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Lesson 1 —28:10-17

Jacob set out from Beersheba and went on his wegrtts Harran. He came to a certain
place and stopped there for the night, becaussuhéad set; and taking one of the
stones there, he made it a pillow for his headlapdlown to sleep. He dreamt that he
saw a ladder, which rested on the ground withopisreaching to heaven, and angels of
God were going up and down upon it. The Lord wasding beside him and said, “l am
the Lord the God of your ancestor Abraham and theé & Isaac. This land on which

you are lying I will give to you and your descentsanThey shall be countless as the dust
upon the earth, and you shall spread far and wadie north and south, to east and west.
All the families of the earth shall pray to be Isled as you and your descendants are
blessed. | will be with you, and | will protectyavhere you go and will bring you back

to this land; for | will not leave you until | haw®ne all that have promised.” Jacob
woke from his sleep and said, “Truly the Lord ighrs place, and | did not know it.”

Then he was afraid and said, “How awesome is tlaisgh This is no other than the

house of God, this is the gate of heaven.”

Lesson 2 - Corinthians 13:1-13
Paul teaches the Corinthians that love is the gestgift

If I speak in human tongues or the tongues of snget have not love, | am a
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if | havegdretic powers, and understand all
mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have allifago as to remove mountains, but have
not love, | am nothing. If | give away all | hawand if | deliver my body to be burned,
but have not love, | gain nothing.

Love is patient and kind, love is not jealous oa&tful, it is not arrogant or rude.
Love does not insist on its own way, it is nottable or resentful; it does not rejoice at
wrong, but rejoices in the right. Love bears hilhgs, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things.

Love never ends, as for prophecies, they will gagsy; as for tongues, they will
cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. Farkmowledge is imperfect and our
prophecy is imperfect; but when the perfect corttesjmperfect will pass away. When |
was a child, | spoke like a child, | thought likelald, | reasoned like a child; when |
became an adult, | gave up childish ways. For weveee in a mirror dimly, but then
face to face. Now | know in part, then | shall aretand fully, even as | have been fully
understood. So faith, hope, love abide, thesethbait the greatest of these is love.

Sermon
For years you dreamt about having a church bugldinyour own. Then you
poured your hearts and your souls into bringing dheam alive by transforming this



place into a spiritual home. You poured into thudding your time, your energy and
your money. It has been an honor to my congregatide able to offer a little support
as you turned your dreams into this beautiful tealAll of your dreams and hard work
culminated yesterday with the dedication ceremdhwas a culmination of so much
effort by so many people.

And of course it was much more of a beginning thaending. For many, many
years to come, you will gather here in this sa@lade to give thanks in times of joy and
to pray for strength and guidance in times of @raje. Here you will gather to dedicate
your babies. Here you will gather to witness thenmage ceremonies of people you love.
And here you will gather to bid a fond farewellld@ed ones who have died. In this
space, you will contemplate the dreams you havegdar lives. You will consider how
best to walk through the struggles and challengdsdeésappointments as well as the joys
that life inevitably offers each of us. Here yoill wome to create meaning, to find
support and, when you need it, challenge. Hewhire you will come to find
community.

And in this sacred place, Unitarian pilgrims frathover the world will gather in
worship. So close to the hallowed ground wheraéisaDavid died for our faith,
pilgrims will find within these walls hospitalitgolace and inspiration. You have
generously built a spiritual home not just for y&elves, but for Unitarians from near and
far.

Surely, then, God is in this place. God will ajwde in this place. This is sacred
ground. This is no other than the house of Godw ldwesome is this place!

And how will you know that God is in this placé®hink you will know this best
when you see and feel love in this place. Ultirtyatds the love you share here with one
another and with the world beyond these walls thaiters. Not the building—the
building, as wonderful as it is, is simply a vebitb help you better embody love in the
life of this community and in your lives.

