








UU Partner Church Council

“The goal of world community with peace,
liberty and justice for all”

The UU Partner Church Council supports action on the
Sixth Principle by helping to build international partnerships
between individuals, small groups and congregations.

Annual Luncheon, Award Presentation and Meeting
Saturday, June 28, 2008 ¥ noonfi1:30 pm ¥ Hyatt Pier 666Crystal Ballroom | & Il

2008 Louis C. Cornish Living the Mission

award to be given to Rev. Dr. Spencer Lavan

during the Annual Meeting lunch.

Please ORDER your lunch tickets online ahead of time:
http://online.uupcc.org

VISIT OUR BOOTH—#236

Our Partners in Faith— in the Exhibit Hall to see our
A Global Worship Service exciting new opportunities for
P ¢ individuals

Friday, June 27 T 1:30f2:45 pm
Convention Center6Grand Floridian A

small groups

e congregations, and
The UUPCC invites you to celebrate traditions of Unitarian travel
and Universalist worship with Rev. John Gibbons, Rev. Béla
Jakabhazi, and Rev. Harold Babcock, with Elizabeth Norton
providing music. GA attendees from other countries will join
us as we weave worship through music and words from our
partners in faith around the world.

Transforming Communities—
How YOU Can Be Involved

Saturday, June 28 T 5:00f6:15 pP™m
Oregon Convention Center6Room F152

Speakers: Eileen Higgins, Sharon Van Duizand,
Rev. Harold Babcock, and Cathy Cordes

Learn how simple democratic tools for community organizing
are leading to dramatic improvements in community life in
Transylvania, India, Belize and the Philippines—actual case
studies will be presented—and learn how Unitarian Universalist
individuals, social action committees, and congregations can
get involved in supporting these exciting ventures.

For more information on our programs
and to learn how you can participate in building relationships

with Unitarians and Universalists around the world—visit our booth in the Exhibit Hall and
visit us online at www.uupcc.org.
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NOMINATIONS

UUPCC Board and Nominating Committee

The election of Board and Nominating
Committee will take place at the
UUPCC Annual Meeting at General
Assembly on Saturday June 28, 2008 at
12:45 p.m. Voting members will
receive official notification of this via a
mailing later this spring.

NOMINEES to the Unitarian
Universalist Partner Church Council
Board of Directors 2008
Each year at this time, we present the
recommended nominees to the UUPCC
Board of Directors. We are pleased to
announce that three nominees are
returning for another term. We mark
with gratitude the service of Barbara
Weber, who will be leaving the Board
after five years of exceptional leader-
ship. We will miss her! Rev Abhi
Janimanchi has served for three years
as a member of the Nominating Com-
mittee and will not be returning. We
appreciate his service to UUPCC and
look forward to our continuing connec-
tions with both Barbara and Abhi.

Here is what the Bylaws read
about terms on the Board:
Selection and Terms of Office. The
elected members of the Board of Direc-
tors shall be selected for three (3)-year
terms. Four (4) members shall be
elected each year at the Annual Meet-
ing of the UUPCC. In case of a
vacancy on the Board of Directors, the
remaining members of the Board of
Directors may appoint a replacement
to fill the unexpired term. A person may
serve a maximum of two (2) consecu-
tive terms, except that a person
appointed to fill a vacancy may serve
no more than eight (8) consecutive
years. Terms shall begin at the conclu-
sion of the Annual Meeting.

FOR THREE-YEAR TERMS TO 2011
(Four positions available):

George Davenport, Tulsa OK

George Davenport has been a UUPCC
Board member for the past three years,
and for the past year has served as its
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Treasurer. A geologist, George resides
in Tulsa, where he is a member of the
All Souls Unitarian Church. He has
visited his partner church in Enlaka,
Romania twice, including once with 45
members of the All Soul’s Youth Choir.

Rev. Patt Herdklotz, Ashland, OR
Patt Herdklotz has been involved with
the Partner Church movement since its
inception. She participated in the first
meetings that established the council in
1993, and supported some of the first
programs to assist colleagues, congre-
gations and the seminary in Transylva-
nia. She served as a district networker
for Prairie Star District, and her church
hosted the West Conference for the
Partner Church Council.

Patt earned her bachelor’s degree
in anthropology from University of
California, Berkeley, her M.Div. at
Starr King School for the Ministry, and
was ordained by her first congregation
in 1983.

Patt was appointed to fill a
vacancy on the UUPCC Board of
Directors in 2007. She has been
enriched by the partner church experi-
ence and looks forward to supporting
this important movement through con-
tinued service on the Board.

Richard Van Duizend, Falls Church,
VA

Richard Van Duizend is a Court Man-
agement Consultant and has pursued
his work throughout the United States
and its territories, and internationally in
countries such as Bangladesh, Canada,
Egypt, Eritrea, and Nigeria.

Richard has been s a member of
the Fairfax Partner Church Circle for
several years, and has visited both its
Transylvanian partner, Szentgerice, and
its partner in the Khasi Hills — Puriang.
He participated in the recent Commu-
nity Capacity Building workshop in
Puriang and has traveled to the Philip-
pines to meet with congregations and
the leadership of the UU Church of the
Philippines.
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Richard has served on the UUPCC
Board of Directors for the past three
years.

Rev. Roger Bertschausen, Appleton,
WI

Roger Bertschausen is the Senior Min-
ister of the Fox Valley Unitarian Uni-
versalist Fellowship in Appleton, W1, a
congregation he has served since 1990.
He is a graduate of Bowdoin College
and the University of Chicago Divinity
School.

Roger’s congregation has been the
partner church of the Unitarian church
in Déva, Transylvania, since 1999.
Roger visited Déva in 2000 and looks
forward to another visit this fall.

NOMINEE to the Unitarian
Universalist Partner Church Council
Nominating Committee 2008

The Nominating Committee is respon-
sible for submitting names of nominees
to the UUPCC Board of Directors and
to the Nominating Committee.

Here is what the Bylaws read about
terms on the Nominating Committee:
5.1 Size and Selection. The UUPCC
shall have a three (3)-person Nominat-
ing Committee elected by the members
of the UUPCC. The Chair of the Nomi-
nating Committee shall be elected by
the members of the Committee.

5.2 Term of Office. The members of the
Nominating Committee shall serve one
(1) staggered three (3)-year term.

FOR A THREE-YEAR TERM TO
2011 (One position open):

Rev. Barbara Pescan, Evanston, IL
Rev. Barbara Pescan is in her thirteenth
year as the Senior Minister at the Uni-
tarian Church of Evanston, Illinois. She
served on the PCC Executive Board
from 2002 to 2005. The Evanston con-
gregation has been partnered for 11
years with the congregation in
Medgyes, Transylvania, Romania.
Barbara writes, “As a thorough-
bred Romanian (all four grandparents)
it was such a privilege to be able to go
(Continued on page 11)
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General Assembly Programs
(Continued from page 8)

a lifelong activist for international work
with Unitarians and Unitarian Univer-
salists. His wife Susan will be accept-
ing the award for Spencer who is
unable to travel to GA this year.

In addition to the slide show, lunch
and award, there will be a brief meet-
ing for the purpose of electing board
members (see nominations elsewhere).
If you are a member in good standing,
you will receive an Annual Meeting
packet in the mail in early June. If you
wish to come to the Annual Meeting
but not to the lunch, please plan on
arriving by 12:45 pMm. ee

Nominations

(Continued from page 10)

to Transylvania twice, in 1998, when I
went along with a Project Harvest
Hope as a pilgrim to both our partner
church and to my maternal grandpar-
ents’ villages outside Oradea; and in
2003, when I visited Medgyes again,
with gracious welcomes also in
Kolozsvar and Budapest. I look for-
ward to going again in the future!”

