUESTION 1:

Does your home conggation have a
partner chuch? If so, tell us about
your patner chuch relationship. If

not, tell us what you did to encourage
international outeach.

RESPONSEFROM L AUREL HALLMAN :

First Church, Dallas, has a history of
international outreach, though we have
not had a formal partner church rela
tionship.The late RevNormaVeridan,
our Minister of Religious Education
from 1986 to 1995, had a deep com
mitment to international work, dating
from the death of her brother in the
Second\orld War and her work with
the Friends Service Committee in post-
war Europe. She was involved with the
IARF and brought that involvement to
her work with our religious education
programming.

In the 1990s, through two of our
members, our church established an
ongoing relationship with Hospital
Albert Schweitzer in Deschappeles,
Haiti. A third member began going to
the hospital, at their invitation, to train
physical therapists on a regular basis.
She later took a team of our members

to do specialized and general work for
the hospital on a 10-day mission trip. It
was a transformative experience for all
involved; they in turn involved other
congregants/Ve continue to provide
medical supplies, clothing, hygiene
supplies, and other needed medical
basics to the hospital—and the ripple
effect of involvement continues.

I have known the recently retired
Bishop of theTransylvanian Unitarian

tized to the difculties and challenges
involved in helping to change the
world.

I have visited with the Rissho
Kosei-kai in Kyoto, Japan, speaking at
a womenrs conference there. | have
also spent time dtsubaki Grand
Shrine in Nagoya, Japan, another of
our liberal religious partners. | also
have a personal relationship with mem
bers of Fokolare, an interfaith move
ment focused on peacemaking through
relationship.

In each place, as well asTnan
sylvania, these personal relationships
have become part of my churslsense
of who we are in the world. “@&/dare
not fence the spirit” (\dllace Robbins)

Church, Bishop Arpad Szabd, since we is an integral part of our theology at

were at Meadville Lombar@iheologi
cal School together over 20 years ago.

First Unitarian.Through our inter
national outreach, experience and serv

When he came to Dallas to ask forsup ice we create a faith without borders.

port for the building of a new dormi
tory for the school in Kolozsvar (Cluj),
our congregation contributed signifi
cantly to the project. | had the delight
of visiting the school last yeaspeak
ing with the seminarians, and even
staying in the new dormitardn that
trip, | also visited Unitarian congrega
tions in the HomoroWalley and partie
ipated in worship services in Kolozsvar
and Okland.

Our eighth-graders go to Heifer
Ranch inArkansas each year to partici
pate in an international sustainability
workshop.They return deeply sensi

PRESIDENT OF THE UUA

www.hallmanforuuapresident.com/
www.moralesforuuapresident.org

As chief executive officer, the President of the UUA is responsible to the UU
Board of Trustees for the administrative policies and programs of the Associa-
tion and is the chief spokesperson for the UUA.

The election will be held during General Assembly this year. Each church
has a number of votes (by delegates.) If you would like to represent your
congregation as a delegate, talk to your minister or the Denominational Affairs
committee at your church. Churches can also vote by absentee ballot. Make
sure your church and your opinions are represented. Vote!

For information from the UUA about the election, go to this website:
www.uua.org/aboutus/governance/elections/index.shtml

Fore information about each of the candidates (alphabetically)

Partner Churchlews
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RESPONSEFROM PETER MORALES:
Jeferson Unitarian Church, while it
does not have a partner church, is
actively involved in international activ
ities. Given our location in Colorado,
members of our congregation are-par
ticularly concerned with issues invelv
ing immigration, human rights and eco
nomic exploitation in Latidmerica. |
have personally helped lead UUSC
JustJourney trips to Guatemala and
Chiapas, Mexico. Our church, through
its UUSC task force, is sponsoring the
education of fourteen Mayan children
in GuatemalaThese children are the
offspring of survivors of the massacres
of Mayan villagers in the 1980s. | have
also worked with interfaith groups on
immigration policy helping draft lan
guage adopted by Coloradaovernar

QUESTION 2:
What is the value of international work
in the futue of UUism?

RESPONSEFROM PETER MORALES:

Ours is a faith that is inherently inter
national in its outlookWe honor all the
great religious traditions and seek to
build a world of understanding and
peace. International work must be

(Continued on page 5)
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UU P ar tner Chur c¢h Council

“The goal of world community with peace,
liberty, and justice for all”

The UU Partner Church Council support s action on the
Sixth Principle by helping to build international p artnership s
between individuals, small group s and congregations.

Lunc heon, Award Pr esenta tionand Ann ual Meeting
Saturday, June 27, 2009 © noon-1:30 pv © Marriott Grand Ballroom

2009Louis C. Cornish Living the Mission
award to be presented to Réehn E. Gibbons
during theAnnual Meeting lunch.

Please get your lunch tickets by Thursday at our booth in the Exhibit Hall.

VISIT OUR BOO TH—#1014
in the Exhibit Hall

Learn more about exciting new opportunitie

Pro gram Session for individuals,_ gongr(_egations, and small
groups to participate in our

Friday, June 26 < 6:45-8:00 Pv Sudent Sponsorship Pogram.

Salt Palace Ballroom F-H

n

Around the world, many Unitarian and Universalist
families live on less than $1 a day. The cost of

G |Obal PrOblemS FaCing U U education is beyond their reach. For as little as
$126 per year, you can sponsor a student attending

—YOU make the dfbrence elementary school, high school, college or
seminary, or sponsor the living conditions and

Speakers: Rev. Harold Babcock, Rev. Mark education of an orphan at a UU-run orphanage.

Kiyimba, Catie Scudera and Cathy Cordes

UU around the world are leaders in their
communities, dealing with problems such as
access to watelack of educational opportunities,
and care for orphans. Learn about what they are
doing to improve their communities and how
YOU can join them in new partnerships that
make a diference.

For more information on our programs

and to learn how you can patticipat e in building relationships
with Unitarians and Universalists around the world—uvisit our booth in the Exhibit Hall and

visit us online at www.uupcc.org.
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the partner church movement.

sador to that adjudicatory.

REV. JOHN E. GIBBONS TO RECEIVE 2009 CORNISH AWARD

The Board of Trustees of the UU Partner Church Council is pleased to
announce that at its March meeting the Rev. John E. Gibbons of Bedford,
Massachusetts was named the recipient of the Louis C. Cornish “Living the
Mission” Award for 2009. In so doing, the trustees recognized John's outstand-
ing contributions, both past and ongoing, to global church partnership and to

A long-time member of the Partner Church Council, John served on its Execu-
tive Committee (now Board of Trustees) from 1996 to 2002. During the last two
years of that period, he served as President of the Council and spearheaded
the extension of the Council’s efforts to bring congregational partnerships to the
Khasi Hills in India and to the Philippines. Indeed, John was a pioneer traveler
to the Khasi Hills on behalf of partnerships in that area of the world. At the
same time, John has never lost his affection for the birthplace of the partner
church movement, Transylvania, and he currently serves as the UUA's ambas-

UUA Presidential Candidates
(Continued from page 3)

central to our future. | just returned
from doing a growth workshop for
ministers in the United Kingdom. |
have met with members of our small
fellowship in Barcelona while traveling
in Spain. | follow the UU Hispano
Spanish language email ligts presi
dent | would work to strengthen our
international relationship#s a person
who is bicultural and bilingual and who
has lived in Peru, Mexico, Spain and
Canada, | believe that our future is
multicultural.

RESPONSEFROM LAUREL HALLMAN :

Long before we became UU, Unitari
ans and Universalists in this country
were always internationally engaged.
We have been in partnership over the
centuries with liberal religious gant
zations around the world for reasons of
history, theology or both. Relationship
is the core of the work that we die
don't have a choice, actualyve dont
have the luxury of thinking that we live
with borders, a truth that only becomes
more evident with each passing year

institutionally clearer about those rela
tionships nowthrough our interna
tional oganizations, a growing data
base of experience, proven best
practices, and a cabinet full of useful
tools to support these relationships.
International engagement creates
opportunities for individual and cen
gregational transformation, challenging
us to open ourselves to other ways of
thinking, believing and being in the
world. There is value for us in seeing
our faith in a lager contextWe in turn
are enlaged by contact with other theo

“world community with peace, liberty
and justice for all.” It is personal ties
that help to bind a fractured world.

International work also opens up
new possibilities for creative solutions
to intractable problems. Bringing
together religious liberals from very
different circumstances can lead to
fresh perspectivahe first Interna
tional Convocation of UWomen,
held just a few weeks ago in Houston,
brought together more than 500
women from 18 countries and 37 U.S.
states to improve the lives of women
around the worldwWe all went home
having learned new things, found
inspiration, and made commitments to
action plans developed through struc
tured conversation and in community
during the convocation.

International engagement is also a
good way to build and support Unitar
ian Universalism. Over the past few
decades, we have seen religiougaor
izations and communities that share
our principles and values takd of
many parts of the world. Our active
engagement is helping to strengthen
our faith across a hurting world that
needs our saving message.

QUESTION 3:

The UUAstresses the need to be in
Right Relationship with individuals
and congegations. How does “right

logical approaches to the basic tenets oirelationship” apply to the judicatories

our faith. Bill Sinkford, when he trav
eled toAfrica, noted how Kenyan Uni

and chuches with whom weslate in
Romania, India, the Philippines, and

tarian Universalism has taken our basic other countries such as ifrica? In

theological approach and added their
own rhythms, customs and sofifre
experience helps us to see ourselves
and our faith in a new light, with fresh
eyes.

In a world desperately in need of
greater international understanding,
international engagement—on a-er
sonal level—is a critical first step. Gon
necting with real people in real congre
gations on the other side of the world

Our problems reach across borders, ancbrings overwhelming international
so does our faith: we dare not fence the problems down to a human level. It

spirit. We have to be in relationship

helps people recognize that everyone

what way(s), if anyshould “right rela-
tionship” affect the funding we give
these judicatories and chthres? If we
want them, for example, to become
more self-sufficient, in what ways
might we do this other than bgdue
ing the amount of funding, i.eelative
to the levels we haveqwided in the
past?

RESPONSEFROM LAUREL HALLMAN :

The relationship has to be at the core
of what we do. Right relationship asks,
Who are we¥hat do we believe?

with the rest of the world; and we have can be a part of helping congregations How can we work together? Such

been, for a long timé\Ve're being

Partner Churchlews

live our sixth principle, working toward

Spring 2009wwwuupcc.org

(Continued on page 6)
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UUA Presidential Candidates

(Continued from page 5

guestions break down stereotypes aboy
who “you” and “I" are, and asks what
“we” can be.

The UUPCCS Economic Fairness
andAwareness tBdy came up with a
wonderful answer to this question.
From a three-year interview process

with U.S. and partner ganizations that
asked what constitutes “economic fair
ness,” given the reality that most of the
financial resources in these partner
ships is on the U.S. side, the over
whelming answer came: “Ddriead
with money Charity is not the answer
sustainability is.” Put another waype
objective of partnership is transforma
tive relationshipAnd it is not until we
get into a partnering right relationship
that the transformation can occur

The community capacity-building
approach déred by the UUPCC fdrs
a promising approach to finding sus
tainable solutions in a time of tight
funding. It's very much like the com
munity oganizing that has gone on in
this countryrecently in the headlines
because i$ the kind of work Barack
Obama did early in his careéiirst
Unitarian Dallas has been involved in
community oganizing for 20 years, as
a founding partner of Dallarea Inter
faith, partnering with community
organizer Ernesto Cortes of the IAF
(IndustrialAreas Foundation).