In the words of the Rev. Jozsef Szombatfalvi, ftase that fills the universe, and
holds us together. For Love ultimately is of Godl'think this is the single most
profound truth shared by Jesus: God is love. Thatgnission of the church is not just
to proclaim this truth, but to live it. And how aee live the truth that God is love? By
loving not just our family and friends and fellolwwrch members, but also by loving
strangers and even our enemies. Love: this igris mission of the church.

Of course loving each other is not always easyt vige have to start somewhere,
so why not start within our churches? In his letitethe Corinthians, Paul lifts up the
importance of loving one another in our churchiesthe United States, we often read
these words from Paul in our wedding ceremoniast F&wul really wrote these words not
for couples getting married, but for a church. Séhare his instructions to the church in
Corinth, a congregation that was in the midst ohyneéhallenges. The Corinthian church
was struggling to be a healthy church communitsheaxmidst of the challenges of real
life. In their struggles, they were no differerdarh you. They were no different from us
in our Fellowship. They were like any churchhihk of your church, struggling through
years of Communist oppression and now the aftermfa@fommunist rule. | think of my
congregation, struggling for life the 1950s in atee of anti-Communist hysteria. Many
people in our town irrationally linked Communisnddiberal religion. This wasn't
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nearly as intense or as dangerous as your struggile€ommunist rule, but isn’t it
interesting: you struggled with Communism and weggled with anti-Communism.
Today this is not a concern for us, but we havermtioncerns. Foremost among these is
the challenge of growth—our Fellowship has changmarmously as we’ve grown from
100 adult members to 600. Change is hard in gioes community—no doubt it was
hard for the Corinthians, too, and for you.

In his letter, Paul appeals to the Corinthiansrtd &greement and to avoid
divisions, to be firmly joined in the unity of mirahd thought. He has some very simple,
concrete suggestions for how to do this. To benpwhe tells the Corinthians, you need
to avoid boasting. You need to avoid feeling jealoAnd you need to avoid arrogance,
rudeness, resentment, and irritability. All ofsbehings get in the way of loving.
Instead, Paul counsels, be kind to one anothesteihito one another. Respect one
another. This is how to bring love alive in ouuothes. This is how to make room for
God in our churches so that they truly become hoos&od.

Every congregation struggles with how to be lovifdnis is why Paul’s letter to
the Corinthians is still so beautiful and so retgvé names the problems and the
promise of every religious community everywhere.

| certainly know that my congregation has struggieith this. We have had our
moments of arrogance and rudeness and resentntejgadousy and irritability. At
times, these behaviors have threatened the vesieexie of my congregation. Several
years ago we adopted a set of principles that hed@s/oid these behaviors. These
principles remind us of what we each must do toemak congregation truly an
embodiment of God’s love. Among other things, éhpsnciples remind us:

* To listen carefully to one another.

* To keep our individual needs in balance with thaltheand vitality of the

community as a whole.

* To welcome dialogue and even disagreement.

* To be open, courteous, honest, respectful andvioigivith each other.

» To respect tradition and also to embrace chandgfeeaseeds of our community

change.

* To be honest and straightforward with one another.

All of these principles are variations of Paul’stiuctions to the Corinthians. They,
like Paul’s letter, remind us how we ought to behawvour Fellowship. Striving to abide
by these principles—this is how we can do our fmalring love alive in our
congregation. It's what we can do to make room3od in our congregation and in our
hearts.

| think that this same sort of love lies at therhe&the relationship of our two
congregations. Loving one another is the poirdwfpartnership. This is why it is such
a joy to be with you today and the other occasmurspilgrims have visited Deva. It's
why we were so joyful to welcome first Laszlo andttla and Anna Kiss and then
Zoltan and lldiko Koppandi to our Fellowship. ItAd1y we look forward one day (soon,
we hope) to welcoming some of the members of yaurah to our Fellowship. These
visits are tangible symbols of the great love tbgether we have kindled between our
two congregations.