PROCEDURE FOR SUBMITTING
ADDITIONAL NOMINATIONS:
From the UUPCC Bylaws

5.4 Nominations by Petition. A
UUPCC member who is not included
in the list presented by the Nominating
Committee may be nominated for the
Board of Directors or the Nominating
Committee by a petition signed by ten
(10) or more voting UUPCC members
and delivered to the Chair of the Board
of Directors not less than forty-five
(45) days prior to the Annual Meeting
along with a statement by the candi-
date of his/her willingness to accept
the nomination. ee

Partner Church News

Community Capacity Building Goes to India

BY SHARON VAN DUIZEND

In March, 2008 another chapter in the
ongoing book on Community
Capacity Building as an Effective Tool
for Partnering began to write itself in
the village of Puriang, tucked in the
high folds of Meghalaya in Northeast
India. From the 2003 UUPCC pilot test
in the Philippines to this most recent
introduction, this process has changed
the lives, perspectives, and capabilities
of hundreds of people. The potential
for that initiative to once again begin
its transformative magic was no excep-
tion in the Khasi Hills.

The first night of the program
more than 200 people warmed to the
safe space in which they could enthusi-
astically speak to the rhythm of their
daily lives. Eileen Higgins, lead facili-
tator from the US, met each challenge
with a constant smile, setting the tone
and comfort level for all involved. She
was aided by two staff people from a
group who have been working within
this same format called Participatory
Rural Analysis, already embraced by
the Indian government two years ago.
They were excellent and of course con-
ducted the training in the local Khasi
language.

Also present was the minister for
Puriang, Helpme Mohrmen, a much
respected figure for many years in the
village, affectionately called “Babu”.

Problem analysis

He was invaluable the entire three
evenings at keeping a light touch to the
constant and sometimes difficult ques-
tions, facilitating that initial evening
which was one of three break-out ses-
sions containing 80 or more crammed
into a small classroom at the Unitarian
school next to the church. A single
lightbulb illuminated the low wooden
benches and animated faces in a steady
stream of comments or occasional
bursts of laughter.

The two subsequent evenings were
also well attended. They are designed
to highlight some areas of concern, pri-
oritize them , then manifest an action
plan both to observe how things had
been done and what new ways people

(Continued on page 17)
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VIRTUAL CONFERENCE CALLS

Education in Romania

On January 12, 2008 Rev. Solymosi Zsolt pre-
sented information on “The Romanian Educa-
tion System and Religious Education in Transyl-
vanian Schools.” Rev. Solymosi is a previous
Baldzs Scholar at the Starr King School for the
Ministry, founder and host of the Transylvanian
Unitarian Radio station and currently teaches at
Janos Zsigmond Unitdrius Kollégium High
School in Kolozsvdr. Callers from nine different
states, including a group of 25 participants from
the Greater Washington Area PCC, took part in
this informative call. There were lots of great
questions and in-depth conversation about vari-
ous aspects of education.

Zsolt started with the history of the
state or government public schools and
the church schools which had coexisted
in Romania for many years. In 1948 all
church affiliated schools were shut
down and their facilities taken over by
the state educational system. This ban
on religious-sponsored education lasted
until the end of communism in 1989.
Zsolt pointed out that the entire
Romanian education system is still in
transition.

There are two Unitarian High
Schools in Romania. Both schools

The traditional school opening ceremony in
September, with Rev. Zsolt Solymosi. Each new-
comer to the school gets a flower crown.
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share their buildings with state-run
high schools. The school in Kolozsvér
was reopened in 1993. They celebrated
their 10th anniversary in 2003 with the
naming of their school as the Jdnos
Zsigmond Unitarius Kollégium.

The school in Székelykeresztir
was re-named Berde Mdzes Unitérius
Gimnézium in 2007 after a famous
Unitarian lay leader. The state school
that uses the Keresztir building will be
moving out soon into their own build-
ing. The Unitarian school is expanding
to include elementary and middle
grades so that by the 2013-2014 aca-
demic year it will include all grades
from 1-12 for the first time in 66
years!

When the Kolozsvér dormitory
project was finished in 2001 there were
34 boarding students, now the dorm
holds 100 students and there are over
400 students at the school. They do not
even fit into the chapel for their annual
Christmas program.

The original Jdnos Zsigmond
Unitarius Kollégium was a state-of-
the-art facility when it was built in
1901 with all the latest resources
including a swimming pool! After two
world wars and the takeover by the
communists, the building was in terri-
ble shape, as nothing was done but
minimal upkeep. Now work is being
done to finish a new cafeteria. This
would provide meals for high school
and college students as well as facili-
tate service projects to serve meals to
elderly in the area. Work has not been
completed due to the need for addi-
tional funds (approx $100,000)—espe-
cially for appliances and kitchen sup-
plies. Money is being raised for this
project. Rev. David Gyer0 can provide
more details on this.

Zsolt reported that many very
small rural elementary schools are very
poor and academically challenged. It is
difficult for these children to be admit-
ted to the Unitarian high schools.
Many rural teachers in small villages
are not sufficiently trained, motivated
and/or supported to provide quality
educations to their students. As he trav-
els across the country recruiting stu-
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dents he sometimes finds parents who
are not interested in education because
they want to keep their children on the
farm to work. Zsolt feels “our only
weapon is a good education,” so he is
working hard to increase interest in
continuing education for all children.
Some other primary schools have very
good teachers and many of their stu-
dents easily go on for further educa-
tion. When questioned about sharing
resources between churches and
schools, Zsolt explained that some
churches felt protective of resources
such as donated text books and may
only make them available through the
church and not give them to the
schools. There is lingering fear that
schools will be taken away again, so
the ownership of donated resources
(e.g., books, equipment) are often kept
by the churches.

Other public high schools in
Romania may have Hungarian sec-
tions depending on the number of
Hungarian students enrolled. Lan-
guages taught are decided by the num-
ber of students in the school. There are
about 115 high schools in the country
which have one or more Hungarian
sections and about 65 of these are
totally Hungarian. Zsolt went to a
school that had many Hungarian chil-
dren and Hungarian was taught. Now
that same school has no Hungarians
and no Hungarian classes.

Romanian education, whether pub-
lic or church-related, is typically very
structured and has many requirements.
There are some changes: a few alterna-
tive schools based on the Waldorf or
Montessori methods have started.
Some cities have specialized sports and
music schools also.

Many students who learn in Hun-
garian have difficulty passing the
Romanian language requirements, as
these are based on the skills of the
native speaker. There are different
opinions about learning the Romanian
language and some parents and chil-
dren in predominately Hungarian
areas don’t see a need to learn it and
have a strong bias against it. This

(Continued on page14
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Three Commitments from the UUA’s
International Resources Office

BY REV. ERIC M. CHERRY, DIRECTOR

Unitan'an Universalists involved in
the partner church movement
know very well—within their hearts as
much as with their minds—that our
shared faith calls us all to effective
international engagement. Through
partner church involvement Unitarian
Universalists bring to life the tremen-
dous blessings that arise from global
connections. Indeed, the most fortu-
nate within the partner church move-
ment have known real transforma-
tion—individually, communally, and
congregationally. What a gift this is for
all involved!

The Unitarian Universalist Associ-
ation is committed to helping to spread
these blessings through promoting
effective international engagement and
offering resources to individuals and
congregations for their international
work in all forms. Three new resources
for congregational use will be intro-
duced at General Assembly ‘08 for
that purpose:

“Faith Without Borders” invites
congregations to envision holistic and
integrated international engagement,
offers consultation along the way, and

celebrates congregational international
accomplishments “Faithful Interna-
tional Engagement: How UU congre-
gations meet the World” is a workshop
adaptable to a variety of settings. The
four key pieces of the workshop are a
multimedia summary of the history of
our international engagement, a
process for reflecting theologically on
international engagement, an examina-
tion of best practices/models of inter-
national engagement, and a strategic
planning process.

“Inspired Faith, Effective Action:
International Edition” is an extended
planning workshop most useful for those
that have already developed and inte-
grated a vision of international engage-
ment into their congregational life.

For more information about these
new programs, please contact the
UUA’s international resources office or
visit us on the web at www.uua.org/
international. On our website you’ll
find other tools, reports and links that
your congregation can make use of.
And, consider subscribing to our
bimonthly e-newsletter (iNews) for the
latest updates.

In addition to providing resources
to congregations, the UUA is also com-

Rev. Eric Cherry, Rev. William Sinkford, Cathy Cordes, and Rev. Harold Babcock at UUA Headquarters,

where the Memorandum of Understanding was signed.