The oganizing principles of the
UUPCCS5s community capacity-buid

ing approach are the same: partnership,

empowerment, leadership training—
and, when warranted, financial
resources—and always with the goal of
self-sustainabilityThe UUPCC con
nects a congregation with a community
seeking partnership, and provides tools
to help identify a basic need the entire
community can agree on (clean drink
ing water in one example in the Philip
pines). Using these tools, the commu
nity generates an action pldrhe plan
includes identifying and approaching
the people with the power and the
funding needed to make the project
happen, for example a government, or

Rev Dr Laurel HallmaiRev Peter Morales

a foundation or an NGQVhen a gov

Our world is too small and our hearts
too lage to hold our fists tightVe

must learn to ask not on§How can
we leverage our resources? How can
we take the engy and beliefs we hold
and move forward? How can we
help?” Most importantlywe must
always ask “What can we accomplish
together?” Because when we are in
right relationship we can accomplish
great things.

RESPONSEFROM PETER M ORALES:

The relationships we must build are
relationships of mutual respect and
affection.We must never succumb to
the temptation to be condescending or
directive, simply because we aregiar

ernment sees that the request represenand have more resourc®¥e have
community consensus and comes €om much to learn from those in foreign

plete with a plan of action, funding
becomes far more likelAnd once the
government commits funding, raising
the rest of the money elsewhere
becomes easigfThis is the point at
which the contribution of financial
resources from the U.S. partner is
appropriate: not at the beginning of the
process, but near the end.)

In the Philippines, successful com
pletion of a gravity-fed water system in
the village of Nagbinlod engized that
community and has led to success in
other areas, including establishment of
sustainable agriculture not possible
before the water system, an improved
road to the village paid for by the gov
ernment, and improved schools, with
renovations funded by the government
in return for local laboMNagbinlod
only used resources from their North
American partner church for the water
project (and then only pipe and valves
to complete construction—maost of the
materials came from the Philippine
government)The rest was the result of
local initiatives, an engized popula
tion, and invigorated local institutions.
Community capacity-building is a
promising approach.

We need to look again at each of
these deep-encounter programs as a
resource for spiritual depth and congre
gational growth in the 21st century

Spring 2009wwwuupcc.org

countriesWe must seek to form part
nerships, not create dependerinythat
vein, as president | would emphasize
programs and relationships that help
churches and judicatories become
strong and independeiithose pre
grams and support would vary from
context to context, country to country
Any program in which we participate
must be designed in consultation with
people in each countrfn excellent
model of this is the way the UUSC
relates to indigenous nonprofitgani
zations in the developing worldn
example of such a relationship is a
growth workshop 1 just conducted in
the United Kingdom. It was done at the
request of ministers in the UK and,
more importantlywas designed in
close consultation with therthe

result was a three-day workshop that
met their needs, was enthusiastically
received and formed the foundation for
future work together ee

Partner Churchews



Unitarian Universalists Hold First International Women’s Cornvocation

BY LAURA NAGEL AND CATHY CORDES

he first-ever international gather
ing of Unitarian Universalist

women was highlighted during the
Convo. Women demonstrated their

women took place February 26 through work in education, poverty alleviation,

March 1, 2009.

National Public Radio personality
MargotAdler and Francis Moore
Lappé, author of the popular book Diet
for a Small Planet, participated as
keynote speakers. Other speakers
included: Jennifer Baumgardner and
Amy RichardsThird Wave Feminists
and authors of Manifesta; Rebr.
Rebecca Parkgtheologian, Carolyn
McDade, songwriter; Gini Courter
Moderator of the Unitarian Universalist
Association; DrCaren Grown, Profes
sor atAmerican University; emms’
revolution, award-winning peace
activist musicians; ReWeg Riley
Director, UUA Advocacy andVitness;
Rev Dr. Laurel Hallman, First UU
Church of Dallas and Candidate for
President of the UUA; Redr. Ann
Peart, Unitarian College, Manchester
England; RevRosemary Bray McNatt,
Fourth Universalist Church, Nevork,
NY; Dr. Kalpana Kannabiran, socielo
gist, NALSAR University of Lay
Hyderabad, India; DDiana &ass
mann, Rice Universityeditor Interna
tional Journal of Feminist Economics;
Rebecca@\damson, CEO of First Peo
plesWorldwide; and DrSharoriVelch,
Provost, Meadville Lombard@iheologi
cal School, Chicago.

Six hundred women and men from
17 countries and 38 states attended.
They gained knowledge and friend
ships across the great social divides of
our time—geographic, socio-economic,
age, genderace, and expertise. Many
said, “I've gained friends for life.”

What characterized this meeting
was the enormous foundation given to
the work by the spirit of partnership.
As Barbara Kres Beach, past president
of the UUPCC and chair of the convo
cation noted, “Not only did many part
ner congregations raise the funds to
bring an woman activist from their

Partner Churchlews

and violence against womeAddi-
tionally, many UUPCC members con
tributed to the scholarship fund that
made it possible to bring so many
together Frankly | am proud of us!”
The purpose of the convocation
was to provide a place to meet with

and childrenTwo key concepts,
empowering women in decision-mak
ing, and reducing poverty were viewed
as important priorities when putting
theory into practice in each of the three
focus areas. Each of the Global Sister
Groups focused on basic action steps
that can provide a starting place to
work on aspects of these issues in our
own communities as well as world

inspiring speakers to educate ourselves.wide. For information on the convaca

A further objective was to model cem
munity building and action planning
through the unigue “Global Sisters
Groups."These small groups enceur
aged participatory conversations and
were a highlight of the Convocation for
many Modeled on the UU Partner
Church Councib highly successful
Community Capacity Building process,
attendees prioritized core issues facing
women worldwide.The combined
results from the small group process
are: Education; health care, including
reproductive rights and justice; and
preventing violence. against women

tion, reports, and video clips, go to
WWW.icuuwcom

Gizi Nagy from Marosvasarhely
Transylvania (Romania) wrote:
“...The Convocation has started secme
thing revolutionary in the history of
Unitarians and Universalists...The
Convocation planners were courageous
enough to start, and | am sure we the
participants will have courage enough
to continue the construction of this
bridge for our faith and for the security
for our children toward a better and
more peaceful world."ee

At the celebratory dinBarbara Kres Beach (left) Convocatioar@hhaiura Nagel, Convocation
Administratashared their appreciation for all women wherdddheir leadership, time, and many
partner congregation, the work of these gifts to make the Convocation a reality
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Weaving Global P artner ships
to Enric h Women'’s Liv es
EXCERPTEDFROM A REPOR

BY REV. SHIRLEY RANCK,
UU FELLOWSHIP OF SUNNYVALE, CA

sented by RevGail Collins-Ranadive.
She titled the workshop Beyond Find
ing theVoice Inside and asked where
were the female voices articulating that
new cosmologyShe spoke of conscious
evolution and a sustainable planet. | felt

Process theologians absorbed the
insights of the sciences and began to
formulate new theologies. One Unitar
ian woman, Sophiaylon Fahs, chal
lenged the old world-view and built her
whole theology upon these insights.

he Convocation opened and closed that she was pointing to ideas that | too More recently a Unitarian Universalist
with a view of earth from space on found compellingWe shared some

two giant screeng’he closing song
wasBlue Boat Homeand as it was
sung lage earth balls went flying over
the heads of the 600 participants who
kept them flying by batting them
around the lage ballroom. It seemed to
me that a whole new world-view was
finally emening.

The Convocation itself was both
exhilarating and soberingVe listened
to a stunning array of powerful women
speakers, women such as Reuse
mary Bray McNatt, RevPap Maria
from Transylvania, DrCreamlimon
Nongbri from India, Rebecdsdamson
from the Cherokee Nation, Rev
Rebecca Sienes from the Philippines,
Dr. SharonMelch, Kathy Matsui from
Japan, and many others who led work
shops and facilitated small groujée

writing exercises to help us articulate a
new world-view | felt that it was a
world-view that was emging before
our eyes at the Convocation.

| was on a panel about theological
roots with MagotAdler, Dr. Sharon
Welch, Dr Lilian Burlando from
Argentina, and ReWina Geels from
The Netherlands. Revopie Boeke
from England was the moderatdfe
each spoke briefly of our personal theo
logical roots. | told a brief anecdote
about each of my parents and then said
that | had had to study ancient pre-
patriarchal religions to find my theolog
ical roots as a woman. In the discussion
that followed, it seemed to me that
most of us had journeyed some-dis
tance from our roots and that we were
just beginning to give voice to a hew

watched and listened as the chalice wasglobal sense of divinity and value.

lighted with words from five languages.
We met in small Sister Circles to
brainstorm and discuss the problems
and issues that are of concern to
women in all parts of the worldhe
consensus distilled from all of the

And | wondered if perhaps we
were finally going to “change the
recipe.” Perhaps you have seen the
Women & ReligionT-shirt that features
a big cherry pie and the words, &Mo
not want a piece of the pie. It is still a

groups was that the top issue was-edu patriarchal pieWe want to CHANGE
cation, the second was health care, and THE RECIPE!"Toward the end of the

the third was domestic violencEhese
were seen through two lenses, that of
poverty and lack of political power

There were thirty-four workshops
on a great variety of topicArticulating
the new cosmology enging from
guantum physics; Globaliz&theologi
cal Conversation; Making Education
AvailableWorldwide; Microfinance;
Public Health IssueJheAids Pan
demic andMomen; Persephorgedour
ney:A Transforming Rite of Spring;
Singing in a Sacred Circlgyomen of
Wisdom: Entering the Cronéears, and
many more.

| was particularly interested in the
workshop on a new cosmology eiger
ing from quantum physics. It was pre

8

Convocation, a woman stood before the

scholar David Bumbaugh, has even
suggested a set of beliefs for Unitarian
Universalists, one part of which reads:
“We believe that all living things are
members of a single communigll
expressions of a planetary process that
produced life and sustains it in intricate
ways beyond our knowingVe hold

the life process itself to be sacred.”