And there is one more thing | want to lift up abtmyte. It is mutual. True love is
always a two-way street, never a one-way straea truly loving relationship, both



partners give and receive. Both sacrifice for bedefit from the relationship. Oh, it's
not always an exactly even trade, but over tinexéns out.

This is certainly true of the partnership betweantao congregations. You have
given us so much over this past decade. One vgmifisant gift you have given us is a
much stronger connection to the Unitarian traditiinankly our congregation had been
on the periphery of Unitarian Universalism—the msatJU congregations when | came
to Appleton eighteen years ago were two hours aviagpite of the help we received at
a few key junctures, we had a self-image as arpeident, self-directed congregation,
bravely staking out a claim for religious liberatisn a conservative part of our state.
Our sense of being part of a larger movement—uwiting history stretching far back
before our Fellowship’s founding in 1955—was quitgimal.

So how lucky for us to be matched with you, thetahan church in one of the
most historic spots on earth for our faith! Thestnwowerful experience for many of us
who have made the pilgrimage to Deva is the hikéoupe citadel. To be in the place
where arguably the most important person in Uratahistory died is such a deeply
moving experience. All of us who have made thgrpiiage—and the many folks in our
congregation who have heard our stories of visibiagid’'s prison cell—now have a far
richer understanding of just how deep our Unitarizots are.

We also didn’t appreciate our own congregations@nough. There were
some of our founding members, for example, whoseest were not widely known
among us. One such founder was named Christine M@gan. | had heard some
vague stories that she had once been married tarsyiivanian minister. But even after
participating in a memorial service for her, | didieally understand or appreciate her
Transylvanian connection.

Just before we entered into our partnership witlr yhurch, | read a book of
Christine’s remembrances of her years in Transydveunich was published after her
death. Her first husband was Balazs Ferens, asyikaanian Unitarian minister whom
she met in the 1920s in California, where they verth studying. They fell madly in
love. After Ferens returned to Transylvania, Gmestraveled by herself through the
Orient to marry her lover (not exactly a commonrjay for a young woman in the
1920s). Ferens and Christine dedicated their lvetrengthening their small village
church and making their little corner of the wamare just and peaceful. Tragically both
contracted tuberculosis. Christine eventually veced, but Ferens died of the disease
after a long battle. Christine and their littlel ghen returned to the United States.
Through many twists and turns Christine ended ujsppleton, where she joined eight
others in founding my Fellowship. Connecting withu has helped my congregation
learn and appreciate Christine’s story.

But of course a connection with our UU and congtiegs past is not the only
gift we’'ve received in our partnership. Each ohewho has made the pilgrimage to
Deva has been transformed by the experience. ¥aon@e, there’s one couple that made
the pilgrimage here a few years ago. They had besned about a dozen years and had
concluded long ago that they didn’t want to haviédedn. While they were here,
something happened that caused them to rethink-#specially the blessing they
received from one of the elders in your congregatim spite of not speaking a common
language, they could tell the blessing involvedhidddprobably the elder’s touching the



woman’s stomach indicated this!). Their son Liaasworn about nine months after
their pilgrimage to Deva.

But the most significant gift of our partnershigngndship. Incredibly deep
friendships have been kindled. | am so gratefuhiy friendships with the Kiss family
and with the Koppandi family and with so many otiyoAnd then there were the
heartfelt condolences and prayers we received framafter the horrible terrorist attacks
on our country in 2001. Stunned and grieving bAmlericans were in that tragic
moment, it meant a great deal to feel your love @nttern.

And hopefully we’'ve been able to return some ofltwe back to you over this
past decade. | love the sign for “giving” in Aneam sign language. It is exactly the
opposite of what you'd expect: rather than extegairy arms toward you as if | am
bearing gifts for you, | pull my extended arms b&mkard me. You would think this
would be the sign for receiving, not for givingutBhere’s the profound message of the
sign: when we give, we often receive far more twargive. And so when we’ve given
our support to you, we have received far moretarre For this and for our partnership
over this past decade and over many decades to, ¢@memost grateful.
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