An Introduction

To the Hungarian Unitarian Church 
Theology:

"We cannot learn anywhere from the Scripture of God, that his words and the religion are meant to be spread by fire and sword.” God always took care of his truth Himself and He will always do that in the future as well."

Francis David

 The very essence of Unitarianism is religious tolerance and a consistently firm attitude in support of liberty of conscience. Francis David constantly emphasized that religion must be free, that in question of faith there is no place for compulsion and that the spreading the Gospel (God's words) requires no weapons or violence, because Faith is the gift of God. In other words, Unitarianism is inseparably bound up with freedom of conscience and faith. There is no greater mindlessness and absurdity than to force conscience and their spirit with external power, when only their creator has authority of them.

It has been said that we Unitarians have no Doctrine, only Principles of faith. The difference between these two words is that Unitarians possess no articles of faith enunciated by church meetings that are compulsory and unchangeable. But there are in the Unitarian membership generally accepted views and principles regarding religion which more or less shape the Unitarian collective consciousness. 

The Unitarian religion is simple. The Love of God and Human are the essence of Jesus' teaching, according to Unitarian Principles. God is Spirit, who is almighty, wise, good, and just. God is Love. The Holy Spirit is God's power, the cause of life in us. It is true, that the Bible attributes will, examination of inner thoughts, teaching and comforting to it. This is not because it would be another person, but to illustrate the different ways of God's action. This Spirit is a teaching power, guiding toward good.
The Bible is a collection of man-created writings, including teachings of Jewish and Christian teachers, historical accountings and literature. These works were inspired by God but we are not to forget that this inspiration was grasped by those who lived long-long time ago in a certain historical time and place. This is why each writing has the mark of a cultural trend from ancient times, with a characteristic worldview, containing precious intuitive insight but also mistakes. This is why the Unitarian theology follows and accepts the results of the scientific criticism of the Bible in adopting its ethics in life and philosophy. The most valuable part of the Bible for Unitarians is the New Testament, more specifically the four gospels, where you can learn about Jesus' life and teachings. The basis of Unitarianism is the Gospel according to Jesus. The rules of Unitarianism are rooted in the teachings of Jesus. The seed of continuity in Unitarianism is the seed that represents ideas accepted in the Gospel; the inferences of humanism and social liberalism are significant only as they relate to this seed.
Jesus is human. He is our master in teaching and our guide toward God's Kingdom. Jesus is the greatest representative of faith, reason and freedom. The human Jesus doesn't teach about the essence or person, about the son preexisting eternally, neither about the dual Christ, but only about One God.

The human being is in the center. Everything is for humanity's sake; religion also serves humanity. God created the whole of humanity from one blood; this is the natural foundation of our brotherhood and sisterhood. God created human beings good and capable to become perfect.  To be human is not a state, but a hard task yet to be accomplished. Humans can be recognized if they love each other, if they are merciful, meek, peaceful, and generous ... humanness and love must be visible in all our actions.

Our most personal cause is Faith, which we can accept but also to refuse. If faith it was given in our nature and it isn't a gift of God, than all of us would believe equally. Faith in its content is trust in God and it is God's work in us, entering in our life, connecting with us, who speaks to us by the spirit touching our soul and we answer. So thus faith and action are inseparable. We demonstrate our faith by clear thoughts, zealous prayers and our actions of love in relationship with humans.

Conscience and reason are the assurance for freedom of faith. Francis David summarizes his theology in this way: let people argue by their own will, to seek for the hidden essence of God or deal with the multitude of the person and to turn around the wisdom of reason, but eternal life is to know your only God. Jesus said: Seek and you will find; knock and the doors will open to you. Search everything and keep what is good. Conscience is free. Every one follows his own best understanding. Thus to be Unitarian means the acceptance of complete freedom in matters of religion. Unitarian and individual freedom belong together.

Characteristic of Unitarianism is the belief in human’s potential for good, their noble calling and strong faith in enlightenment and progress. It emphasizes science as an important factor in our religion. It is enthusiastic for humanism. It emphasizes the authority of the individual conscience as opposed to creedal authority. The church is a necessary organization to mature and to spread these views.

These are the general convictions, the framework within which lies a more precise expression of communal belief. The following are its main points: God is One and indivisible. The man Jesus is an example. The Holy Spirit is the power for good within. Its ethic is to emphasize the possibility of repentance, free will and freedom of choice, the innerness of religion as opposed to other forms and ceremonies. It requires reason among humans and progressive change in the principles of one's faith and a continuing endeavor to bring into harmony the findings of science and religion. Possibly this description is sketchy and misses some points, yet without doubt it describes the main outline of Hungarian Unitarianism.
Unitarians observe the Christian Holidays and celebrate the traditional sacraments of Baptism, Marriage, Funerals, and Confirmation. Communion or Lord’s Supper is observed 4 times a year on the following Holidays:

· Christmas - the commemoration of Jesus' birth.
· Easter - the manifestation of the belief in the immortal soul.
· Pentecost - the holiday held to the victory of Jesus' ideas in the confession of the disciples.
· Autumn Thanksgiving last Sunday of September) - gives thanks to God for the harvest.

Confirmation ceremonies also end with the new members taking their first Communion. There is no Trans-substantiation in the Unitarian catechism. The wine and bread are thought to become the body and blood of Jesus. Communion is meant to commemorate Jesus and give evidence of the intention to belong to the community of his followers.

Unitarianism as a living philosophy is first of all a religion, a religious philosophy whose aim must be to fulfill and to comfort the soul. A religion whose task is to lift and ennoble humans' soul cannot really be a method, a scientific worldview, a constant search, or any other such endeavor. It must be something which equips human's souls with a shield against the trials of life, which provides a faith "which is not of this world".

