Principals of Unitarian Faith in Khasi Hills, India

Ublei – There is only one ever-loving God who creates and sustains the universe.  As we are all God’s children it is our duty and responsibility to “cultivate universal human brotherhood, love and peace.  We are also to promote concord and harmony that go hand in hand with science” (Marbaniang, 2002)

A committed belief in the forgiveness and the love of God overlies all.  As American minister Eva Cameron (who lived and worshipped with the Khasi Unitarians for five months), informs us that this is not the western Judeo-Christian concept of God, but their own original tribal understanding of God – a mother-father, creative, nurturing, ever-present force of love in their world.

God’s word is not only found in Biblical scripture and holy books but can be found in the universe itself which is God’s creation and in all things created which are his works.  Significant to the belief in God is the Khasi Unitarian belief in the Fatherhood and Motherhood of God.  This concept is deeply rooted in traditional Khasi culture and faith, which is matrilineal and commands Khasis to know maternal and paternal relations and follow a strict clan behavior (Van Leer, 2004)

Jesus is not seen to be the actual son of God but as a great teacher and a leader to follow.  His two teachings were to love God and to love fellow humans.

The bible was written by God-searching people and has both truths and errors in it.  Holy books from other religions can help gain a better understanding of God.  But for Khasi Unitarians the words of God are not confined to holy books.  Truth is not static but ever evolving (Van Leer, 2004)

In the service of humankind we strive to be kind and honest, causing harm to no one.  The chief concern of humankind is the present, Khasi Unitarian Plielad Lyndoh tells us. “It is seen as our duty to make this world and ourselves the very best we can become.  Humankind is erring and floundering but always aspiring” (Lyngdoh, 2002)
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