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Brother and sister Unitarians, Bishop Szabo, special guests and representatives, ministerial colleagues: it is a pleasure and an honor to bring greetings to this gathering on behalf of the Unitarian Universalist Association and the Unitarian Universalist Partner Church Council.

This is my fifth visit to Transylvania, but only my first to this gathering.  I thank Bishop Arpad Szabo for the invitation to speak to you today.  It gives me great joy to stand together with my Transylvanian Unitarian colleagues.

Many of you I know personally already, but I look forward to becoming acquainted with more of you in the future.  This is especially true as we work together in partnership to spread the good news of our free faith to a world struggling with religious and political fundamentalism.  Is there a more important ministry for today?  It gives me strength and hope to carry on this work, knowing that I have so many dear friends here in Europe who share my Unitarian faith.

Now, more than ever before, there is a need for all of us to become not just national, but global citizens.  We must do so if the human race is to survive on this small planet.  This is why it is so important to me personally to have an international connection.

I cannot even begin to say how important the Partner Church Council’s work has been for me.  I can tell you that it has changed my life!  My heart is full from the love that I have found here in Transylvania.

Now I cannot imagine my life without the experiences that I have had here in this beautiful place.  To have dear friends here in the Unitarian ‘holy land’ has deepened my faith and brightened my life beyond measure.  It has given me hope that our free faith will survive and thrive because we are working together on a common goal.

That goal is and always has been to uphold our common humanity in a sometimes tragic but also a beautiful world.  It is God’s world that we are called to serve.  Jesus sent out his disciples into that world to share his good news.  It is the dream of every one of us on the Partner Church Council that every Unitarian Universalist Church and every individual Unitarian or Universalist might have an international connection like the ones we have shared and treasured here, and that it might become an integral part of each and everyone’s religious practice.

For it is up to us to create a more loving and a kinder world, where truth, justice, freedom, reason, tolerance, and compassion will finally prevail.

Dear brothers and sisters, this is the work that lies before us!  To change the world one partnership and even one relationship at a time.

It is said that if a person saves even one life, he saves the whole world.

That is my hope and my dream and my prayer, on this day and in all the days still to come.  May God bless and keep you all!  Köszönöm szépen, Isten áldja meg.  Amen.