Partner Church News
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mitted to being a good and faithful
institutional partner with Unitarians
and Unitarian Universalists from
around the world. The recently estab-
lished UUA President’s International
Advisory Council (including Barbara
Beach; Rev. John Buehrens, Chair;
Rev. Eric Cherry; Rev. Janne Eller-
Isaacs; Rev. Abhi Janamanchi; Mark
McPeek; Rev. Fred Muir; Rev. Meg
Riley; and Kathy Sreedhar) provides
feedback and advice to the UUA
administration for developing and
maintaining international relationships
that are based on mutuality, trust, and
respect. In a similar way, UUA Ambas-
sadors to the Unitarian Church of Tran-
sylvania (Rev. John Gibbons), the Uni-
tarian Union of North East India (Rev.
Abhi Janamanchi) and the UU Church
of the Philippines (Rev. Fred Muir) are
directly involved with fostering good
communication, spiritual communion,
cooperative involvement and the devel-
opment of interdependency in institu-
tional international relationships.
Already these initiatives are bearing
good fruit for the benefit of worldwide
U/Uism in both historic relationships
and in newly developing ones.

A third general area of UUA com-
mitment is to serve a useful and col-
laborative role with the various UU
and interfaith organizations that help
Unitarian Universalists be internation-
ally engaged. The “alphabet soup” of
international UU organizations—
including the UUPCC but also ICUU,
IAREF, the UU-UNO, and perhaps a
dozen others—are a hardy, experi-
enced, and generally independent
group. Yet, many of these organiza-
tions, and certainly concerned Unitar-
ian Universalists around the country,
have specifically asked for greater
cooperation between these organiza-
tions, for clarification of the roles that
each take on, and the development of
trust and reliability between them. As
one tool for meeting these identified
needs, the UUA has begun to pursue
the creation of Memoranda of Under-
standing with some of these organiza-
tions. The first MoU—between the

(Continued on page 15)
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Virtual Conference Call Notes
(Continued from page 12)

becomes a huge challenge if they want
to go to a University or desire an
occupation which requires Romanian,
like law. Some primary school princi-
pals understand the value of learning
Romanian and work to incorporate it
for their students. An example was
given of a proposed exchange pro-
gram to facilitate greater opportunities
to learn Romanian—with limited suc-
cess. Zsolt takes both Romanian and
Hungarian youth on his bike trips.
Here they are forced to learn each
other’s language. Recently the
Romanian President visited some
Hungarian-speaking areas and heard
the students’ struggles. He proposed
using modified Romanian text books
for Hungarian students learning
Romanian as a second language.

It was agreed that Hungarian stu-
dents who could speak Romanian
would be very valuable and increase
cooperation between the two ethnic
groups. Zsolt went on to express his
desire to have Unitarian literature and
services in Romanian so others could
be exposed to our religion and values.
On occasions when he does a funeral
service mostly in Romanian, he finds
that many Romanians come to talk
with him afterwards because they are
curious about our beliefs.

Church and government are not
separated and religious education is
taught in the public schools. Not all
schools have Unitarian religious edu-
cation, as it is not possible if there are
only a few Unitarian students at the
school. There are about 12 Unitarian
RE teachers paid by the government
to teach children in the cities. This is a
very small system compared to the
Catholic and Calvinist Hungarian
churches. It is difficult for RE teachers
to share resources and communicate
with each other.

The call was concluded before we
could explore some of the challenges
facing Unitarian youth in Transylvania.
Zsolt plans to follow up on this topic
on an upcoming program on TUR,
Transylvanian Unitarian Radio. Pod-
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casts of previous shows are available at
[ www.unitarianradio.ro/site/letoltes.php|
NOTES TAKEN BY BARBARA WEBER

Economic Impact of EU
Accession

The Communications Committee welcomed Rev.
Naomi King, minister of the River of Grass UU
Congregation in Plantation, FL, as our guest
“speaker” on February 18, 2008. This was the
largest conference call sponsored by Partner
Church with 24 participants from 12 states and
the District of Columbia. What continues to
amaze us is that each caller is able to join the
conversation, waiting turns to speak or ask a
question. What follows are just a few highlights
of what was, in fact, a most stimulating and
informative exchange on “The Economic
Impact of EU Accession on the Unitarian Vil-
lages in Transylvania.” At the conclusion of this
report, please notice the websites to which Rev.
King directed us for even deeper understanding
and knowledge.

Money, always a hot topic in any dis-
cussion, certainly was such during this
call. The current inflation rate in
Romania is 7.26% annually. Thirty one
point five (31.5) billion Euros have
been dedicated to Romania for the first
7 years with 100 million Euros from
the JEREMIE Regional Funding proj-
ect (www.eif.org/jeremie) soon to open
in Bucharest, supporting micro, small,
and medium businesses to be adminis-
tered through credit unions and co-ops.
Given that many of our partners are in
more rural areas and, given the lack of
knowledge of how to use these eco-
nomic instruments, we have work to do
to equip our partners with access to the
JEREMIE Regional Funding programs.

During the reign of Ceaugescu,
community action and working collab-
oratively (as is common in the US) was
destroyed and discredited. Thus,
“building the society is really about
rebuilding the capacity of people to
trust each other, to work together to
make their own decisions and to be
agents for their own livelihood.” (Will
Saunders)

Given that Magyars have not had
access to EU funds the way Romanians
have (Romanians have historically
deprived Magyars of access), there is
an attempt to level the playing field
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through efforts such as Project Harvest
Hope’s work supporting Civitas Local
Development Agents (LDAs). Rev.
King also noted that rural citizens
know they are impacted by the EU reg-
ulations, but most (referencing a recent
poll) think they can’t get funds to help
with the adjustment. Ninety percent of
rural inhabitants, regardless of ethnic
group, have no internet access, which
is the only way you can access any-
thing from the EU. (Only .5% have
received EU funds, including a Project
Harvest Hope pro Homordd project.)

There was some concern expressed
about the fact that people from other
countries are buying up land dirt cheap
in Transylvania for investment pur-
poses. Austrians, in particular, are
investing, with 62% of controlling
interest in Romania’s largest bank hav-
ing been purchased 2 years ago. Arab
states and corporations are also heavily
investing, putting in 1.75 billion dollars
into two developments, one by the
Black Sea and one in the mountains in
the northwest of Transylvania. There is
enormous growth in construction—
39% annually right now, which is the
highest in the EU. Unfortunately, this
development is not being planned, so
only the future will say if this is good,
bad, or indifferent. In addition to
investment properties, tourism is now a
major focus for the country. The Min-
istry of Tourism theme has recently
been announced as “Exquisite Euro-
pean Destinations.” The major stum-
bling block to this tourism effort,
though, is the lack of adequate trans-
portation routes—although the new air-
port in Cluj and the Transylvanian
Highway are steps toward answering
this need.

Another topic highlighted was
micro credit. Rev. King referenced the
number of congregations working on
microcredit, especially in relationship
to Rev. Dorothy May Emerson’s min-
istry. We inquired as to what the Part-
ner Church Council was doing in this
area, and Rodger Mattlage of the PCC
Communications Committee responded
that Cathy Cordes’ new assistant,

(Continued on page15
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Three Commitments; MOU

(Continued from page 13)

UUPCC and the UUA — was signed
last month, and we hope it and other
MoUs—along with other methods—
will have a significant impact on
demystifying the international “arena”
for Unitarian Universalists and con-
tribute to effective collaboration

Suggestions for improving the
role of the UUA in each of these three
general areas—or any other—are
sought and appreciated. Please be in
touch with the UUA’s International
Resources Office to share your con-
cerns and your successes, as well as
your needs. We’ll do our best to
respond accordingly.

And, of course, please continue to
inspire all Unitarian Universalists
through your incredibly important
international partnership work. You
certainly inspire me. e®

The UUA and the UUPCC signed a memo of understanding (MoU) recently in President
Bill Sinkford’s office. This MoU outlines the roles and responsibilities that both the UUA
and UUPCC will carry out toward implementing the International Vision of the UUA Board
of Trustees. This is not a new direction but is a more formal documentation of the close
relationship UUPCC has had with the UUA over the years, and continues the support for
this relationship-based international involvement by congregations. You can read a copy

of the MoU on the UUPCC website:|www.uupcc.org/docs/memo_uua.doc.|

Virtual Conference Call Notes
(Continued from page 14)

Michael Looft has a specialty in micro-
credit. [Michael was our guest speaker
on a conference call on April 15th.]
Rev. King suggested that Michael Looft
be asked about the relationship between
microcredit and energy access because
of the rising cost of energy and the lack
of infrastructure in Transylvania.

Please know that this is just the briefest summary
of what was 70 minutes of stimulating conversa-
tion. You may wish to listen to the full recording
of this call by using PCC'’s new play-back system
described elsewhere in this newsletter. We look

forward to you joining us on future conference
calls, listed in this newsletter on p. 2.

NOTES TAKEN BY LINDA LU BURCIAGA
(with invaluable assistance by PAT RODGERS)
PCC CoMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE CO-CHAIR

Referenced Websites
* Project Harvest Hope

[ www.harvesthope.uua.org |
* EU Development Grants
http://ec.europa.eu/grants/index.htm |
http://europa.eu/pol/agr/index_en.htm |
* Civitas Foundation

[ www.civitas.ro/?lang=en |
* Rev. Naomi King

[revnaomi @bellsouth.net| o®

Partner Church News

CONFERENCE CALL ETIQUETTE

Virtual conferencing is an amazing way to connect with others around particular
topics! Since this is a fairly new technology, continuously evolving—it is worth
learning:

« Always introduce yourself when speaking for the first time

It is important to introduce yourself when first speaking as other participants
may not recognize your voice.

« Avoid putting your phone on HOLD
Putting your local phone on hold could introduce music into the conference, so
when considering the hold function please use *6 instead.

« Sound Quality Issues

Our bridging equipment allows you to speak simultaneously with another caller
without any loss of sound quality. This means, however, that any static or
disruptive noise that can be picked up through your phone line will affect the
conference, so you must ensure that you are speaking in a quiet environment.

Go to the UUPCC website

[ www.uupcc.org/conferences.htm |
for more complete details about conference call etiquette, schedule of up-
coming calls, how to listen in to previously-recorded calls—and much more.
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The Visa Challenge—Your Help Is Needed

BY LARRY COBURN, PCC VICE CHAIR

One of the great delights of any U*U
partner church relationship is when a
partner minister, lay leader, member of
the congregation or some combination
thereof comes to visit their North
American partner congregation. While
such visits necessarily involve consid-
erable work both before they begin and
while they are going on, probably no
part of what should be a totally joyous
occasion is more nerve-racking than
the process of obtaining visas for these
brothers and sisters in faith. Many of us
have gone through the laborious steps
of sending carefully worded invitations
and other documentation to our friends
abroad to use in their quest for authori-
zation to visit the US, and more often
than not, favorable action results. How-
ever, too many times, and one time is
too many, the outcome is disappointing
—a visa is denied.

US law, rules and consular training
are all stacked against the issuance of
visas. They all assume that anyone
seeking a visa wants to immigrate to
this country, legally or, more likely, ille-
gally. The applicant is basically chal-
lenged to provide overwhelming proof
that he or she will return to their home
country by the time their visa expires.

One argument that the Partner
Church Council believes can help in
what might otherwise be borderline
cases (in consular eyes) is the superb
record that visitors to the US under
PCC programs have of returning home.
We have recently been informed that
such a record could prove beneficial, if
it can be documented. This is where
you come in.

The Council is soliciting reports of
visits which have been “successfully”
completed. Accordingly, please send us

an e-mail atloffice @uupcc.org|and tell
us about your visitors who have abided
by the spirit in which their visas were
issued. The following data would be
helpful:

e Dates of visit

* Village, town, city, organization
represented (include country)

*  Number of visitors

» Composition of group: adults,
youth, children, minister, lay president,
etc.

* Any other data you think would be
useful

As a grass roots organization, the
Partner Church Council relies on its
members to help each other. Here is
another way in which we can mutually
support one another at virtually no cost
and with very little effort. Thanks for
pitching in. ee

UUPCC Annual Appeal Donors

David Ferenc Friend
($1,000 +)
Thomas F Dungan, Jr.

Norbert Capek Friend
($500 - $999)

Katherine Cave

Eileen Higgins

George & Edwynne Krumme

Rev. Barbara Pescan

Béla Bartok Friend
($100 - $499)
Gary & Crystal Reser

Ann Schauffler & Stanley
Griffith

Beverly Moore

Rev. Gretchen Thomas

Charles Chilton

George Davenport

Barbara Weber

Peggy Browning

Cynthia Davis

H. deForest Ralph, Jr.

Michael Fosburg

Richard Ford

Dana Booth

Andrew Janos

Sue Stukey

David Weber

Douglas Dick

Jay Hanks

Debra Locklear

David Mezger

Donald Smith

Carol Waser

Laura & Harry Nagel

Edward Adams

Eric Almquist

Rev. Timothy & Gretchen
Ashton

Arnold & Roxane Bleiweis

Joseph Brisben

Nancy Crow

Helen Deffenbacher

Rev. Brian Eslinger

Ann Gary

Rev. Morris Hudgins

Gretchen Jackson

Pat Kahn, DRE

Audrey Koch

Donald & Ruth Lamphiear

Louise Larson

Patricia B. Lee

Patricia Leiby

Ruth Little

Marjorie Loehlin

Beth McGregor

Vicky McLane

Beverly Montgomery

Fredric Muir

Mary Neumann

Ursula Poland

Jacqueline & Allen Pulsifer

Sarah Richards

Rev. Russ Savage

Lara Tushla

Del Tweedie

Ruth Vogler

Giana Wayman

Rev. Bets Wienecke

Margaret Young

UUPCC Friend

Cecil & Barbara Bohanon
Rev. Katie Lee Crane
Betty Garvais

Tom Hazzard

Shirley W. Ely

Jane Stallman

Ralph Grove

Steve Urse

Jennifer Brown

Anne Caudill

Cathy & Tim Conahan
Jean Crichton

Nancy & Rich Daugherty
Eleanor Dawson

Dr. Mary Donald

David & Linda Friedman
Pat Fuller

Carl & Carol Haag
Ernestine Helseth

Lisa Hettler-Smith

David Hubner

Karl Johnson

Rev. Roy Jones

Joseph Joy

Don Kerr

Janet King

Gabor Kiss

Michael Kohl

Emery Lazar

Cora Leukhart

John & Mia McLeod
Ron Moulton & Diane Martin
Carol Nestor

Rev. Martha Niebanck
Don & Judy Peters
Timothy Ransom
Roberta & Charles Reed
Rev. Peter Richardson
Emily Smith

Adriana & John Terebessy
Hazel Thomas

Susan Thomson

Art & Arliss Ungar

Bob Viscount
Dixie Welch
Donald Whiteley
Carol Ann Yeaple
Margaret Zehner
Audrey Parvin
Katherine Acenas
Grace Amborski
Raymond Angelo
Alice Arrington
Rev. Terrell Balof
Eniko Molnar Basa
Michael Berger
Connie Bloch
Janice Brunson
Joyce Bynum

Sue Camlin

Doug Campbell
Mr. Julian Caplan
Kelly Crocker
Wyley Eaton, M.D.
Dorothy Ellis
Margaret Geroch-Laker
Polly Gould
Donald Groll

Rev. Polly Guild
Fred Hatch

Rev. Patt Herdklotz
Rev. Phillip Hewett

Edith Holder

Rev. Olivia Holmes
Elizabeth Johnston
Marcy Kiefer

Jean Lovely

Jeanne Mielcarek
George Pasti

Dr. Jo Ann Reeves
Barbara Schmeding
Penny Siefker

Cathy Smith

Bill Suiter

Janet Downing Taylor
Christina Thomsen-Park
Agnes & Daniel Tyna
Mary & Robert Walker
Marsha White
Meredith & Marilyn Winn
Paige Wisotzki

Jim & Betty Bowie
Barbara Crowell

Rev. Clare Petersberger
Eva Diner

Beverly Smrha

Earl Kendall, MD

This is an addendum to the list published in the
winter edition of the newsletter and lists all those
who donated between January 1, 2008 and
March 31, 2008. We thank all who support the
UUPCC and our work together.
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PARTNER CHURCH NEWS IS
AVAILABLE
ELECTRONICALLY!

Some of you have asked to receive
your newsletter electronically.

We have set up a system to email a
PDF file to those who request it.

Just send your e-mail address to
office@uupcc.org and let us know that
you want to receive future editions this
way. Paper copies are easily printed
from the PDF.

A useful feature of the electronic
newsletter is that it has live web and
email links.

In order to read the PDF file we
send, you will need to download
Adobe’s Acrobat Reader. You can get
the reader for free at
www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/
readstep.html

It can also be accessed via the

websito W 0UpCG o]

CCB Goes to India
(Continued from page 11)
could create to change those patterns
into more effective outcomes in village
life. The areas of water, sanitation,
health, a paved road to the distant
fields, and training of how to inter-
relate more effectively among existing
village groups were among the top
priorities.

Three members of the Fairfax, VA
UU Congregation, partners to Puriang,

KEEP CURRENT WITH PCC-CHAT

Reading the Partner Church News three times a year is a good way to learn
about how the PCC is evolving and growing; and we all love to read the stories
about visits to partners in all corners of the world.

But so many other things happening in the Partner Church world move too fast for
a periodic publication. Here’s a sample from just the past 3 months:

* When you can tune into TUR (Transylvanian Unitarian Radio) English-language

broadcasts from Kolozsvar

+ Announcements of upcoming Virtual Conferences you can listen to live and ask

questions of experts in many fields

» People asking about and learning from others how to ship books or computers

overseas

* Information about the effect on Romania of joining the EU
» The increasing population of bears in Romania (a whopping 18 messages)

The traffic is low—some days no messages. If you fear too many emails, you can
subscribe to the digest form—one email a day.

And the price is free if you are already an individual PCC member or your church
is a current institutional member. It's easy to join - just send an email to
[pat.rodgers@sbcglobal.net.| You can view the archives or ask your own PCC-
related question. Someone reading the list will be able to answer based on their
prior experience. Or we'll all learn something new!

—Pat Rodgers

were present; also two members of the
Sterling VA UU Church who are con-
sidering a partnership with the nearby
small village of Kut. A seventh Ameri-
can, and ministerial student interning at
UUPCC part time, joined the ranks to
explore his passion for microfinance.
All did what they could to introduce
this novel concept of empowerment
and shared leadership to Puriang. The
prioritized needs and actions plans

developed at the sessions have been
shared with the Village Council and the
Fairfax church. The head man plus fif-
teen-member male council, tradition-
ally the vehicle for decision-making,
now has some extraordinary material
before it to consider. One of them who
attended all three sessions spoke affir-
matively by saying that it was unprece-
dented in the history of the village—
“like a dream”! e®

Analysis

Partner Church News

The community, creating charts.
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Reports,

Székelykeresztur Unitarian
Community House

BY RODGER MATTLAGE, FIRST PARISH IN
CONCORD, MA

SUMMARY: Many of our partner churches
in Transylvania have been converting
spaces into sleeping quarters to house visi-
tors and provide much-needed revenue.

The Unitarian church in Székely-
keresztiir, Transylvania is renovating a
large, multi-use building on the church
grounds. When finished, it will provide
spaces for its Women's Group, Youth
Group, Ministers’ offices, library/archives,
parish gatherings, six guest rooms (each
with a full bath) for up to 24 overnight
guests, and a full kitchen for events and
guests. Revenues received from overnight
guests and renting the facilities for func-
tions will provided much needed income
for the church. (Architect’s drawing at
right)

The Town: Székelykeresztir (Hungar-
ian), “Cristuru Secuiesc” (Romanian),
“Kreutz” (German) is a town located in
Harghita County, in the Transylvanian
area of Romania on the edge of the
area known as the Székelyfold (Tara
Secuilor/Szeklerland)—land of the
Székely people. On the road between
Segesvar (Sighisoara, Schissburg) and
Székelyudvarhely (Odorheiu Secuiesc/
Oderhellen), it is the center for the 25
villages and towns that make up the
Transylvanian Unitarian church’s
Székelykeresztur district. Locally, they
call it simply “Kereszttir”. The popula-
tion is approximately 13,000 and about
98% ethnic Hungarian/Székely.

18

News

& Travel

Stories

The Building: Confis-
cated by the Communist
Romanian Government in
the 1940s, the building has A
only recently been returned | /11
to the church. After more
than 50 years of mistreat- )
ment, neglect and abandon- | =[]

ment the building has had
to be totally gutted. The
current Romanian govern-
ment has designated it an
historic building, and the
renovation costs are sub-
stantial; over $360,000
(USD) of which a little
over $97,000 has been
raised to date. The church
is looking for additional
funding from the Transyl-
vanian Unitarian Church as
well as other organizations and individ-
uals in Romania, Hungary, the USA
and elsewhere.

The Work: In the summer of 2007 the
First Parish in Concord MA youth
group and the UUPCC youth pilgrims
worked to help get the building ready
for reconstruction, removing over three
feet of dirt and debris from the base-
ment, the accumulation of the last 50
years (see photo below, left).

Later in the fall, local workers
removed the rotting additions which
had been added over the years and

found they had to completely replace
the attic floor and the whole roof —
structure and tiles (see photos below).
Renovation work will start again
this spring and continue through the
summer and into the fall when its first
functions are planned.
For additional plans and photos, go to:
http://firstparish.org/
photos/gallery2/v/PCC-pics/
KereszturCommunityHouse/

For additional information please
contact the author at
[ rmattlage @yahoo.com | ee

Work in progress.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

UUPCC will have a booth at GA. Come visit us at Booth #236. We'll have a
place to sit, meet friends and greet our international visitors. Come share your
stories. If you can to volunteer some time in the booth talking to others about
partnership opportunities write to Lee Boeke Burke:|chicadeetree@earthlink.net.|
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OPPORTUNITIES IN JOWAI, INDIA
Teaching the World

BY LAUREN MCCURDY, WILKES-BARRE, PA

Have you ever thought about teach-
ing abroad? Did you know that
our Unitarian partner churches in India
are looking for volunteer teachers?

The Unitarian school of Jowai has
come a long way with the help of their
partner church, First Unitarian in Pitts-
burgh, PA, and the dedication of our
Unitarian friends in India. During my
last trip to the region I met with all the
classes (pre-K through 10) to offer
encouraging words, and with the
administrators to find out what more
that our partnerships can offer to fur-
ther develop the schools. Religious
schools are the only option for high
quality education in this region. Chil-
dren will travel for hours by foot
everyday from their villages to study at
the Unitarian school in Jowai. Some
parents spend just about all the money
they have just to pay the nominal fee
required for each student, which covers
the teacher’s salaries and upkeep of the
facilities. The Unitarian schools in this
region are proud to be offering one of
the most affordable educations in the
region (some schools are charging 3
times as much) and being very frugal
with their budget for the benefit of the
students. Unlike the village Unitarian
schools that cannot charge any fees due
to the poverty in the rural areas, this
city school is able to charge a small fee
and is self-sufficient.

Our partner-church schools are
looking for volunteer English teachers
in Jowai, Meghalaya, India. The Uni-
tarian school of Jowai is looking for
energetic Unitarians who are willing to
teach in their schools, following the
Indian national curriculum. Within
these guidelines, volunteer teachers
from the US will provide perspective
and diversity to the teaching staff. As a
teacher, you will help to increase the
value of a Unitarian education and help
to shape the life of both Unitarian and
non-Unitarian students in this unique
region.

Partner Church News

Khlur Mukhim and Janet Fernandez, chairperson of the River Road Partner Church Committee chat during

his recent visit to the United States..

Interview with Khlur Mukhim

BY MARION CONNELL, RIVER ROAD UU CONGREGATION, BETHESDA, MD

In January 2007, a new partnership was launched between River Road and the Unitarian
Church of Kyrdem, Meghalaya, India. Marion Connell, who conducted the following interview
for the Partner Church News, represented the River Road Partner Church Committee at that
time. Her trip to the Khasi Hills was followed one year later by a visit to River Road from Khlur
Mukhim, the liaison from Kyrdem and a Board Member of the UUNEIL He also had the opportu-
nity to travel to the Boston area on a travel grant from the UUPCC. Additional travel within the

U.S. was sponsored by other partners.

® During your six week visit to the
U.S. you have traveled many miles and
met many people. Could you share
with us some of the more meaningful
memories of your trip?

It surpassed all my expectations to
visit so many beautiful places, and
meet so many wonderful people within
so short a period. There were many

(Continued on page 20)

Volunteer teachers will be hosted
by one of our local Unitarian families
for the duration of their teaching com-
mitment. This is a wonderful way to
experience the unique culture of the
region and it gives you time to
exchange and make friends within the
Unitarian community.

If you are interested in volunteer-
ing one month or more, please contact
me at| Jaurecho @hotmail.com|subject:
teaching in India, or call (570)262-
1992 (Eastern Time zone). As a former

Spring 2008  www.uupcc.org

volunteer teacher in Nepal and a for-
mer travel agent with connections to
travel agencies in Kathmandu, Nepal
and Delhi, India, I can help you pre-
pare and plan for this opportunity. All
adults are welcome, and families can
be accommodated for short stays (one
to two months) while a family member
is teaching. This is a wonderful oppor-
tunity to travel and enrich the world
Unitarian community.

Khublei! oo
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Reports, News & Travel Stories
(Continued from page 19)

experiences that I cherish but let me
cite just two:

(1) Meeting Dwight Cramer, Janet
Fernandez, and their team at River
Road in person for the first time after
much email correspondence was like a
dream come true. Once I presented the
hand-woven chalice banner that the
Kyrdem church gave to the River Road
Congregation, I felt great relief because
it was more than just a piece of cloth. It
contains the good wishes, prayers and
love of more than a hundred souls from
half-way across the world. Then, the
way that meetings and services were
arranged during my first and last weeks
with River Road, I came full circle
which I very much appreciate. Besides
the exchange of visits that have greatly
enriched two lives and both congrega-
tions, our partnership assisted the
school in Kyrdem by helping provide
an additional classroom, school uni-
forms, some locally-made furniture,
books, and warm clothes as gifts to 60
children before the cold winter began. I
could not have imagined that so many
lives would be touched when our part-
nership is just one year old. This rela-
tionship is about sharing and mutuality.

(2) Nine friends from Ann Arbor
visited Meghalaya between 2001 and
2006 and left many fond memories in
the hills. Rev. Eva Cameron (now in
Cedar Falls, Iowa) founded the Spon-

sor-a-Student Program in 2002. The
seed of this program cost her $20 with
which the church at Mawkisyiem fixed
a leak in the roof of their overcrowded
school building. As her co-founder, I
get great satisfaction that such a hum-
ble beginning has grown so big in just
six years. The overcrowded school has
now more than doubled its classrooms.
It has good books and a larger play-
ground for children. A latrine was built
and dietary supplements provided. Best
of all, provincial exam results consis-
tently show our students at the top of
the list. So much has been done in an
area where the literacy rate is about
50%. Seeing these friends again has
inspired me to continue the work that
we are doing together.

® Unitarians in the Khasi Hills are
known for the importance they place
on education. Please provide our read-
ers with an overview of the schools
currently sponsored by Khasi churches.
Our church founded the first non-
sectarian school in the region under the
supervision of our founder in the
1890s. Then Rev. Annie M. Barr, a
British Unitarian minister, came to help
our movement in the 1930s. Seeing the
alarmingly low literacy rate and poor
healthcare system, she devoted the rest
of her life to improving them. Cur-
rently we have 33 churches and about
ten fellowships. With 42 schools under
our Education Committee, we have
more school buildings than churches!

Khasi schoolchildren
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Over 90% of our schools are in rural
villages and serve all children irrespec-
tive of their religious affiliations.

® UUNElI is to Northeast Indian Uni-
tarians what the UUA is to American
UUs but it also has some functions that
are different. One of these is to provide
educational oversight. You are a mem-
ber of the UUNEI's Education Com-
mittee. Tell us something about what it
does.

The Unitarian Union of Northeast
India (UUNEI) is our central demo-
cratic body with many committees that
take care of planning, publication,
finance, education, etc. Over 25 years
ago, UUNEI saw the need to stream-
line the way its schools were managed.
That led to the formation of the Educa-
tion Committee which looks after the
proper management of the schools as
per government regulations, appoint-
ment and training of teachers, funding
of certain educational projects, etc.

® Seventy percent of Indian people
live in rural areas but only 16 percent
of your nation’s economy is now based
on agricultural production. With the
need to prepare more young people for
employment outside of agriculture,

do Unitarian schools now provide

any vocational training for students
not planning to attend college or
university?

We have severe constraints both in
human and financial resources but do
offer computer courses in our three sec-
ondary schools and English language
training begins in our lower primary
schools. Other vocational training
needs to be developed.

® How can UUs in the U.S. help?
About 80% of our tribal population
in Meghalaya lives on subsistence
farming. Creating more partnerships
with churches in Northeast India is
important in a changing world. Partner-
ships may help us work towards sus-
tainable development and find new
ways of livelihood other than agricul-
ture. However, unlike UU congrega-
tions in the U.S. which are able to

Partner Church News



Reports, News & Travel Stories
(Continued from page 16)

function independently, our congrega-
tions rely heavily on the central body
of UUNEI which is the only Unitarian
group recognized by the Government
of India able to receive contributions
from abroad. We now have more than
a dozen successful Indo-U.S. partner-
ships. Those interested in forming new
partnerships should contact Cathy
Cordes or Dee Idnani for more infor-
mation. Currently there are at least
nine churches in Northeast India look-
ing for a partner. I gladly offer my help
as a volunteer to all existing partner-

ships and would like to see the Partner
Church and the Sponsor-a-Student Pro-
grams work together side by side for
the common good of all concerned.

® [n closing, could you please share
some general impressions you've had
about the U.S.?

I think there’s more fairness in this
country and people are very generous;
however, many appear to be lonely and
most seem too pressured by the clock.
I was also very impressed by the spe-
cial care and accommodations pro-
vided for people in your society who
are disabled. e

REGIONAL PARTNERSHIP CONFERENCES

FaLL 2008 AND WINTER 2009

The UUPCC has applied for a grant to hold regional conferences on partnering
opportunities during the fall and winter 2008 and 2009. We are planning at least
10 regional Saturday events. You would provide the space and UUPCC would
provide the program. If your church would like to be considered for hosting such
an event in your region please write toloﬁice@uupcc.orgl

TOROCKOSZENTGYORGY

Is it the quiet you love most
or what breaks it?

That long rocky upthrust, one whole side of the valley,

walling off onrushing noise,

or a dog barking on the far side of the field,

invisible beyond the rose bushes.

“The flowers tell me what they need,” the grower says,
giving a lover’s farewell touch to a yellow petal
of the rose he has just cut for you.

The church tower marks morning’s important hours.
Dusk comes clanking down the rutted street,
voiced by homemade bells on cows and goats.

They flow back from the mountain pasture,
filling the road, each turning in at its own gate,
a few goats jumping the roadside ditch

for a last green mouthful.

Once, you found yourself in the middle of their ambling progress.

You matched your stride to the cows’ lumbering,
tracked the lower and lift of the long horns,

safe in their indifference.

—Julie Gerrard

Task Force to Committee

The Communication Task Force is now
the Communications Committee. Their
work was recognized at the UUPCC
Winter Board meeting as an important
ongoing part of the services provided
to our members. Besides our confer-
ence calls we support continual web
site updates by Lisa Gillispie, web mis-
tress. Rodger Mattlage, a new commit-
tee member was instrumental in devel-
oping a procedure to record calls so
they can be posted on our web site.
Other committee members are Pat
Rodgers, Lee Boeke Burke, Ann Gary,
Cathy Perry, Nancy Daugherty, Linda
Lu Burciaga and Barbara Weber.

Recorded Virtual Conference Calls
If you missed these calls go to
[www.uupcc.orglto hear a recording of
the following discussions:

* “The Economic Impact of EU Acces-
sion on the Unitarian Villages in Tran-
sylvania,” presented by Rev. Naomi
King.

* “Annual India Update,” presented by
Dee Idnani

* “Transylvanian Confirmation and
Communion Services,” presented by
Rev. Scott Prinster

*’Microfinance and Partnership,” pre-
sented by Michael Looft ee

—Pat Rodgers

UUPCC LAPEL PINS

These pins make a great gift for you,
your partners or for members of your
local partnership committee.

(Actual size—3/4 inch)

$5 each—or 10

for $35.

Price includes

regular shipping.

To order send check to: UUPCC,
P.O. Box 88, Bedford, MA 01730

Partner Church News
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As a way to prepare for the International Convocation of
Unitarian Universalist Women, the Global Literacy Project:
Weaving the U*U Global Village Network provides a
process and resources for educating ourselves and each
other in global and cultural literacy, encouraging individu-
als, families, congregations, and women’s groups to:

» Examine how we are connected with others around the
world

+ Explore the impact our connections have on others

+ Consider ways to be in right relations with people in our
global village

* Learn about U*U and United Nations organizations that are
working globally

+ Consider what we know and what we need to know to be
competent global citizens

« Strengthen our U*U global village network

The program may be used by individuals and families or
by congregations and women’s groups, and is designed as
six two-hour sessions, with time in between for individual
research and reflection. It is published on the Convocation
website at www.icuuw.com. You can order the curriculum
online at a cost of $25 for individuals and families and $50
for congregations.

SESSION I: How is each of us connected globally?
Mapping personal connections and networks and consider-

GLOBAL LITERACY PROJECT: WEAVING THE U*U GLOBAL VILLAGE NETWORK
PART OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONVOCATION OF UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST WOMEN
To BE HELD IN HOUSTON, FEBRUARY 26-MARCH 1, 2009

ing what it means to be in right relations with those with
whom we are connected

SESSION II: Who is in our U*U global village network?
Learning about U*U international organizations and pro-
grams and hearing stories of women in countries where
there is a U*U presence

SESSION lll: How is the challenge of achieving Women’s
Rights Worldwide being addressed?

Facing hard facts about the status of women and exploring
ways the United Nations and other organizations work to
improve women'’s lives

SESSION IV: What strategies and model programs are
working to end poverty and improve women’s lives?
Learning about the Millennium Development Goals and
programs that bring hope and transformation to those who
live in extreme poverty

SESSION V: How can we develop global partnerships
based on right relations?

Identifying practices and characteristics of effective partner-
ships, including new capacity-building programs based on
right relations

SESSION VI: How can we weave the U*U Global Village
Network?

Exploring ways to increase connections among U*Us
around the world and participate in the International Convo-
cation of U*U Women both in person and via the internet.

Travel Services—India trip
(Continued from page 24)

5. Entrance fees to the Monuments for one visit.
6. Assistance by our representative for arrival
and departure transfers

7. All current taxes including the service tax and
VAT

8. Round trip Airfare from Delhi to Gawuhati

Total cost does not include:

1. airfare to and from Delhi - estimate of airfare
is $1100 to $1500

1. Visa fee (US citizens are required to get a
visa)

2. Any insurance

3. Any expenses of purely personal nature.

For full itinerary, costs and to register
Www.uupcc.org/trips

Participants are also welcome to make their own
arrangements to meet the group in the Khasi
Hills for just that portion of the trip. For more

details on this option please write directly to Dee
Idnani—didnani @yahoo.com

An older couple from Kissolymos, in Transylvania.

(Editor’s note: This delightful picture could be titled “Transylvanian Gothic”)
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S CONVOCATION

Thursday, Feb. 26, to Sunday, March 1, 2009—Houston, Texas

Plan now to attend this exciting conference as UU women from around
the world gather to celebrate, share our stories, be inspired by women
improving their lives and their community, learn about opportunities to be
involved and just have fun! For information on scholarships and details
on speakers, program, registration and more visit the website at
[www.icuuw.com |

“PARTNERS IN FAITH” VIDEO
“Partners in Faith” is a UUPCC video that has gotten good reviews

everywhere. This 17 min. videotape or DVD provides an overview of how
international partnerships affect congregations and individuals.

You can borrow the video from Executive Committee members or from
your district networker (see fvww.uupcc.org Jand search on networker).

Order a copy of your own by sending a check made payable to UUPCC
for $20 (includes video and postage) to: UUPCC / P.O. Box 88 / Bedford,
MA 01730.

INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIP
HANDBOOK

We know this Handbook will be referred to
again and again by your
committee as you continue
your work with your partner-
ship. Each partner church
has been sent a copy of the
handbook so they can use it
to broaden and expand their
partnership.

This handbook represents the efforts of many,
many people; it truly has been a grassroots
project. We are grateful to all who worked to
bring this volume to publication. You can
download the handbook from our web site

or download an order form to
purchase additional copies.

Our mission is to support partnerships. Let us
know how we can help support your partner-
ship. We look forward to our continued connec-
tions with you and your church and encourage
you to write or call us with any questions you
might have.

Flaming Chalice Art Glass

Art glass ornaments to stained glass panels of
flaming chalices. For gifts, recognition to mem-
bers, ministers, volunteers. 70% of revenue to
Transylvania partner church.

|www.flaming-chalice.com| Al Wambach, 610-

and Hungarian.

In a timeless story of courage, Christine
Morgan recounts the years she and her hus-
band, Hungarian Unitarian minister Ferenc
Baldzs, battled political oppression, social
upheaval, poverty, and religious opposition
613-1390. in post-World War I Transylvania. This
amazing story is presented in both English

Alabaster Village: Our Years in Transylvania

Order online at

www.uupcc.org/online

OR send a check —$25 per

copy + $5 shipping to:

UUPCC / PO Box 88 / Bedford,

MA 01730

Church bookstores—call the

UUPCC office for quantity discounts (781-275-1710)

The Edict of Torda POSTER (still available)

Poster reproductions of Aladar Korosfoi-Kriesch’s famous painting of Francis
David and the 1568 Proclamation of Religious Freedom at Torda are available as
high quality prints, 16x20 inches, suitable for framing.

This is the sepia-colored photogravure that hangs in most Unitarian churches and
many homes in Transylvania. Also included is an outlined key to all the historic
figures depicted in the painting as well as a short history of the Edict of Torda and
the painting.

Prints cost $20 (US), including shipping and handling. Checks, made out to First
Parish with “Torda Poster” on the memo line, should be sent to:

Torda Poster / First Parish / 75 The Great Road / Bedford, MA 01730
Proceeds benefit (in descending order) the Kolozsvar Dormitory Project (The

Unitarian Center for Students and Pilgrims), the UU Partner Church Council, and
the Bedford-Abadsfalva partnership.
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UU Partner Church Council

Travel with us to visit Unitarians and Universalists around the world

These are the faces of our faith

Ours is a global faith practiced in many forms in more

than 25 countries on every continent of this planet. From the

island of Negros in the Philippines to the foothills of the Himalayas
in Northeast India. From rural Transylvanian villages to the glittering
European capitals of Budapest and Prague there are Unitarians
and Universalists who want to meet you—to make a connection.

For more than a decade the Pilgrimage Service of the UU Partner
Church Council has been providing group travel opportunities for

UUs of all ages to help cement the bonds between Unitarian and
Universalists around the world. Travel with other UUs on life changing
journeys to witness our denominational history, worship at our holy
places, and forge bonds of friendship with our partners in faith.

For more information about the UU Partner Church Council and
registration and deadline details for these pilgrimage opportunities,

visit our website afwww.uupcc.org]
¢ India’s Golden Triangle & NorthEast India
¢ Philippine Pilgrimage (Manila & Negros Island)
¢ Unitarian Pentecost (Budapest & Transylvania)

* In the Footsteps of Norbert Capek (Prague & the
Czech Republic)

* Transylvanian Thanksgiving Pilgrimage (Central Romania)

¢ Annual Youth Pilgrimage to the Birthplace of the Unitarian
Faith: Transylvania

¢ Our Unitarian Roots in Poland

Connect with the world—one person at a time

For more information about the UU Partner Church Council
and our 2008 & 2009 pilgrimage opportunities

visit our website at www.uupcc.org—or stop by our booth in the Exhibit Hall.
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Download the Gift Form from our web siteiwww.uupcc.org/services.htm|(or use the form below)

NOTE: Funds transmission is a benefit of UUPCC membership. A transferor of funds should make sure that her/his/its dues are up to date.
If your church is not a UUPCC member, dues will be deducted ($50 for churches under 100 members, $150 for churches over 100 members).

PARTNER CHURCH GIFT FORM FOR TRANSMISSION OF FUNDS

For TRANSFER OF FUNDS THROUGH THE U U PARTNER CHURCH COUNCIL

Please enclose a form with each check for funds to be transferred. Please type or print clearly.

Note: Funds transmission is a benefit of membership in the U. U. Partner Church Council

Make check payable to: UU Partner Church Council

Mail to: UU Partner Church Council, PO Box 88, Bedford, MA 01730

O Other Organization

Date Transferor is: OO0 Church O Individual
Name Phone (
Address City/State/Zip

Contact Person E-Mail

Transfer Is: Total US$ Amount

Check #

Recipient(s) is (are): O Partner Church O Other Church O Individual(s) O Other Organization (Please check all that apply)

Name

Church, City/Town, Country Name

Contact Person

Title

PurPoses—DELIVERY INSTRUCTIONS—OTHER INSTRUCTIONS (please be explicit and concise):

Transfer Process: How to Send Money

INDIA

UUPCC is now processing transfers
for churches partnered with UUNEI
churches in the Khasi Hills in India.
We will process checks as they come
in, and will do the actual transfers
every 3 months. The schedule in 2008
will be the end of January, April, July
and October.

THE PHILIPPINES

We do not have a regular schedule for
transfers yet, as there has not been
demand for this. If you wish to transfer
money to your partner in the Philip-
pines, please contact the office first at
781-275-1710 to discuss.

TRANSYLVANIA

The transfers are done monthly from
the UUPCC office between the 26th
and 30th of each month. Transferred
funds are wired from Headquarters
directly into the local church bank
account. Please make sure that you
contact someone in your partner
village/town to let them know that
the money is coming.

ALL TRANSFERS

Checks must arrive at the office at least
one week before the transfer date.
Please use the above Transfer Form or
download one from the website at

[ www.uupcc.org/] Click on Programs

& Services, then Fund Transfer.

Then select the Fund Transfer Form.
Please include this form along with the
check. Please send whole dollars
only—no cents. Make checks payable
in US dollars.

PLEASE NOTE: This Transfer Form is
for use by the office staff in preparing
the bank transfer, which is done elec-
tronically. The paper copies of the
forms are not sent to India or Transyl-
vania. Therefore, please make sure that
you contact someone in your partner
village to let them know that the money
is coming. Transfers take as long as
5-7 business days for the transfer to
arrive at church headquarters there.
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UU Partner Church Council

Board

Rev. Harold Babcock, Chair (Term to 2010)
Newburyport, MA 978-465-0602 x402 (w)
hebabcock @yahoo.com

Lawrence Coburn, Vice-Chair (Term to 2009)
Weston, MA 781-899-2415
coburnlh@aol.com

Beverly Moore, Secretary (Term to 2009)
Louisville, KY 502-473-1114
beverlydm@aol.com

George Davenport, Treasurer (Term to 2008)
Tulsa, OK 918-592-2805 (h)
gldavenport@belport.net

Barbara Beach (Term to 2009)
Falls Church, VA 703-532-7788 (h)
bbeach@managementconcepts.com

Rev. Richard Beal (Term to 2010)
Norway, ME 207-744-9031
richrdbeal @yahoo.com

Linda Lu Burciaga (Term to 2010)

Rev. Ruth Gibson (Term to 2009)
Chapel Hill, NC  919-942-6602

mregibson@yahoo.com / regibson @uuma.org

Rev. Patt Herdklotz (Term to 2010)
Ashland, OR 541-552-0592 (h)
pherdklotz@uuma.org

deForest Ralph (Term to 2009)

Houston, TX 713-721-3818 (w)
texasralphs @aol.com

Richard Van Duizend (Term to 2008)

Falls Church, VA 703-841-5632 (w)
rvanduizend @ncsc.dni.us

Barbara Weber (Term to 2008)

Wayne, PA 610-688-5164 (h)
barbara.weber @comcast.net

Honorary President

Rev. Dr. Judit Gellérd
Sun City West, AZ
zizi315@yahoo.com

623-444-2365

Margot Fleischman, Office Manager
781-275-1710 (w)
margot@uupcc.org office @uupcc.org

Lee Boeke Burke, Outreach Coordinator
920-729-9182 (h)  920-915-1667 (c)
chickadeetree @earthlink.net

Dick Ford, Community Capacity Building
914-231-6729 (h)
richardford50 @hotmail.com

Nancy Daugherty, Newsletter
781-275-1892 (h)
nancydaugh@aol.com

Carol Burrows, Bookkeeper
978-887-8257 (h)
carbil43 @comcast.net

John Dale, Travel Coordinator
011-40-742-796960 (c) Romania
404-861-6003 (c) US
jdaleuupcc @yahoo.com

Lisa Gillispie, Web Mistress

703-780-3367 (h)
lisagillispie @earthlink.net

Newburyport, MA  978-255-2049 (h)

lldaffodil @comcast.net Staff

Cathy Cordes, Executive Director
Bedford, MA  781-275-1710 (w)
ccordes @uupcc.org

Pat Rodgers, Database Manager
408-926-3799 (h)
pat.rodgers @sbcglobal.net

Ann Gary, Network Coordinator
508-529-6107 (h)
ak.gary @verizon.net

UU Partner Church Council
P.O. Box 88 Bedford, MA 01730
781-275-1710 fax 781-275-7008

Please contact Ann Gary to join the ranks of networkers!
To find the UUPCC networker assigned to your church, go to www.uupcc.org and click on “Who Is My Networker?”

UU Partner Church Council

Vision & Mission Statement

Vision: The vision of the UU Partner Church Council We will:
is that partner relationships between North American  BE a bridge that connects congregations around the
congregations and churches around the globe will be world;

forged and sustained wherever they are desired—and that
these relationships will be of high quality, firmly based,
mutually beneficial, responsibly sustained, and linked by

a joint and mutual covenant. We envision a commitment » CREATE transformational opportunities for pilgrimage
to international engagement as a moral and spiritual and hospitality, for learning and for service;

principle that is integral to Unitarian Universalist .
congregational life. * CHALLENGE ourselves theologically and open our-
selves to changed values and behaviors;

MiSSiOI’l.' The mission of the Unitarian Universalist e INITIATE partnerships that promote global friendshipsy

Partner Church Council is to foster and support partner international awareness, human rights, and a better
relationships between North American congregations and world; and

congregations, schools, and agencies in all other countries
where partnering is sought and welcomed. At present,
active partnerships exist between North American UU
congregations and the Czech Republic, Hungary, India,
the Philippines, Poland, and Romania.

e REACH across boundaries to collaborate with old and
new partners;

* SUSTAIN this global vision, enlarging and renewing it
as new occasions teach new duties.

ADOPTED AT THE
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE UUPCC
JUNE 24, 2006.
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Invitation to Membership

If you or a friend wish to receive this newsletter three times a year and to support and participate in
Unitarian Universalist Partner Church Council programs and goals, please fill out this form to join us.

DATE: —ONE YEAR MEMBERSHIPS— 0 New Membership [ Renewal

[ $30* Individual Membership [ $50* Family** Membership O $ Individual or Family Membership pLus gift
for UUPCC program support

0 $50 Congregational*** (under 100 members) [ $150 Congregational*** (over 100 members)

Name: Telephone

Address

City/State/Province Zip/Postal Code

E-Mail

O Please add my email address to the PCC-Chat list so | can keep up to date on the latest UUPCC news! ****

UUA Church Name City %L'{’LDING
OBAL

*  Canadian members please send $28 for an individual membership or $47 for a family membership COMMUNITY

in U.S. funds by check or USD money order to the UUPCC address below. PA ONE
** A family membership consists of two adults residing at the same address (receiving one newsletter). R TNERSHlp
*** A “congregational subscription” provides you with up to four newsletters mailed to the church. AT A TIME!

**** Your contact information will be used solely by the UUPCC and will not be shared with other organizations.

Make your tax-deductible check payable to Mail your invitation and check to:
UU Partner Church Council UU Partner Church Council / P.O. Box 88 / Bedford, MA 01730-0088

NON PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Bedford MA 01730
Permit No. 10

Partner Church News
PUBLISHED 3 TIMES A YEAR

P.O. Box 88
Bedford, MA 01730-0088 USA

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED





