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Welcometo the Family

This past July my partner Susan Grieger and | hadjbod fortune to meet Rev. Nihal Attanayake, iBess
of the UU Church of the Philippines, and Lee BoBkeke, of the UU Partner Church Council. They were
our house guests for a few days when Nihal cameteeihe San Francisco Bay Area to speak with our
congregation, Unitarian Universalists of San MglddSM). Listening to Nihal and Lee talk about
Unitarian Universalism in the Philippines and theicitement about a future UUSM pilgrimage to our
partner congregation in Cabiguhan awoke my cuyi@sit interest. | read the book they broudfaglipay
Universalist, and felt deeply moved by the history of the strugglUU movement in the Philippines. Until
then, it would never have occurred to me to visit Philippines. It is very far away! | don't shehe
language. I'd never studied the culture. What Mlamking?!

We arrived in Dumaguete at UUCP headquarters détde. To our amazement we found a big neon sign
illuminating a huge banner with all of our namd@en the UUCP staff came out into the dark coudyar
greeting each of us with a necklace, a beautiftdage, and the words “Welcome to the UU Churclnef t
Philippines.” Over the next few days they filledraninds with information about their efforts tary
economic stability to the impoverished UU farmirmgranunities of Negros Island, and also about the
Cabiguhan congregation specifically. They filled bodies with delicious home-cooked meals. Moslbf
they filled our hearts with their warmth, genergsihnd commitment to their work. We all sang togethe
“Welcome to the family — we're glad that you haeene to share your life with us... And may we als/ag
to you what god would have us be: a family...”

Everywhere we went we were welcomed with this sdMg.were overwhelmed by all the warm hospitality
and preparations that had been made for us. Wetaldreow much our presence alone meant to thelpeop
we visited, how much it meant to them that we camaolugh to travel a great distance to meet themeamd
about their lives. The families of Cabiguhan shahesir stories with us — and they were not easyestdo
hear. We heard from a young woman who is compgéter 2nd year of college and comes home on
weekends to help lead Sunday services. Her fathidrall of his cattle and water buffalo to pay bellege
expenses. He now has no more livestock to sefihedas no funds to complete her last 2 yearsliegeo
We heard that one of the RE leaders has diffiaultl her vision, but has not been to see a doctoabse
she has no money for treatment. We learned that ofidise children do not go beyond elementary sthoo
because their parents can't afford the shoes,iotptnd supplies required to send them, and the by
needed to take care of the livestock.

We also learned that UUCP staff are trained ingallyieffective process called Capacity Building @i
empowers communities to identify their own probleand solutions, and requires a minimal financial
investment from us, the U.S. partner, to put iniovotThe UU Partner Church Council administers this
program, as well as a scholarship program for stigdef all levels. These are proven channelsviieatan
use to effectively help our partner congregatiorige up out of poverty.

So what was | thinking? Why did | go to Cabiguhamnt there to learn on a deeper level what | ¢jinbui
already knew: that there is no “Us” and “Them” erthis only one human family, and there is more lov
than we know we have in us, to bind us togethepas of my heart remains there in Cabiguhan, and i
Dumaguete and Manila, with this branch of my fantiigt | never would have known, had | not decided,
some reason, mysterious to myself, that | needadbice this journey. My life is richer because ofliam
committed to supporting the scholarship and capdxitlding programs of the UU Partner Church Colinci
to bring hope to our partners in Cabiguhan, and arking to engage the UUSM congregation in this
effort. Our family longs for our presence in thieres.