History of the Church:
The history of the Unitarian Church has it on record that the Unitarian Reformation began in the year 1565. It was on the 20th of January of that year that Ferenc Dávid gave his first sermon in Unitarian spirit at the present-day St. Michael's Church in Kolozsvár (present-day Cluj).

The year of the foundation of the Unitarian Church was 1568. The Diet of Torda, in session between the 6th and 15th of January of that year, made possible for the Unitarian Church to come into being by ensuring religious toleration and liberty of conscience.

In the first period of its existence, the Church itself was mentioned under various names. The name "Unitarian" originates from the Latin word "unus" and means "a believer in unity". In this year, when the second religious dispute had taken place in Gyulafehérvár, Prince John Sigismund of Transylvania and the writer and printer Gáspár Heltai, known as "the general factotum of the reformation" became supporters of the Unitarian Reformation. This started a process leading to the formulation of the articles of faith in their final form, to the development of the Church organization and to launching Unitarian propaganda.
The law of religious freedom and conscience proclaimed in January 1568 carried the success of one of the main Unitarian principles. The whole country accepted this principle for the first time in the Christian history. But it lasted only 3 years. These short years of golden age were followed by long centuries of hard compromises and heavy losses. The humanitarian and rational cultural trends upraised, and the enlivened missionary spirit suppressed this spirituality that obstinately tried to remain loyal to following Jesus instead of adoring him in the clouds of Heaven.

In 1572, Prince István Báthori, succeeding to the throne after Prince John Sigismund's death, passed an act against the Unitarian Reformation. This act was directed against Ferenc Dávid in particular, who stressed in his doctrine Jesus Christ's human nature, and was thereby against worshipping him. The Diet of Gyulafehérvár, held on 1 and 2 June 1579, in pursuance of the Act against the Unitarian Reformation, sentenced Ferenc Dávid to life imprisonment in a fortress, at a show trial, with the aim of "setting an example to others". He was imprisoned in the castle of Déva, and ended his life there on 15 November 1579.

In 1638, the commission of the Diet in session at Dés forced a new dogma upon the Unitarian Church, accused of Sabbatarianism. The new dogma obliged the Unitarians to worship Jesus as God, their ministers had to baptize in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, and their books on ecclesiastical matters had to be submitted to the office of the Prince's censor. The Counter-Reformation, starting in 1691, was intended to liquidate the Unitarian Church. During this period many of the Unitarian schools and churches were confiscated.

The 1781 Edict of Toleration allowed the Unitarian Church to continue its development. Between the years 1780 and 1811 38 new churches and schools were built. A book of theology in Latin by Bishop Mihály Szentábrahámi, designed for religious instruction and entitled "A summary of Christian theology according to the Unitarians", was published and László Suki's legacy made possible the erection of a third building for the Academy in Kolozsvár. In 1821 relations were established with the English Unitarian Church. This allowed for future ministers to continue their studies abroad.

In 1839, the first printed history of the Unitarian Church was published under the title "The beginnings of Unitarianism in Transylvania". The education of ministers on a regular basis was started. A new curriculum and educational system were developed. The building of a Unitarian denominational secondary school was completed in Székelykeresztúr. A theological journal was launched, under the title "Keresztény Magvető" (The Spreader of Christian Faith). The collection of folk songs by Bishop János Kriza, "Briar roses", the account of Balázs Orbán's travels in the Székely land, Domokos Simén's theological works contributed to the great progress towards the goal of joining the main stream of Hungarian literature.

In 1879, the tercentenary year of Ferenc Dávid's death, a commemoration was held. New Unitarian journals appeared in succession, in 1888 the Unitárius Közlöny (Unitarian Gazette), in 1905 the Unitárius Egyház (Unitarian Church), in 1907 the Unitárius Szószék (Unitarian Tribune), in 1910 the Unitárius Keresztény Népnaptár (Unitarian Popular Christian Calendar), in 1911 the Egyháztársadalom (Society of the Church). In 1910 the Women's Association was founded and, ten years later, the Unitarian Literary Society began its activity.

In 1918, the bequest made in Mózes Berde's "princely" testament offered the Unitarian Church the opportunity to build a College in Kolozsvár, which is still functioning.

Unfortunately, the development of the Unitarian Church was interrupted by the Treaty of Versailles, which dismembered Hungary. The Unitarian Church found itself on Romanian territory and was subjected to a Romanian ecclesiastical authority. The Unitarians who had decided to move into Hungarian territory had to develop organizational forms independent of their mother-church.

 

As a consequence of the treaty of Trianon (1920), there are two separate Hungarian Unitarian Churches in Hungary and Transylvania; however, we hold a single one in our hearts, and hope that "that which belongs together, will be joined" soon. 

The Transylvanian Unitarian Church comprises 126 congregations organized into 6 districts, with approximately 65.000 church members; our high authorities and the bishop's office are located in Kolozsvár, and most of the inner organizations and institutions are also based in the same city. Website: www.unitarius.com. 

The Hungarian Unitarian Church has 11 member congregations with a few thousand churchgoers, and is centered in Budapest. Website: www.unitarius.hu. Both these organizations are based on synod-presbyterian principles, their most important organs being the Synod and the Main Council of the Church. 

Unitarian beliefs similar to the ones mentioned above also evolved in other parts of the world during the past two centuries (United States of America, England, The Czech Republic, India, The Philippines, etc.). The Unitarian organizations among the different nations do not belong to one unifying organization, though they maintain many partner-church relationships. 
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