But | believe it was the appearance
of photos of the earth taken from space
that gave the new world-view an
image, a symbol that has gradually-cap
tured the popular imaginatiowe can
finally see our planet as a whole, with a
oneness that may ultimately dissolve
the hierarchies and divisions which
plague us, a oneness that may resonate
for all of us as we sing of our “blue
boat home.” e®

For the complete report, go to:
uupcc.og/stories.html

1. “Blue Boat Home,” #1064 i8inging the Journey
Unitarian Universalisfssociation, Boston, 2005

2. Quote from Rosemary Matson.

3. Fahs, Sophiaylon, Today's Childen, ¥steday's
Heritage Beacon Press, Boston, 1952.

4. Bumbaugh, David ‘@tement of Belief” in
Newsletter of the Covenant of Unitarian Universalists
Pagans Fall, 2008.

gathering of women and said
that an international conferenc
of women had taken place in
1985, and another in 1995, an
the same problems that had
faced women in those decades
still faced women today—eeu
cation, health care, violence,
poverty lack of political power
And so we were left with a
huge and sobering question:
What will it take to make the
needed changes? | couldhelp
wondering if a new way of see

ing the world, a new “recipe,” Ejjeen Higgensa®tington, DC and UURGIGnteer gave

was perhaps what had been

lacking in the past. process at

Spring 2009@wwwuupcc.org

a presentation on the UU®CBMmmunity Capacity Building

the Convocation.
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UUPCC at General Assembly
NAGY FERENC STORY BRINGS CONTEMPORARY (Continued from page 1)

UNITARIANISM IN TRANSYL VANIA TO LIFE (see the story on pagé)lin the Khasi
Hills. And we will share stories about

Whoever has met the Reverend Nagy Ferenc—they are many, both within and . .
9y y y some of the children who are the first

outside his native land of Transylvania—will be interested in his account of his life

and times from 1916 to the present. Those who have never met him but are curi- recipients of our RTHS student spen

ous about the Unitarians in that mystique-laden land, and those with an interest in sorshipsThe program is in the Salt

the violent drama of Eastern European life in the 20th century, will also want to Palace Ballroom F-H.

read his account. Ferenc’s quick wit, his penchant for storytelling, his awareness On Saturday June 27 from noon to

and insight about the tumultuous events of this time, all shine through his conver- 1:30 we will welcome all of you and

sation. He is unabashed. the new Bishop of th&ransylvania
George Kimmich Beach induced Rev. Nagy—affectionately known as “Feri Unitarian Church, Ferenc Balint and

bacsi"—to tell the story of his life and times in several sessions at his home in his daughter Réka—as well as other

Segesvar, Romania. Not that hard for man who loves to tell stories! The edited
result, with photographs, several of his original songs, and full-color reproductions
of his paintings, tell and illustrate his story.

First and foremost, Nagy is the pastor of his several Unitarian congregations.
He is also a highly talented painter, a pianist, and a songwriter. His people and his

international guests—to oAnnual
Lunch and Meeting/Ve will be in the
ballroom of the Marriott Hotel. Details
about ordering lunch tickets will be

colleagues revere him. An independent spirit, he tells his life story on his own online in early May and will be sent to
terms and always with an eye to our enjoyment. all members in the mail with the

His story reflects his life experience: as a member of an oppressed ethnic Annual Meeting packet in late May
minority (a Hungarian in Romania), as an internal refugee during World War Il You need not be a UUPCC member to
(fleeing first German forces, then Allied bombs, then the Russians), as a forty-year attend the lunch.
survivor of Romania’s peculiarly repressive Communist regime, and emerging from Annual Meeting packets will be
all this in the 1990s, as a man of deep and, what many will find an astonishingly mailed to all current members in good
liberal, religious faith.” standing and to churches with institu

The book, Beach comments, “is for the general reader, the religious education
course, and for young people and adults who seek a vivid sense of the struggles
and joyous liberal faith of Transylvanian Unitarians in the last century and continu- *
ing today.” It is available from Campicello Press, P. O. Box 417, Madison, VA

tional memberships in good standing.
Look for them to arrive by late May
Plans are underway tofef an

22727. To order, write gkbeach@aol.com. $15.00 check to Camicello Press i_nternational worship service in add
includes shipping in U.S. The book benefits the UU Partner Church Council andis  tion to regularly-scheduled Ggro-
available at the UUPCC Booth at General Assembly. gramming. Look for an announcement

about time and place on our website, in
theAnnual Meeting packet, on PCC
Chat and at our bootfihis years Gen
eralAssembly will have international

CONFERENCE SLL NOTES and those who would have wished to  Visitors from Uganda, Burundi, India,

Mar ch 28 do so and wanted to know more about Transylvania, Hong Kong and Japan.
International Convocation of UU the myriad activities. Cathy Cordes, a We hope to be able to plan a worship
Women member of the ICUUWPlanning service that will include them all.

Committee, joined the call and gave  See you at GA! ee
much input as to what made this eon
vocation so successfdlttention was
focused on the three issues voted on as
those most important to women—Edu
cation, Health Care and Preventing
ViolenceAgainstWomen—all seen
through the lens of poverty and
empowerment. Please log in to the

The International Convocation of U*U UUPCC website and click on the tab

About 10 people joined the virtual con
ference call to discuss the very suceess
ful, first-ever International Convocation
of UU Women. People on the call were
both those who could attend the convo

Women's web site is at for this call at

www.icuuw .com . There you can find | - www.uupcc.og/confcalls.htrhto hear
more information about the confer- it in its entirety You are also asked to
ence as well as a link to register for look at the ICUUWwebsite for addi

joining an ongoing worldwide UU

women's community.” tional information. Linda Lu Burciaga making a presentation at the

—LindalLu Burciaga  Women's Convocation.
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Pilgrimage to the Khasi Hills
(Continued from page 2)
Bari’'s mother and fathean older child
of one of Baris sisters (I think), several
young women whom they have taken
in and helped to educate, a British Uni
tarian visitor named Barbara Smith,
and Catie Scudera, a young Unitarian
Universalist woman from thet&es
who is spending six months in the
Khasi Hills and who has played an
instrumental role in the Kharang
Orphanage project (see padefar
more news). It was all done, as far as
we could tell, with amazing grace and
hospitality Bari and Nangros simple
house sits high on a bfukith a glork
ous view across the Khasi Hills.

At the end of the first day we

makeshift “church” was filled with
about 500 Khasi villagers in their eol
orful tribal costume, prepared to spend
an entire day in church, patiently (even
the children!) listening to sermons and
prayers and wonderful musicafert
ings and frequently singing hymns—it
is clear that hymn singing is one of the
most important elements of their wor
ship—interrupted only by the sight of
an occasional rooster wandering
through the congregation.

The Khasi Unitarians we met are
mostly pooy uneducated village farm

braziers also serve as central heating.
During the morning service | was
scheduled to speak for about ten min
utes, but soon realized that my “ser
mon” would pose too ditult a chal
lenge for the translatoso | was madly
eliminating quotations and whole para
graphs up until the moment | rose to
give it. By this time the power had
failed. (Because of a particularly dry
winter, the powerwhich is hydro-
electric in origin, is turned bfor brief
periods each dgySo with no sound
system, and an uncertain translator

ers, raising livestock and vegetables on set out to shout out my sermon to the

small, hillside farms where water is a
precious commodityespecially in the
non-rainy season, which February is.
Several hours a day are spent in carry

returned to Shillong, so exhausted from ing water as few of the houses have
the days experiences and impressions unning waterand many lack even the

and journey that we retired to bed with Most basic sanitary facilities or electric
ity. | heard of one village where there is ally hear the preacher say or in one

out supper at around eight in the
evening.The next daywhich was Sun
day we returned early to Pingwait for
the main event of the convention: a
day-long worship service in a con
structed-foithe-occasion outdoor
church.This is as close to a tent-meet
ing as | have ever been! Soon the

only one latrine for every 140 people.
Cooking is done over small, charcoal
braziers, either indoors or oiithis

time of yeaywhich is the end of win
ter, the temperatures sometimes fall
into the 30s at night from a high of
around 60 or 70 during the dap the

REAL UNITARIANS

Since | am often asked whether Khasi Unitarians are “real Unitarians,” | offer this
brief history lesson. Khasi Unitarianism was founded by a native Khasi, Hajjom
Kissor Singh, in 1887. Singh discovered Unitarianism on his own after he
became disaffected with orthodox Christianity. His main influences were Ameri-
can and British Unitarians. Though the Khasis remain theistic in their theological
outlook, they are dedicated religious liberals. Their original statement of faith
reads,

We believe in the unity of God, in the Fatherhood and Mother-

hood of God, in the Brotherhood of Man, in Love, Union,

Worship, and Faith, and in Immortality.

Singh himself defined Khasi Unitarianism in terms of duty to God, to fellow
humans, and to oneself.

If | were to try to define Khasi Unitarianism for North American Unitarian
Universalists, | would say that it is closest to the “Channing Unitarianism” of the
19th century; indeed, William Ellery Channing's writings remain popular among
the Khasis. Several of their affirmations will sound familiar to long time Unitarian
Universalists: salvation by character; the progress of humankind onward and
upward forever; and freedom, tolerance, and the use of reason in religious mat-
ters. Jesus is a model for how the religious life should be lived, but not divine.
The motto of Khasi Unitarianism? “To Nangroi”: “Keep on progressing.”

—H. Babcock

10 Spring 200®wwwuupcc.org

few English speakers in the front rows
who might be able to hear me. If only |
had known that the theme of the eon
vention this year was “Let your light
shine” | might have had an easier time
of it! Though the sermons were all in
Khasi, one would be jarred to occasion

case begin to sing in English, “This lit
tle light of mine, I'm gonna let it
shine!” Ultimately it didn’'t matter
what | said, or didi’say: it was our
presence that really mattered.

What to tell you about these won
derful and friendly peoplePhose of
you who have been privileged to visit
the Khasi Hills know that they are
small in stature and huge in hedie
Khasis apparently originated to the
east, possibly in Cambodia, and so they
look more like Cambodians than typi
cal IndiansThey are kind and gener
ous and treat their guests with the
greatest respect. Many of the older-peo
ple, men and women, chew Betel nuts
and leaves, disconcerting at first as it
turns the mouth and teeth a bright red
color. As already noted, they are won
derful singers, joyful and heartfelt, and
since many of their hymns come from
the western, Christian tradition—most
of the native people living in the Khasi
Hills are Christians of one variety or
another| learned—it isrt' so hard to
sing along in their phonetic Khasi
hymnbook As we approached the con
vention site in Pingwait | was surprised
to hear the tune “Abide with Me” play
ing through the sound system!

(Continued on padg 1
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Pilgrimage to the Khasi Hills
(Continued from page 10)

Our good friend Pearl Greene Mar
baniangAssistant General Secretary of
the Unitarian Union and minister of the
Unitarian Church in Shillong, gives this
eloquent description of Khasi Unitari
anism: “... the teaching and example
of Jesus: the message of divine love,
the love that casts out fedine over
coming of evil with good, and the sub
lime belief in the essential divinity and
potential splendor of the human spirit.”
It is a hopeful and optimistic faith!

Our splendid Sunday ended with a
meal and tea in a village home, in the
near darkness, before driving back to
Shillong over that long, narrowvind
ing road—this time in the dense fog.
By now we, like most of our Khasi
friends, had become fatalists when it
comes to automobile travel in India.

My one order of dicial Partner
Church business was to complete the
signing of the memorandum of under
standing governing the orphanage,
and | am happy to report that | was
successful.

There is so much more that | could
share about India and my pilgrimage to
the Khasi Hills (like the 36-hour door
to-door trip back home), but | will
spare you thafThough brief, our visit
was rich in experiences, impressions,
new friendships, and memorids
always, | was humbled to be in the
presence of people who share our lib
eral faith in the face of such over
whelming odds. Once again | have had
the profound experience of making
connections across borders of geegra
phy, ethnicity and culture. | hope that
this little report is enough to pique your
interest in the worldwide sweep of our
liberal experiment in faith and of our
partnership movement, and to make
you want to learn more, and perhaps
even to experience it first hams they
say in the Khasi Hills;Khublei!” ee

Partner Churchlews

A. Margaret Barr Children’s Village Inaugurated

BY KHLUR MUKHIM
February 28, 2009

We keep saying here Glory be to the Divine
in the highest, good will to humanity.
Amen.

have just returned from my village

of Kharang for the great inaugura
tion of ourAMBCV! | want you to
visualize our celebration through my
camera lenses. Let me briefly outline
the inaugural function as follows:

The Childrers Village has been

inaugurated today by the local legisla
tor in presence of thefifials of the
Kharang Rural Centethe Unitarian
Union and the government Socvsel-
fare Board along with local church

ment to meet him for any possible gov
ernment assistance required.. Kar
Mylliemngap, KRC representative sug
gested that Ms. Barr should be smiling
to see her orphanage inaugurated. Catie
Scudera read a message from Dee
Idnani and also spoke. She announced
the names of the sponsors for all 14
children. RevN. Suting AMBCV Sec
retary expressed his happiness that the
dream has come true, with the help
received from hundreds of friends,
churches and schools. Mrs. Elizabeth
Mawkhlieng, Director of SOS Chil
drensVillage, Shillong, gave practical
advice to the mothers and caretakers,
encouraging them to listen to the ehil
dren and treat them well. Mrs.

leaders, teachers, construction workers, Mawkhlieng was instrumental in pro
friends and wellwishers. It was such a viding necessary training to the two

sunny and beautiful day when the
inspiring spirit ofAnnie Magaret Barr

mothers.The inaugural session was
chaired by RevC. Lyngdoh AMBCV

filled the air and gave us all reason to  Chairman, who also cut the inaugural

smile.

Mr. R. Pyngrope, local legislator
spoke of his interactions with Unitari
ans and invited thAMBCV manage

cake. Others who spoke on the acca
sion included Mrs. O.Blariang (Chair
of the Sate SocialWelfare Board), Mr

(Continued on page 13)

On inauguration gene children pose in front of the orphanage, with thahd athwetsikers.
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Nominations to the UUPCC Board

and N ominating Committee

The election of Board and Nominating Committee will take place at the UUPCC
Annual Meeting at GenerAlssembly on Saturdayune 27 at 12:45 p.nidoting
members will receive @€ial notification of this via a mailing later this spring.

Here's what the Bylawsead about terms on the Badar

Selection anddrms of Office. The elected members of thedoaDirectors shall be selected for
three (3)-year terms. Four (4) members shall be elected each yearfatrthal Meeting of the
UUPCC. In case of a vacancy on the Bbaf Directors, the@maining members of the Bdaof
Directors may appoint a&placement to fill the unexpil term A person may s&e a maximum of
two (2) consecutive terms, except that a person appointed to fill a vacancy weagcance than
eight (8) consecutive year®ris shall begin at the conclusion of feual Meeting.

Each year at this time, we receive the

in 2005 and has completed one three-

recommended nominees to the UUPCC year term as on the Executive Board

Board of DirectorsWe are pleased to
announce that one current board member
is returning for another term, and we
welcome three new nominees for open
positionsWe mark with gratitude the
service of Barbara Beach and Lawrence
Coburn, who, having fulfilled two cen
secutive terms, will be leaving the Board
after numerous years of exceptional lead
ership and servic&\Ve look forward to

our continuing connections with both
Barbara and Larrywho will remain
involved with the UUPCC in other
capacities.

We also note that Patt Herdklotz has
regretfully tendered her resignation from
the BoardWe appreciate Padt'service
and wish her well with all her endeavors.
Cathy Perry has graciously agreed to
fulfill the remainder of Patt' term(see
p. 13)

Nominees to the UUPCC Board of
Dir ectors 2009

For three-year terms until 2012 (Four positions
available):

Beverly Derington Moore,

Louisville, KY

Beverly made her first visit fbransylva
nia in 1993 with a group from her
church, First Unitarian Louisville. Since
then she has been active in her chgrch’
Partner Church Group, chair of the Part
ner Church f&ering Committee, and a
member of the UUPCC. In 2004 she
again traveled tdransylvania, this time
on theThanksgiving Pilgrimage. She
served as the Networker for the Ohio
Valley District for two years and gein
ized Partner Church presentations and
booths for the district meetings. She
served as volunteer stébr the UUPCC

12

serving as secretary

Rev. Kelly J. Crocker,

Madison,WI

Kelly has been Minister of Religious
Education at the First Unitarian Society
of Madison since 2001. She loves being
a part of such a vibrant and growing €on
gregation. In the summer of 2005, Kelly
traveled with FUSS choir on a pilgrim
age tour to their partner church in Nagy
ajta. It was a wonderful connection to our
Transylvanian heritage and she fell in
love not only with the people, the music,
and the culture but also the chimney
bread! Not the palinka, unfortunatebs
she was 12 weeks pregnant during the

ship with the Unitarian church in Széke
lykereszt(y Transylvania. He has served
as both chair and co-chair of Concerd’
Partner Church Committee. He currently
serves on the UUPCECommunica
tions Committee and is one of the-net
workers for the Keresztur district.

Rodger has co-led Concasdii-
annualYouth Service Pilgrimages
(YSPs) to Keresztystudied Hungarian
in Kolozsvar and been a member of the
support committee foFransylvanian
Unitarian Radio in KolozsvaHe and
his wife Pat Brinkman have sponsored a
student at the Berde M6zes Unitarian
High School in Keresztjiattended the
student$ graduation there in 2007 and
continue to sponsor him at the theologi
cal institute in Kolozsvar

Rodger will return to Keresztar in
July with Concord 4thYSPand again
in September with Concosltelegation
to celebrate the dedication of Keres&ur
renovated Unitarian Community House.

Nominee to the UUPCC Nominating
Committee 2009

The Nominating Committee issponsible for
submitting nhames of nominees to the UUPCC
Board of Directors and to the Nominating
Committee. Wnote with gratitude that Pat

tour! She has been a passionate SUPPOIteRydgers will be leaving this committee after

of Madisons partnership with Nagyajta
and the Partner Church program ever
since. Kelly is married to her amazing
partner/stay-at-home dad, Dan Rays
brook, and they are blessed with world-
traveling 3 year old son, Sam.

Rev. Jon Luopa,

Seattle WA

Jon has been the Senior Minister at-Uni
versity Unitarian Church in Seattle since
1999. Before that he served UU congre
gations in Massachusetts and Connrecti
cut.A 1981 graduate of the Harvard
Divinity School, where he met his wife,
Annie, they have two daughters, Laila
and Julika. Jon has beenTi@nsylvania
several timesThe partner church for
University Unitarian iAlsorékos,
Romania.

Rodger Mattlage,

Lincoln, MA

Since 1997 Rodger has been involved
with First Parish in Concorsl’partner

Spring 2009@wwwuupcc.org

many years of seice.

Here is what the Bylawad about terms on

the Nominating Committee:

5.1 Size and Selectiomhe UUPCC shall have

a three (3)-person Nominating Committee
elected by the members of the UUPC@e

Chair of the Nominating Committee shall be
elected by the members of the Committee.
5.2Term of Ofice. The members of the Nomi
nating Committee shall serve one (1) staggered
three (3)-year term.

For a three year term until 2012 (One position
available):

Lawr ence H. Coburn

Weston, MA

Larry is a founding member of the
UUPCC. He has served on the Execu
tive Committee/Board ofrustees since
1993, was th@reasurer of the Council
from April 2002 until May 2005 and

Vice Chair from June 2006 until October
2008. He currently serves on the Finance
Committee and the Cornigtward
Committee. oo
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Meet the N ewest UUPCC
Board Member

At its mostecent meeting, the UUPCC Bdar
of Directors appointed Cathy Rgrof Bellevue,
WA to fill the vacancy on the Badteft by the
resignation of Patt Helklotz. Cathy will sere
the emainder of this unexgid term, until
201.

Cathy Perry is a member of East Shore
Unitarian Church in Bellevu&\ash
ington, where she serves on the Board
of Trustees and has been an active
member of its Partner Church Ministry
since 2004Together with th&Vestside

Unitarian Congregation of Seattle, East aglimpse of the crowd in front of the Ghiltiegre main dodtev Nangroi Suting speaking.
Shore has a long-standing partnership

with Torockésoszyentgy@y in Tran Children’s Village Inauguration Idnani and Catie Scudera as major

sylvania and more recently formed (Continued from pagg 1 players/founders.

partnerships with Smit and Kharang in  T.K. Sahnoh, Secretary of the Kharang A big feast followed the inaugura

the Khasi Hills of India. Village, the local Block Development  tion. It was a grand celebration and a
Cathy has traveled three times to ~ Officer, Rev Mrs. D.Khriam, UUNEI happy dayespecially for all thaMB

Transylvania (in 2005, 2007, and 2008) Treasurerand Mr K. Rani, UUNEI CV residents and managemewe

and also visited the Khasi Hills in Vice President who fdred a prayer

2007. She recently became a networker = TheAMBCV Children performed
for six partner churches in the Kolozs- a welcome song while the Mawsynjri
Tordai district ofTransylvania and will ~ Sunday School children presented a
make her first visit there as a net special song. Khlur Mukhim gave the
worker in May 2009. vote of thanks on behalf of the Ghil
Cathy has served on the Commu  drensVillage management. Special
nications Committee of the UUPCC mention was made several times today
since 2007 and has moderated or par about our late “Aunt Sue” Lennox who
ticipated in manwirtual Conference was a major donor for this projeéis
Calls. She recently attended the Inter you can read in the picture at right, the

national Convocation of Unitarian central hall has been named the
UniversalistWomen in Houston and is  ‘Lennox Room” in her memorMost
playing an active role in promoting speakers mentioned the names of Dee
the ongoing work launched at that

event.ee

UUPCC LAPEL PINS
(Actual size—3/4 inch)

$5 each—or 10

for $35.

Price includes

regular shipping.

To order send check to: UUPCC,
P.O. Box 88, Bedford, MA 01730

Rev C. kngdoh cuts the celebratory cake asfioizds édok on.
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NEW BOOK PUBLISHED

FERENC DAVIDyMihaly Balazs Translated by Judit Gellérd

BY JuDIT GELLERD
A s its translatord proudly announce
an impressive new scholarly work

on Francis David written by Prof.
Mihaly Balazs at the University of
Szeged, Hunganand published by the
University of $rasboug under the
series editorship of ProAndré
Séguenny

This is the first comprehensive his
tory of earlyTransylvanian Unitarian
ism. Its prestigious author is an ‘out
sider' but the top expert on early
Unitarianism in Europe, giving the
work a special objectivity and integrity
This work is the fruit of his decades-
long research and integration of histo

ers).The original and obvious goal of
the founders of this series was to resur
rect these traditions which mainstream
churches have mginalized.

The lagest in the series, this 325-
page volume éérs the most complete
and radically reinterpreted biography of
the great radical reformeferenc
David, with a thorough description of
each of his works. Moreovet cites alll
primary and secondary 16th century
sources, (mostly Latin, some Hungar
ian) and gives concise and objective
summaries that reflect the theological-
historical correlations of David's works.
It also includes all important theolegi
cal and literary reflections on his life

ries and contradictions. He consults andby posterity

summarizes every known primary
source in its original language.

The 26th and last volume of the
seriesBibliotheca Dissidentiurtand
the 4th on HungariaAntitrinitarians)
presents the life and work of the great
Transylvanian Unitarian reformer
Ferenc [Francis] David\s the found
ing bishop of the Unitarian Church, he
was given an entire volume in this very
prestigious scholarly series that can be
found on the shelves of major libraries
and universities of the world.

The series publishes biographies
and bibliographies of important early
modern thinkers and seekers who did
not belong to any mainstream religious
denomination but rather to small liberal
religious groups (Anabaptists, Spiritu
alists, Unitarians, Socinians and-oth

| was privileged to translate this superb
Hungarian scholarship, working with
my husband, Prof. GegeWilliams, as
English editorl am thrilled thaAmeri-
can Unitarian Universalists finally have
a detailed and contextualized presenta
tion of Francis David work as well as
complete access to these fascinating
sources of our religious roofBhis is

the book for which our English-speak
ing Unitarian Universalist friends, our
UU churches and theology schools
have been waiting. | hope each theol
ogy school where UU ministers are
being trained, and each UU church
library will consider purchasing a capy
Please, kindly pass on this information
to other such institutions as well as to
your acquisitions librarian.ee

first time.

The inclusion of Ferenc David in the Bibliotheca series is important not only
because he was an outstanding personality, the leading figure and symbol of the
Mid-Eastern-European or the Transylvanian Reformation, but also because of
the timing of the publication. The research focus and the elaboration on his life
work could only be done in the post-dictatorial period in Mid-Eastern-Europe.
One must remember that between 1921 and 1990 Hungarian researchers were
entirely banned from touching any Transylvanian historical sources. And espe-
cially during the Ceausescu decades this ban was instituted with a hysterical
severity. This also means that after seven decades of inaccessibility, finally the
opportunity for scholars to study those obstructed documents has opened for the
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The Ferenc David tradition revital-
ized only in 19th century Transylva-
nia, when around 1840 to 1850 Uni-
tarians re-discovered Ferenc David's
epochal significance. Although the
cult of Ferenc David among Transyl-
vanian Unitarians has always been
vibrant, it did not mean that they
owned up to his theological legacy.
At the same time, European tradition
entirely ignored this great Transyl-
vanian Unitarian thinker. Because his
works did not make it into the series
of publications, the Bibliotheca
Fratrum Polonorum, published in
Amsterdam in mid-17th century, all
that the great 17—18th century Euro-
pean thinkers knew about David was
Fausto Sozzini's condemnation of
his radical theological views. In this
sense, it is especially important that
now an English volume can inform
the readers about his work. Not one
19-20th century Transylvanian
church historian was ever able to
offer such a detailed presentation

of his work contextualized within
those turbulent times and historical
cataclysms.

HOW TO ORDER:

1. You can oder directly fiom the publisher:
Email: info@Koerneverlag.de They chge
100.00 Euo (US$130).

2. Americans, howeveshould use the follow
ing Amazon seice (PCC Pesident, Haold
Babcock, epotted that they chaged him only
$98.00 plus $6.00 for shipping. Itrared in a
week's time).

Enfield Publishing & Distribution Co.,
234 May 8eet, Post Office Box 699,
Enfield, New Hampster03748

Email: info@enfieldbooks.com
Telephone: 603- 632- 7371

Fax: 613- 632- 561
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Reports,

News& Travel Stories

SPOKANE/FELSORAIOS

Ties Are Triple-Ric h

BY JULIE Josg, UU CHURCH OF SPOKANE,
WA

hat a flurry of wonderful activi
ties swirled around the Rev

Jozsef Kotecz, his wife, Réka and and
her daughterOttilia as they got to
know us and our communitBoth the
UU Church of Spokane and tki¢est
minster Congregational United Church
of Christ hosted them and scheduled
two weeks-worth of eventa. tour of
the health sciences campus and a-reha
bilitation center were of special interest
to Ottilia. Drives around the area,
shopping and the museum were popu
lar; however meeting, dancing and
singing together topped the agenda.

UU Scholarship sponsors listened
with rapt attention as Jézsef read letters
from all eight current students, and he
left with letters for each studeiit the
WonderfulWednesday potluck, our
children sang in Hungarian and danced
and invited everyone to join in the
twist. It meant a lot to our guests that

Rev J6zsef Kotecz making music with the part
church team. (Nancy Davis & Dan Gore are lo
UU musicians)

Partner Churchlews

g[r:)okane

our RE teachers had devoted an entire
month to experiencing the partnership
through music, food and stori@$he
children presented them with a long
banner featuring their artwork and pho
tos.The UU stafhosted Jézsef for
lunch to discuss church issues, and
then he met separately with RE and
Music staf to collaborate on sharing
resources. Redeeming a coupon they
made, Jézsef chose a chalice, pin and
book from our bookstore. He gave us
copies of the Hungarian Unitarian
hymnal and will send the catechism in
English.

UU Partner Church Sunday at
which Rev Kotecz preached and a
Hungarian dinner were highlights
thanks to lots of participation by the
congregation and ganization by the
Partner Churciieam, which includes
members from both Spokane churches.UUs as the entrance to their memorial garden.
Réka thought the service was espe
cially beautiful, and J6zsef just said contributed substantially towards a
“Waooow” after we left the dinner guesthouse project in Felsérakos, as
They were amazed by the 200-person Well as to the womes’association and
turnout, the food and the program, youth groupThe UUs presented them
which included the UU childres’choir ~ with a framed collage of the visit to
singing again in Hungarian and presen share with the congregation in Fel
tation of photos by visitors to Fel sOrakos. Now several people are plan
sBrakos from th&Vestminster Church.  ning visits toTransylvania. Rev
The next morning was Felsdrakos Day Kotecz wrote that words could not
atWestminster with ReKotecz in the (Continued on page 16)
pulpit, followed
by anAmerican
BBQ lunch,
contra dancing
and a silent
auction.

After a sim
ilar round of
celebratory
events with
Westminster
CUCC, they
began their
homeward jour
ney happy and
exhausted.
Togetherthe

Rev Kotecz traced and sent the pattern for this

Left to right: Mary Rupert, Besef Kotecz, Réka Bencze (his wife) and Julie

churches
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gate which was carved and constructed by Spokan

Jose in the badkbetter caption might be J6zsef and Réka put the final touches
thegulyador the UTransylvanian Partnership Dinner! (This is in the UU kitchen



Reports, News & Travel Stories nextWednesday which is a worry for ~ She has no type of casting other than a
(Continued from page 15) her There are others who are willing to splint device that cups the foot with
express their feelings about the visit,  help, but there are dignity issues that  cloth ties—and reminds her to keep the
but “inspiring” and “meaningful” have  any of us would feel discomfort about. right leg immobilized.
been frequent in the Spokane churches ~ She was expecting the physical She gets company regularly and
L therapist to honor the appointment that knows that things are getting better
had been set for a week prior —
Krisztina had not been given an update Rev Ildiké and her husband have been

HANSKA MN as to the reason for the no-sh@&@e far  our hostsWith a one-yeaold and

el 4 she has not received specifics coneern extra obligations with holy week, our
Visit to Benced ing proper range-of-motion exercises  visit is not well timed. Howevelldikd
BY MARK AND BRENDA WIGER that have been approved by the doctor is very gracious and we all make good
Editor's note: Krisztina Pall, a member of the The adaptive table still requires ~ partners in negotiating through the
Benced chuwh came to the U.S. in Falaty as — yaining of the upper body in order to  scheduleWe have been able to be the
an invited speaker at the International Convo .
cation of UU Wmen. She spent a week visiing US€ her computeéWhen she eats, she  bumpain short bursts—fun to be
Bencéd's paner, the Nora Chieh UU in Han props a series of pillows behind her ~ reminded of our little grandsoffy.
ska, MN. She made a lot of friends ¢hend at ~ head and places the plate under her  The atmosphere is serene and a page
the Convocation in Houston. She was ina car  chin. She has no type of hospital bed— from another era. Basic simple living
accident shaly after she eturned home in rather a single bed mattress on top of athat seems to promote health and
March. She suffer a multiple fractu of her living room couch. She has fashioned aappreciation for basics of lif@he pic
leg and is now in bed for ke months while it . o -
heals. Benda and Mark managed to visither ~ Variety of adaptive gizmos that help ture taking has been surreal... complete
recently as an extension to a business tripto her to reach and manipulate things with a rainbow over the church belfry

Italy. This is a epott to their chuch of the visit around her and members of the church.
and of Krisztina's condition. $\thought we It is difficult for her to concentrate, Last evening, lldiké gave an
e ri? p|S: o Emmgf;h Zzt'rt]frsahi‘gocv‘ieﬁ“' or develop interest in the television or  address at a neighboring church in
become parof each other's lives. ' books that she normally likes to read. Ujszékely where the Unitarian high
school isThe service was old world
The purpose for the phone call was to and a blastWe sang the songs phoreti
find out if she felt up to having a visit. cally with each note being held long
Her answer was a resounding yes so enough for everyone to find the right
off we journeyedwhat follows is a pitch without regard to quarter notes or
status report. whateverThe men on one side and
Because of the tight schedule for women on the otherlronically it is the
lldiké (Rev Makkai-llkei, Bencéd sister church of Harold Babcock and
minister) combined with a report that his parish in suburban Boston. (Rev
Krisztina was not doing well todaye Babcock was once the minister in Han
were not able to see her todais ska.)The family hosted us before and
evening we are feeling unsettled after with a meal, complete with
because we must depart tomorrVe palinka.. and a chance to witness the
were hoping to visit with her and also workings of a subsistence farm. Goats
try to identify some strategies to help galore, chickens clucking, geese, cows,
her cope with nighttime anxiety sheep, a broken water pump, kids; kit
We were able to see the x-ray tens, dogs barking to the church bell
reports: the most recent update showed gongs, laughter and just the right
progress as the bone is mending at the amount of chaos to make for a com
break point. It is also hopeful because fortable setting.
the break is below the area where the Today we walked to upper Benced
ball fits into the socket. She had the ~ !ldikd and Krisztina pose in 2007 near for an appreciation cfgfe informally
rods placed in her leg starting from the the then-new Internet Café in Bencéd. acknowledging the Nora contribution,
top of the knee... done through arthro
scopic sugery.

Her weight seems good and she CORRECTION: "MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN DEVA

still has the same brightness in her My trip report was published in the Nov. 2008 newsletter. It was credited to my
eyes. Her mother goes back to work  husband Terry Dawson, but | wrote the article. Thank you, Marsha Dawson.
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(Continued from page 15)

used to buy supplies to refurbish the
church.The progress is phenomenal
and the work will easily be completed
by July The people were so kind and
welcoming. It was magical—complete
with a black lamb prancing around the
church as we toasted with palinka.
Workmen were finishing installation of
rain gutters.

We had lunch with Krisztina's
future motheiin-law. She was very
gracious, and prepared wild boar
Tonight we will accompany lldiké as
she gives another sermon in a neigh
boring town Another adventure, we

group of people to visit our own part
ner church in the PhilippineA.group

of seven of us went this past January
and this Sunday seemed like the right
time to share with you about our expe
riences.And then, we got word that
Rev Rebecca Sienes, with whom we

was coming to the U.S. for the Interna
tional Convocation of UWomen in
Texas. Her ticket was extended so she
could come visit us in person, and it
just so happened that it would be over
this weekend!

In Three Cups ofd&a HajiAli (the
KorpheVillage Chief in the Karakoram

are sure.ee Afghanistan], we drink three cups of
tea to do business; the first, you are a
strangerthe second you become a

SAN MATEO, & friend, and the third, you join our fam

ily, and for our familywe are prepared
to do anything—even die.”
We visited our partner church for

Three Cups of Tea:
Humanizing the ‘Other’

RerFLEcTIONBY REV. VAL WELLER:

their family almost immediately

know | speak for the others when | say
that we had our own conversion experi
ence.You will be hearing reflections
from three of our delegation, and then
we'll welcome Rebecca into our pulpit.
Please be sure to stay come back,
because after the second service we'll
have a special reception along with a
brief film of the people and places we
visited. There, we can share three cups
of tea.

The San Mateo UU Chehn recently visited their
partner chuch in Cabiguhan n the island of
Negos, pat of the Philippine arhipelago. Sev
eral reflections fom chuch members on the trip
are posted on the UUPCC website at
wwwuupcc.og/stories.html Printed hee is the
introduction by the minister Rewail Weller.
Following her intoduction is a sharsermon by
Rev Rebecca Sienes. R&ienes was visiting
San Mateo after attending the ICUUW Convo
cation in Houston in late Febary.

n the wonderful booRhree Cups of

Tea the mountain climber Greg
Mortenson has an accident and wan
ders into a village in Pakistan/
Afghanistan, where he is taken in and
healedAs he comes to know the peo
ple in this rugged yet beautiful place,
he has a conversion experience. He
knows that he must use his influence, his past July my partner Susan
whatever and wherever he can, to help Grieger and | had the good fortune
affect positive change in the villages he to meet RevNihal Attanayake, Presi
has come to know and love. He writes dent of the UU Church of the Philip
his book which sparks a worldwide
movement, and he begins building Partner Church Councithey were our
schools arounéfghanistan. house guests for a few days when

We decided way back last spring to Nihal came here to the San Francisco

do a service on this Mortenson and this BayArea to speak with our congrega
book today... and then in the middle of tion, Unitarian Universalists of San
the yearwe were invited to bring a Mateo (UUSM). Listening to Nihal and

Welcome to the
Family

RerFLEcTIONBY CAROL COOK

Partner ChurcNews Spring 2009wwwuupcc.org

had spent much time in the Philippines,

Lee talk about Unitarian Universalism
in the Philippines and their excitement
about a future UUSM pilgrimage to
our partner congregation in Cabiguhan
awoke my curiosity and interest. | read
the book they broughilaglipay Uni
versalist and felt deeply moved by the
history of the struggling UU movement
in the Philippines. Until then, it would
never have occurred to me to visit the
Philippines. It is very far away! | dan’
speak the language. I'd never studied
the cultureWhat was | thinking?!

We arrived in Dumaguete at
UUCPheadquarters after darko our
amazement we found a big neon sign

Mountains) says:“Here [in Pakistan and illuminating a huge banner with all of

our namesThen the UUCRtaf came
out into the dark courtyard, greeting
each of us with a necklace, a beautiful
corsage, and the words &lf¢ome to

the UU Church of the Philippines.”
Over the next few days they filled our
minds with information about their

three days, and we were welcomed intoefforts to bring economic stability to

the impoverished UU farming commu
nities of Negros Island, and also about
the Cabiguhan congregation specifi
cally. They filled our bodies with deli
cious home-cooked meals. Most of all,
they filled our hearts with their
warmth, generosity and commitment to
their work.We all sang together
“Welcome to the family—we’re glad
that you have come to share your life
with us...And may we always be to
you what god would have us be: a
family...”

Everywhere we went we were
welcomed with this sonyVe were
overwhelmed by all the warm hospital
ity and preparations that had been
made for uswWe were told how much
our presence alone meant to the people
we visited, how much it meant to them
that we cared enough to travel a great
distance to meet them and learn about
their lives.The families of Cabiguhan

pines, and Lee Boeke Burke, of the UU shared their stories with us—and they

were not easy stories to héake heard
from a young woman who is complet
ing her second year of college and
comes home on weekends to help lead
Sunday services. Her father sold all of

(Continued on page 18)
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his cattle and water Hiafo to pay her

college expenses. He now has no more

livestock to sell, so she has no funds to
complete her last two years of college.
We heard that one of the RE leaders
has dificulty with her vision, but has
not been to see a doctor because she
has no money for treatmelite
learned that most of the children do not
go beyond elementary school because
their parents cahafford the shoes,
clothing and supplies required to send
them, and the boys are needed to take
care of the livestock.

We also learned that UUCHaf
are trained in a highly fefctive process
called Capacity Building which
empowers communities to identify
their own problems and solutions, and
requires a minimal financial investment
from us, the U.S. partnepo put in
motion.The UU Partner Church Coun
cil administers this program, as well as
a scholarship program for students of
all levels.These are proven channels
that we can use tofettively help our
partner congregation to rise up out of
poverty

So what was | thinking®/hy did |
go to Cabiguhan? | went there to learn
on a deeper level what | thought |
already knew: that there is no “Us” and
“Them”—there is only one human
family, and there is more love than we
know we have in us, to bind us
togetherA part of my heart remains
there in Cabiguhan, and in Dumaguete
and Manila, with this branch of my
family that | never would have known,
had | not decided, for some reason,
mysterious to myself, that | needed to
make this journeyMy life is richer
because of it. | am committed to sup
porting the scholarship and capacity
building programs of the UU Partner
Church Council to bring hope to our
partners in Cabiguhan, and | am work
ing to engage the UUSM congregation
in this efort. Our family longs for our
presence in their lives.
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Carrying the Flame of
Religious F reedom

—Rev. ReBeCcCA QUIMADA -SIENES
MaRrcH 8, 2009

Maayong buntagGood morning!
Indeed, it is hard to believe that | am
preaching to you in this beautiful
church!Thank you very much for a
warm welcome and a generous hespi
tality. It's one in a million. Looking
around the sanctuary you must have
noticed something dérent, unusual,
and uniqueThese things are very spe
cial and meaningfullThe reflections

and treasured that opportunikye left
the Catholic Church and attended a
Pentecostal church, Iglesia Universal
de Cristo.That Church ordained him to
become a Circuit Ministe¥hile in the
ministry, he was in need of religious
education materials, but the National
Office could not provide them. Rev
Quimada became so desperate and
tried different ways to obtain them.
One dayhe got a letter asking him to
dedicate a newly born batand that
letter was wrapped with an old paper
with a list of churches iAmerica
alphabetically arranged. He scrolled

that we have just heard are testimonies down to letter “I” for Iglesia, but found

of those who have found a transforma
tion—a conviction of their faith. |
would like to praise and uphold you
and your congregation for having such
a dedicated/engetic partnershiprhe

UU Church of the Philippines, Inc., the
Ulay/Cabiguhan UU congregation, and
of course, the UU Church of San
Mateo is wonderfully blessed.

none, then scrolled down to letter “U”
for Universal, and found the “Univer
salist Church i'Wisconsin.” He wrote
a letter but got no response.

Then, his cousin gave him a world
almanac, where again there was a list
of churches in the USAVanting so
much to be connected, he did exactly
what he did the first tim&his time, he

Since 1988, | have come to the U.S found the Universalist Church in

every year to attend the General
Assembly of the UUA. In 1991, | stud
ied theology at Meadville/Lombard in
Chicago to prepare me for a much
larger role and responsibility wit-
nessed the hard work my fathBev
Toribio S. Quimada, did in embracing
and preaching the faith. Back then, |
was a housewife who did not care
about becoming a ministdrecause
ministry is a “mars job.” Howevey
several years after his death, | came to
a realization and a desire that there
should be someone in the family who
would continue to carry on the flame of
religious freedomThis credential is of
highest importance to give me a
name... a woman religious leader of
our faith in the Philippines. Perhaps,
you're asking, “how did the faith
develop in the Philippines?”

My father was raised a devoted
Catholic.As a youth, he did not under
stand why only the priests were
allowed to read and interpret the Bible.
So, he desired so much to read or own
a copy of the most prohibited book in
the country—théHoly Bible After
years of longing, he finally got a copy

Spring 2009 wwwuupcc.org

GloucesterMassachusett$he minis
ter responded to my dad, and cornec
tion startedThat was in 1952. Later
my father was referred to the Univer
salist Church ildmerica.And, the

UCA (Universalist Church idsmerica)
sent books and other religious educa
tion materials to him.

He then began preaching the Uni
versalist faith to his congregations, and
this made the Executive Minister of the
Iglesia Universal de Cristo very angry
at him. So, in 1954, ReQuimada was
excommunicated. He wrote RéYana
Klotzle of the Universalist Church in
America and requested that he send
Universalist missionaries toganize
the church in the Philippines, but he
was told that they dontlo that.Yet, he
was promised that the UGAll sup-
port him in incorporating the Church,
thus inApril 25, 1955, the Universalist
Church of the Philippines was legally
registered in the Philippines.

It was a great struggle; they faced
much resistance, and there were many
negative forcesYet, Rev Quimadas
conviction to the Universalist faith sur
passed all those obstacl&brough
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self-study of the books sent by the
UCA, Rev Quimada uncovered a trans
forming light and allowed it to shine. It
brought more light and understanding

ipinos were cowed into submission,
even to the extent of accepting their
plight with resignation and fatalism...
the culture of violence has become, for
many a normal reality Along with

this is the poverty of the Filipinos. Of

to the hearts and minds of the people inthe 84 million people, 2.5% of Filipinos

Negros Island and now in Manila. He
preached the message of hope in the
midst of hellfire and eternal damnation
discourses, in the midst of struggle,
poverty and oppressioAnd that mes
sage of hope is well alive to this day
even to the future. My father was an
ordinary person, a traditional farmer

get 65% of the total income of the
country This 2.5% is made up of
around 130,000 families further allied
into extended families and a few for
eign corporationslhey also share in
the ownership and control of the ceun
try’s resources.

In his book Maglipay Universalist

and not highly educated, yet he had thaRev Muir said, “...the Philippines is a

undying passion and love to share his
new vision of spirituality—the gospel
of a loving God, salvation for all, reli

nation of people who live with a kind
of material poverty unparalled in the
United Sates... a kind of poverty so

gious tolerance, use of reason, freedomforeign to theWest that words and pic

from oppression and poveriyith his
saddled horse and sometimes on foot,
Rev Quimada crisscrossed the meun
tains, waded in flooded rivers on

tures cannot convey its character and
effect.” The peasants who cannot eat
three meals a dagsk, “Is there God in
the world?” If there is as what our faith

Negros Island, and shared the messagetells us, and god is supposed to be a

of Universalism and Unitarianism from
1955 up to the time when his breath
was shut dfby bullets in 1988. Rev
Quimadas social justice ministry
angered the people in powele was
assassinated and was burned. He died
violently, and left a challenge for a
much greater dream of the faith for the
next generation.

When my Philippine friends in
Chicago knew that | was returning to
the Philippines, they told me, “Are you
crazyWhy will you go back there!

The Philippines is very poor... you
cannot live a comfortable life.. you are
crazy if you will go back...” Indeed, |

loving God, how can god leave us in
this kind of situation®Vithin the con

Americans again who “liberated” them
from Japanese fascistdter every “lib-
eration,” they found their country occu
pied by foreign benefactors.”

This is the portrait that overshad
owed our being Unitarian Universalists.
This is the portrait that pushed me to
continue to carry on the flame of kel
gious freedomWith my six-year
experience il\merican culture espe
cially within the UU culture, | am cen
vinced that church partnership is one
aspect of social responsibility ministry
The Unitarian Universalist Partner
Church Council believes that “...inter
national engagement is moral and spiri
tual principle that enhances UU congre
gational life.” Social responsibility
ministry is a doing ministry; & about
life. It is one way of putting flesh and
action into our faith. It is about giving
freedom, justice and equity to those
who are oppressed and deprived.

Your partnership to Ulay/Abiguhan
UU Congregation is vital to the life of
the people/the childreivou are the
hope of their liberation/salvatiosour

text of faith, the peasants are struggling partnership is vital to the growth of the

to make sense the cruelties of life. For
them, poverty and oppression are not
only economic and political questions,
but theological as well. Eleazar Fernan
dez further says, “.... the history of the
Filipino people is a history of struggle:
a struggle to form a nation that truly
embodies the sentiments and aspira
tions of the people, and a struggle
against the negative forces, both within
and without that continue to abort the
peoples cherished dreams. Caught up
in the vortex of the rise and fall of

am crazy to continue carrying the flame global empires, the Filipinos found

of religious freedom in a country domi
nated by Roman Catholicism, extreme
poverty and oppressioses, | am crazy
because | had wanted so much to-con

their dreams always nipped in the bud
by their supposed liberators.”

This irony is best described by
Constantino, a Philippine Historian. He

tinue and strengthen the connection thasaid, “... the Filipino people have the

my father Rev Quimada had started. If

misfortune of being “liberated” four

these are the things that made me ¢raz'times in their entire historyirst came

then I love it'The influence of Roman
Catholicism is evident in almost every
angle of our Philippine societit
brought havoc to us, as well. Eleazar
Fernandez, author of the bodkward

a Theology oftBuggle said, “...Fit
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the Spaniards who “liberated” them
from the enslavement of the devil,”
next came th&mericans who “liber
ated them from Spanish oppression,”

congregation, its programs and agtivi
ties.Your partnership is also vital to the
life of the UU Church of the Philip
pines, Inc., the national body of the 30
UU congregations in the Philippines.
Also, | believe that church partnership
is the 21st century evangelism strategy
for the Unitarian UniversalistVe have
to share our faith; we should tell people
in our community or in the world who
we are as a religious community

else we give all the chances to the-reli
gious right groups to pursue their tradi
tional evangelism strategiadle must
strongly build up our church partrer
ship relationship—because we are the
torchbearers of religious freedom! Let
us not be bothered Bymerican impekr
alism, cultural diferences or economic
disparities, but let us wake up to the
realization for a need to share the
meaning of our faith. If we do not, who
will? If not now, when? For the life of
the people and for the growth of the
churches, let us hold onto and nurture

then the Japanese who “liberated them this partnership together

from American imperialism,” then the
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So be it. oo
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UUPCC Tavel Services &Resources

UUPCC Pilgrimages: Bringing P eople Together

For more than a decade the UUPCC Pilgrimage Service has helped to cement the bonds between North American UU and
their partners overseas. We provide multiple and varied pilgrimage opportunities for Unitarian Universalists of all ages. For
more details on any of the following services or to begin planning your pilgrimage contact our travel coordinator, John Dale, at
jdaleuupcc@yahoo.com and visit our website at www.uupcc.org/tripplan.html.

Congregational Pilgrimages -Travel with us on a life-
changing visit to your partner church in Eastern Europe, India,
or Asia. Low cost all-inclusive land-packages include trans-
portation, meals lodging, guide(s), interpreter(s). Our in-
country experts work with groups of 5 to 50 to develop a cus-
tomized itinerary that fits your interest, budget and timeframe.

Concert Tours for Choir s & Musical Groups —Looking
to expand the horizons of your music program? The UUPCC
can facilitate your choir’s international concert tour. Buses,
performance venues, hotel arrangements, and side tours are
all part of our large group service portfolio.

Francis David's footsteps in Torda, Kolozsvar and Déva,
perform a service project in your partner village, make the
world a better place and come back better people.

Group Tours for Individuals & “Space A vailable”
travel on UU congregational pilgrimages. We know that
not every UU congregation is capable of organizing their own
travel group. For small churches, churches without partners,
or just interested individuals we offer Spring and Fall Group
Tours at Pentecost & Transylvanian Thanksgiving. If you wish
to travel during the summer months we have numerous con-
gregational groups with extra space and a variety of itineraries

Youth & Ser vice Trips —Bring your youth group on a low-

and dates.

cost/high-return pilgrimage to Transylvania. They can follow in

A la Carte Services for Individuals and Independent T

raveler s include:

« Guides & Interpreters « Car rentals or « Car & driver

« Airport — village — airport van/car transfer

(Budapest BUD, Bucharest OTP, Kolozsvar CLJ, Marosvasarhely TGM)
« Hotel, B&B, Guest house and home stay accommodations.

Transylv anian Thanksgiving
Pilgrimage
September 22—October 2, 2009

Eleven days, $1,450 per person, double occupancy +
$150 egistration fee. (Add $250 single supplement).
Includes gound transpaation, meals, lodging guides,
interpreters, and fees. Cost does not include arfar
to/from Buchaest, Romania, gratuities, alcoholic bev
erages, depaure airpott transfer or expenses

incurred during fee periods.

Eleven days of spectacular scen&ying hospi
tality, and unique architecture in Southeastern

www.uupcc.org/tripplan.html

theTransylvanian Unitarian Church today and
the future of the Unitarian villages.

Coming to the ICUU Conference in
Kolozsvar this September?

The UUPCC Pilgrimage Service has
joined forces with ICUU planning committee to
offer three pre- and post-conference trips
to enhance your stay

In the Foots teps of David F erenc

Transylvania. Discover the singular beauty of the August 30-31, 2009

Carpathiarhlps and the fascinating history of

Guided pilgrimage to the Unitarian Holy Places.

the walled churches of the region. Beginning and Torda, GyulafehérvaMészkd, & Déva (the trip

ending in Bucharest, this tour will visit the
walled Unitarian churches of Székelyderzs (a
UNESCOWorld Heritage site) and Arkos, and
the Reformed church & model village at IHye
falva. You will spend a weekend with your part
ner congregation and worship on this special
Oszi halaadasSunday—the traditionalransyt
vanian UnitariarThanksgivingThe tour also
includes two nights at mountain resorts high in
the Carpathians, architecture as varied as Peles
Castle (home of the former King of Romania),
the sprawling Black Church in Brasso, and the
Saxon fortress church at Biertan (a UNESCO
World Heritage site)You will also participate in
discussions with and local ministers about life
under Communism and with local experts about

20

will also visit the castle atadjahunyad).

2 days/nights $210 base price (Melite Guest House &
UCSP) or $310 upgraded accommodations (Hotel
\ictoria & Sarmis Hotel). Package includes accom
modations, transpaation, most meals + guides &
interpreters, and enyrto poogrammed venues.

Wooden Churc hes & Painted
Monasteries

August 25-30 and
September 6-1 1, 2009

and architecture of Maramures visiting the tallest
wooden churches of the Mavalley, the

wooden monastery at Birsana (a UNESCO
World Heritage Site), and the renowned “Merry
Cemetery”. In Bucovina you will tour four of the
most famous painted monasteriesrpnet,

Humor, Moldovita & Suceavita— all UNESCO
World Heritage Sites) with knowledgeable local

guides.
This 6-day/5-night tour begins and ends in
Kolozsvar/Cluj; $950/person double occupancy

Tours will be conducted by the UUPCC Pilgrim
age Service. For more information including
detailed daily itinerary and registration materials
please visitvwww.uupcc.og/trips.htmlor
www.icuu.net

(Continued on page 21)

Erdély Map: This map ofTransylvania,
published in Budapest by Dimap, is somewhat
more detailed (1:400,000) than the one printed
by Cartographia (1:500,000). In addition, it-fea
tures street maps of 12 cities and towns in
TransylvaniaAll place names are shown in
Romanian and Hungarian, and some also in

Maramures and Bucovina. Hidden away in these German. $15, including postagél profits go

remote regions along the Romania/Ukraine bor

to the UUPCC.

der are some of the most spectacular scenery and

picturesque religious treasures to be found any
where.You will experience the unique culture

Spring 2009wwwuupcc.org

Send your check to: Enyetazar 18
Mountain Lauel Lane, Castleton,A/22716.
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Travel Services & Resources
(Continued from page 20)

Philippines 2009 F all Pilgrimage
October 16-26, 2009

During the fall of 2009, the UUPCC will spon
sor a group pilgrimage to experience the remark
able people and culture of the PhilippiriEsere
are over 2,500 Unitarian Universalists worship
ping in 28 diferent congregations in the Philip
pines todaymostly on the laye tropical island

of NegrosWe will have an opportunity to visit
several of these UU groups and learn how their
UU beliefs, courage and determination are guid

in post-World War | TransylvaniaThis

and Hungarian.

Alabaster Village: Our Years in Transylvania

In a timeless story of courage, Christine Order online at

Morgan recounts the years she and her hwsvw.uupcc.og/online

band, Hungarian Unitarian minister Feren®©R send a check —$25 per cog

Balazs, battled political oppression, sociak $5 shipping to:

upheaval, povertyand religious opposition UUPCC / PCBox 88 / Bedford,

MA 01730

amazing story is presented in both Englis€hurch bookstores—call the UUPCC dice for
quantity discounts (781-275-1710)

ing the lives they live in communities which are
mostly characterized by extreme poveRyeir
dreams and the determination of the UU Church ATt glass omaments to stained glass panels of
of the Philippines to realize them and grow as a flaming chalices. For gifts, recognition to

faith are truly inspirational. During this trip you ~ Members, ministers, volunteers. 70% of

Flaming Chalice Ar t Glass

revenue tdransylvania partner church.
www.flaming-chalice.comAl Wambach,
1-610-613-1390.

will be warmly welcomed and fefred a feast for
your mind and your heart.

The cost of the fall trip is $1400. This cost includes all
in-countly transpotation, accommodations, meals,
drivers, interpeters and entrance fees. It does not
include your airfae to Manila, gratuities, alcoholic
beverages, personal expenses, and afrpansfers
befoe/after specified trip dates.

ICUU PILGRIMAGE TO DEVA

AucusT 30—SEPTEMBER 1, 2009

Note: Please register for this trip through the ICUU Koloszvar Conference
registration page—www.icuu.net.

Sunday, August 30 —Gather in Cluj/ Kolozsvéar, Romania. Check-in with UUPCC staff at
Hotel Victoria or Unitarian Center. Free evening to relax or explore Kolozsvéar. Overnight
Unitarian Center (standard) or Hotel Victoria (upgrade)

Monday, August 31 —Depart Kolozsvar for Déva after breakfast. En route to Déva we will
stop at the “Church of the Edict" in Torda, and have lunch in Gyulaferhérvar after visiting the
1000 year-old church where the Unitarian King Sigismund and his mother Isabella are
entombed. We end the day with a visit to the new Unitarian church in Déva and a vesper
service in the citadel at Déva where Francis David was imprisoned and eventually mar-
tyred. Dinner will be a delicious sit-down meal hosted by the Reformed church of Déva.
Overnight Déva—Melite Guest House (standard) or Hotel Sarmis (upgrade). (BLD)

Tuesday, September 1 —Morning tour of the 13th century fairy-tale castle in nearby
Vadjahunyad. Afterward we depart for the return to Kolozsvar. En route we visit the
Alabaster Village of Mészkd to hear the story of Ferenc Balazs, lay a wreath on his grave,
and see the jewel-box church he designed and painted himself. Group lunch in the village
before continuing on to Kolozsvar. Dinner on your own. Overnight Kolozsvar; ICUU
conference hotel (BL)

2 nights/2 days land package provided by UUPCC Pilgrimage Service $210 standard or
$310 upgrade /person—double occupancy ($50 single supplement available with upgrade
option. Single rooms cannot be guaranteed at the Unitarian Center or the Melite House).
Land package includes 2 night's accommodations (Aug 30, 31), transportation from
Kolozsvar —Déva—Kolozsvar, 5 meals (as specified), guide(s), interpreter(s), and entry to
programmed attractions. NOT included are transportation costs to Kolozsvar, airport/rail
transfers, alcoholic beverages, gratuities, or personal expenses incurred.

International Council Meeting of
Unitarians and Universalist s
KoLOZSVAR, TRANSYLVANIA

SEPTEMBER 1-6, 2009

On-line registration for the ICUU Coun-
cil Meeting and the associated Interna-
tional Gathering is now active. Registra-
tion is at www.icuu.net, you will be
directed to the registration page.
(Registration is not deemed complete until
ICUU receives full payment for the event,
which can be done on-line. Beginning 1
August, there will be a late registration fee
of €50.)

A very full program of worship, meet-
ings, and working groups is planned
and everyone can participate in all
events (except for the formal business
meetings of Council). For the latest
information about the program go to
www.icuu.net/events/Kolosvar_
Schedule_2.pdf.

Council members will discuss options
for future programs; a new Executive
Secretary will be installed; a new Exec-
utive Committee will be elected; and
opportunities to meet, consult, and wor-
ship with U*Us from around the world
will abound. We hope that internation-
ally minded U*Us will take this opportu-
nity to enhance their experiences and
appreciations of our rich diversity by
attendance and participation.

See page 20 for tours for those who
are interested in learning more about
the region and our history. Other tour
information can be had at
www.htlvb.at/reg/tours.php.
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Download the Gift Form from our web site: www.uupcc.org/services.htm (or use the form below)

NOTE: Funds transmission is a benefit of UUPCC membership. A transferor of funds should make sure that her/his/its dues are up to date.
If your church is not a UUPCC member, dues will be deducted ($50 for churches under 100 members, $150 for churches over 100 members).

PARTNER CHURCH GIFT ORM FOR TRANSMISSION OF FUNDS

For TRANSFER OF FunDs THRouGH THE U U PARTNER CHURCH COUNCIL

Please enclose a form with each check for funds to be transferred. Please type or print clearly.

Note: Funds transmission is a benefit of membership in the U. U. Partner Church Council

Make check payable to: UU Partner Church Council

Mail to: UU Partner Church Council, PO Box 88, Bedford, MA 01730

Transferor is: o Church o Individual o Other Organization

Date

Name Phone (
Address City/State/Zip

Contact Person E-Mail

Transfer Is: Total US$ Amount

Check #

Recipient(s) is (are):

Name

0 Partner Church 0 Other Church 0 Individual(s) 0 Other Organization (Please check all that apply)

Church, City/Town, Country Name

Contact Person

Title

PURPOSES—DELIVERY INSTRUCTIONS—OTHER INSTRUCTIONS (please be explicit and concise):

Transfer Process: Hav to Send Money

INDIA

UUPCC is now processing transfers
for churches partnered with UUNEI
churches in the Khasi Hills in India.
We will process checks as they come
in, and will do the actual transfers
every 3 monthsThe schedule in 2008
will be the end of Januarpril, July
and October

THE PHILIPPINES

We do not have a regular schedule for
transfers yet, as there has not been
demand for this. If you wish to transfer
money to your partner in the Philip
pines, please contact thdioé first at
781-275-1710 to discuss.

TRANS/LVANIA

The transfers are done monthly from
the UUPCC dfce between the 26th
and 30th of each montfiransferred
funds are wired from Headquarters
directly into the local church bank
accountPlease make su that you
contact someone in youpartner
village/town to let them know that
the money is coming.

ALL TRANSFERS

Checks must arrive at thefioé at least
one week before the transfer date.
Please use the aboVensfer Form or
download one from the website at
www.uupcc.og/. Click onPrograms

& Services thenFund Transfer.

Then select the Fundansfer Form.
Please include this form along with the
check. Please send whole dollars
only—no cents. Make checks payable
in US dollars.

PLEASENOTE:This Tansfer Form is
for use by the office staff inggaring
the bank transfemhich is done elec
tronically. The paper copies of the
forms ae not sent to India orr@nsyt
vania. Theefore, please make suthat
you contact someone in your pear
village to let them know that the money
is coming. Tansfers take as long as
5—7 business days for the transfer to
arrive at chuch headquders thee.
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UU Partner ChurchCouncil

Board of Directors

Rev Harold Babcock, Chaifferm to 2010)
Newburyport MA 978-465-0602 x. 402 (w)
hebabcock@yahoo.com

Lawrence Coburryice-Chair(Term to 2009)
Weston MA02493 781-899-2415
coburnlh@aol.com

Beverly Moore, Secretarfferm to 2009)
Louisville, KY 502-473-114 (h)
beverlydm@aol.com

Geoge DavenporfJreasure(Term to 201)
Tulsa OK 918-592-2805 (h)
gldavenport@belport.net

Barbara Kres Beadfferm to 2009)
Falls ChurchvVA 703-270-4075 (w)
bbeach@managementconcepts.com

Rev Richard Bea(Term to 2010)
Norway ME 207-744-9031
richrdbeal@yahoo.com

Linda Lu BurciaggTerm to 2010)
Newburyport, MA 978-255-2049 (h)
Ildaffodil@comcast.net

Rev Ruth Gibsor(Term to 2009)
Chapel Hill NC 919-942-6602
mregibson@yahoo.com

Cathy Perrny(Term to 201)
Bellevue WA 425-643-5139 (h)
perry_cathy@hotmail.com

deForest RalpfiTerm to 2010)
Houston,TX 713-723-8566 (h)
texasralphs@aol.com

RichardVan DuizendTerm to 201)
Falls ChurchyA 703-536-3476 (h)
rvanduizend@ncsc.dni.us

Rev Roger Bertschausémerm to 201)
Appleton,WI (920) 731-0849
fvuufmin@newr.com

BarbaraWeber Past Board Member
Wayne A 610-688-5164 (h)
barbara.weber@comcast.net

Honorary President

Judit Gellérd
Sun CityWest,AZ 623-444-2365
zizi315@yahoo.com

Staff

Cathy CordesExecutive Diector
PO. Box 88 « Bedford, MA1730
781-275-1710 fax: 781-275-7008

Please contacAnn Gay to join the ranks of networkers!
To find the UUPCC networker assigned to your church, geate.uupcc.og/networkers.html

ccordes@uupcc.gr

Margot FleischmanQffice Manager
781-275-1710
office@uupcc.a

Nancy DaughertyNewsletter Editor
781- 275-1892 fax: 781-271-9254
nancydaugh@aol.com

John DalejTravel Coodinator
jdaleuupcc@yahoo.com

Carol BurrowsBookkeeper
office@uupcc.a

Richard Ford and Eileen HiggirSpmmunity
Developmenfdvisors
richardford50@hotmail.com

SharonvanDuizenCommunity Capacity Building
Committee Chair
van1000@rcn.com

Michael Looft,MicrofinanceAdvisor
mlooft@yahoo.com

Ann Gary Coordinator of Networkers
Ak.gary@verizon.net or 508-529-6107

Pat Rodgerdylembership Database, Matchirand
PCC-Chat
pat.rodgers@sbcglobal.net

Lisa Gillispie,Website
lisagillispie@earthlink.net

UU Partner Church Coundiision &Mission Statement

Vision: The vision of the UU Partner Church Council We will:

is that partner relationships between Neaktherican

congregations and churches around the globe will be world:;
forged and sustained wherever they are desired—and that

these relationships will be of high qualifymly based,
mutually beneficial, responsibly sustained, and linked by

a joint and mutual covenai/e envision a commitment « CREATE transformational opportunities for pilgrimage
to international engagement as a moral and spiritual

principle that is integral to Unitarian Universalist

congregational life.

* CHALLENGE ourselves theologically and open-our

» BE a bridge that connects congregations around the

« REACH across boundaries to collaborate with old and
new partners;

and hospitalityfor learning and for service;

selves to changed values and behaviors;

Mission: The mission of the Unitarian Universalist « INITIATE partnerships that promote global friendships,

Partner Church Council is to foster and support partner  international awareness, human rights, and a better
relationships between Nortkmerican congregations and world; and

congregationsschools, and agencies in all other countries _ . _ L
where partnering is sought and welcom&dpresent, * SUSTAIN this _gIobaI vision, enlagl'ng and renewing it
active partnerships exist between Noktherican UU as new occasions teach new duties.
congregations and the Czech Republic, Hundadia,

the Philippines, Poland, and Romania. ADOPTEDAT THE
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE UUPCC

JUNE 24, 2006.
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Invitation toMembership

If you or a friend wish toateive this newsletter # times a year and to suppand paticipate in
Unitarian Universalist Patner Chuch Council pograms and goals, please fill out this form to join us.

DATE.: —ONE YEAR MEMBERSHIPS— ~ New Membership *~ Renewal

O $30* Individual Membership T $50* Family** Membership O $ Individual or Family Membership pLus gift
for UUPCC program support

O $50 Congregational*** (under 100 members) [ $150 Congregational** (over 100 members)

Name: Telephone

Address

City/State/Province Zip/Postal Code

E-Malil

0 Please add my email address to the PCC-Chat list so | can keep up to date on the latest UUPCC news! ****

UUA Church Name City %U/LDING
LoBay

*  Canadian members please send $28 for an individual membership or $47 for a family membership COMMUNITY

in U.S. funds by check or USD money order to the UUPCC address below. PA ONE

* A family membership consists of two adults residing at the same address (receiving one newsletter). ARTNERSHI P

** A *“congregational subscription” provides you with up to four newsletters mailed to the church. TA TII\/[E_,

*+% Your contact information will be used solely by the UUPCC and will not be shared with other organizations.

Make your tax-deductible check payable to Mail your invitation and check to:

UU Partner Church Council UU Partner Church Council / P.O. Box 88 / Bedford, MA 01730-0088

NON PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Bedford M&1730
Permit No. 10

Partner ChurcNews
PUBLISHED 3 TIMES A YEAR

PO. Box 88
Bedford, M&1730-0088 USA

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED



